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Native Oklahoma 
Magazine is a pub-
lication not only for 

the visitor to Oklahoma, but 
also a resource for our Native 
community and neighbors. 
Every month, Native Oklaho-
ma’s award-winning writers 
showcase Native artists, cooks, 
foods, culture, and crafts, as 
well as current events and 
powwows.   Our issues include 
event calendars and lists of 
Native American attractions 
across Oklahoma. Native 
Oklahoma also includes a list 
of gaming venues, places to 
stay, and the location of tribal 
headquarters. 
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Lodge, 2018,” by Jessica 
Moore Harjo, is among 

the pieces in the “Voices of 
the Drum” exhibit in Pawhus-
ka which continues through 
March 26th, 2022. Pine, birch, 
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You Deserve…a Break

life, Hubbard said. While fleeing a posse, Sapulpa jumped over 
the alligator, which frighten off the pursuers, he said.
   By 1836, most of the Creek and Yuchi Indians were forced to 
northeastern Oklahoma over the Trail of Tears.
   But Sapulpa stayed, resisting every move the white man 
made, Hubbard said.
   By the late 1840s, however, he was tired of fighting the white 
man and decided to relocate near his tribe.
   By 1850, Sapulpa established a trading post with a black-
smith shop overlooking Polecat and Rock creeks. He named 
his place Cone Hutchee, which meant `Polecat.’
   As the years passed, Sapulpa became prosperous selling 
coffee, sugar, tobacco, dry goods, flour, spices and other 
articles.
   When the Civil War broke out, Sapulpa donated $1,000 in 
gold to the Confederacy and joined the army’s Creek regiment
mounted horses. He was wounded at the battle of Elk Creek 
near Checotah and discharged.
   In 1863, he was elected to the House of Kings, a Creek na-
tion governmental body. He held the job until his death.
   After the war, Sapulpa found his home and trading post had 
burned. He tried a second post for a few years, but ultimately
became a farmer and rancher.
   By 1886, the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad extended its line 
from Red Fork to the Sapulpa area because of the interest in 

logging walnut trees.
   The railroad yard was called the “Sapulpa Station” in honor of 
Chief Sapulpa, who had befriended the railway workers.
   Sapulpa was the first passenger to ride the train into Sapulpa 
on the invitation of the railroad.
   He died in 1887.
   By the late 1890s Sapulpa became a place known for out-
laws, Hubbard said.
   The Dalton gang, Belle Starr, the Cook gang and the Buck 
gang all knew Sapulpa well, he said.
   Bill Cook was an ex-marshal who turned bad.
The outlaws didn’t bother the natives, instead they lived har-
moniously trading with each other.
   “The rapport was so good between the two that when the 
marshal came in town, the natives would raise a flag on
Sugarloaf Hill to warn the outlaws,” he said.
   In 1902, Sapulpa was made a court town of the western 
judicial district of Indian Territory.
   In 1913, Sapulpa was chosen by popular vote to be Creek 
County’s judicial seat after a bitter race with Bristow.

Sapulpa, Namesake (cont.)
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Here’s why you don’t 
want to miss “Voices 

from the Drum”

PAWHUSKA -- The drum stands at the heart of Osage cultural 
activities, and the free opening reception for the “Voices from 
the Drum” exhibit is set for 7 p.m.  Friday, July 23, at the Osage 
Nation Museum.
The exhibit was initiated and produced by the Osage Nation 
Foundation and curated by the Osage Nation Museum. The 
exhibit continues through March 26, 2022. 
The exhibit is the result of a remarkable community arts ini-
tiative of the Osage Nation Foundation, according to a news 
release from the Osage Nation.  The concept originated with a 
conversation between members of the foundation and Wilson 
Pipestem.
Pipestem, motivated by his brother, Rock Pipestem, an Osage 
drum maker, presented the concept of using the hand drum 
as an artistic canvas. The ONF commissioned Rock Pipestem to 
produce 19 drums to be designed by Osage artists.
The artists used the beautiful, natural form of the drum as a 
canvas to express their individual ideas and understanding of 
its significance among Osages.  Bill Webb, executive drector of 
the Osage Nation Foundation and project director for “Voices 
from the Drum,” said “The ONF Board of Trustees feel this exhibit 
is important because it allows for the documentation of the role 
of the drum in Osage culture while presenting an opportunity 
to support and promote Osage artists.” 
 The project assembled the creativity, knowledge and talent 
of 19 artists that included established professionals and new 
talent.
“Too often, we consider traditional forms as unchanging forces, 
sometimes becoming inert by our desire to preserve them 
and keep them the same in perpetuity.  ‘Voices from the Drum,’ 
however, opens an avenue for fresh perspectives to enter our 
traditional practices, celebrating them and renewing their 
purpose for people of today,” said Museum Director Marla 
Redcorn-Miller. 
Exhibiting artists are Norman Akers, Dante Biss-Grayson, Joe 
Don Brave, June Carpenter, Sarah Elsberry, Anita Fields, Yatika 
Fields, Jessica Moore Harjo, Kilan Jacobs, Jonathan Lunsford, 
Harleigh Moore, Ted Moore, Vanessa Moore, Rock Pipestem, 
Wendy Ponca, Alex Ponca Stock, Jon Red Corn, RA Red Corn, 
Addie Roanhorse and Jennifer Tiger. 
“This brought out artists that we currently know, but there 
were some emerging artists that we didn’t know existed. It was 
amazing to see talent in our tribe that we didn’t even know we 
had. I felt like we uncovered treasures along the way,” said Julie 
O’Keefe, a member of the foundation board.
 After closing in Pawhuska, “Voices from the Drum” will travel to 
museums and galleries acaross the United States. 
 For more information on exhibit rental, contact Bill Webb at 
bwebb@osagefoundation.org  or (405) 415-038. 
Photo caption: “Little Stars from the Sky Lodge, 2018,” by Jessica 
Moore Harjo, is among the pieces in the exhibit.  Pine, birch, 
bison hide, steel and acylic paint. (Photo provided by Osage 
Nation)

B
y 

K
im

b
er

ly
 B

u
rk



7 | AUGUST 2021 | NATIVEOKLAHOMA.US

ADVERTISE 
in NOK 
NOW!

Promote your 
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Paul and Brittany Ballard moved to Mead after falling in love 
with Lake Texoma. They took their home improvement business 
with them from Gainesville, Texas, and have since opened more 
businesses, so there’s not much downtime. But when they do 
get a day off, the lake is there.
“We have a boat,” said Brittany Ballard, who is Cherokee. 
“I like to fish, I like to ski, I like to go to the beach and hang out 
with friends. We drive our golf cart to the dock and fish off the 
dock. We are a mile from the water. Almost every weekend we 
get to play on the lake.”
Paul Ballard, who is Choctaw and a U.S. Army veteran, es-
tablished his first business in 2002 when he bought an ABC 
Seamless franchise, offering seamless steel siding, roofing and 
gutters.  The couple expanded the business to include remodels 
and all kinds of home improvements and are now known as 
Ballard Improvements.
They also own a tire shop in Mead, and Brittany works part-time 

as a registered nurse. She’s also a realtor, and the couple flip 
houses.
“I like being this busy,” Brittany Ballard said. She said she also 
loves being a stepmother to Paul’s two daughters, ages 16 and 
23. 
The Ballards joined the American Indian Chamber of Commerce 
in 2018, and Brittany is vice president of the Southeastern Okla-
homa Chapter.
 “I’ve learned a lot pertaining to business topics,” she said. 
Brittany has also learned a lot about her tribal heritage. She did 
not grow up with traditional Native ways, but developed an 
interest after she turned 18 and obtained a tribal card.
She said she does research online, and has studied the Chero-
kee language via YouTube. 
“I went to Tahlequah and visited the museum. I learned a lot 
there.”

“Family Owned and Operated

We Offer Start-to-Finish 
Solutions for Every Project”

BALLARD IMPROVEMENTS
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In last month’s issue of this magazine we provided an article 
about solar energy generation and how Oklahoma Tribes 
could immediately benefit from investments in renewable and 
sustainable electrical generation on Tribal lands. Also, we pointed 
out that it is not as if Tribal Nations needed a “Green New Deal” to 
encourage sustainable practices to be good stewards for our lands, 
we have been practicing that for generations. That being said, let’s 
move on toward our topic for August: ESG.

ESG, one of the new acronyms in use today, stands for: 
(Environmental, Social and Governance) guidance directives. These 
new directives are gaining speed and significant momentum when 
financial groups evaluate businesses or organizations and it looks 
like that could be good news for investments, such as clean and 
sustainable energy, in Indian Country.
Businesses around the world are starting to define their future 
plans in terms of sustainability and renewability to their 
stakeholders and customers, however, many are accused of “green 
washing” and their proclamations appear less than credible. That 
is where Indian Country could come into the picture. Tribes have 
inherent credibility when speaking to issues of reducing negative 
environmental impacts, caring for their people and operating 
their enterprises in ethical, responsible and inclusive manners. 
If a manufacturer or service provider was looking for long-term 
strategic partners to help meet their net zero commitments within 
their supply chains, why not look to Indian Country.
Oklahoma organizations like BlueHawk Energy, Inc., an 
international LNG and electric power generation company, 

believe there are fundamental shifts occurring within the global 
financial community that are directly tied to the ESG movement. 
David Scull-BlueHawk Energy CEO, says “attitudes by investors 
and financial institutions across the world appear centered on 
the concept that climate risks are investment risks.” The results of 
how societies respond to sustainability and climate issue risks are 
driving significant reallocations of capital and energy transitions 
according to Larry Fink – BlackRock, Inc. CEO, the largest asset 
manager in the world with over $9 trillion in assets. Scull then went 
on to say; “the ESG movement driven economic changes could be 
particularly important, in a positive way, for Oklahoma Tribes. The 
quickening ESG focus, and associated energy transitions can attract 
$ billions in new investments into Indian Country, stimulating 
economic diversity and technological advancements within new 
green ventures”.
There is an ancient American Indian proverb that says; We do 
not inherit the earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our 
children. That pretty well sums up what ESG means for Tribes in 
Oklahoma and indigenous peoples from around the world since 
time immemorial.

Responsible Tribal energy sovereignty is a worthy goal. The 
Department of Indian Energy and the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory offer an enormous amount of technical advice on these 
types of projects and funding is available to Tribes in the form of 
loans and grants for meritorious energy ideas.

What does “ESG” mean for 
Oklahoma Tribes?
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DURANT – The Choctaw Cultural Center, which opened July 23, “is 
the embodiment of the Choctaw journey,” says Senior Director Stacey 
Halfmoon.

“This represents over a decade of research and a tremendous 
amount of work,” Halfmoon said during a July 20 media tour.
Halfmoon and her staff members are especially proud of the 
Choctaw citizen involvement that’s evident throughout the 
100,000-square-feet building. 
“There was a tremendous amount of community input,” said Ian 
Thompson, director of the historic preservation department.
Thompson said 2,000 people responded to the surveys distributed 
at community centers as tribal leaders sought opinions as to how 
the culture could best be represented.
Halfmoon said the result is a space that educates visitors about the 
history and culture of the tribe, and where people can teach, learn 
and participate in the Choctaw culture. 
“All these cultural activities are the way we keep the Choctaw spirit 
alive,” Halfmoon said.
The cultural center is a feast for the senses. 
The work of tribal artists and artisans is everywhere, from colorful 
murals to handmade jewelry and beadwork to a cape fashioned 
from feathers.
Environmental recordings in the exhibit areas feature soothing 
birdsong and other wildlife sounds. 
The menu at the Champuli Café ranges from ancient recipes to the 
comfort foods made today in home kitchens across the state, with 
an emphasis on in-season fruits and vegetables.
Living tribal citizens were used as models for “life cast” figures 

that help illustrate the Choctaw Nation’s journey from Alabama to 
Mississippi and eventually to southeastern Oklahoma on the Trail 
of Tears.
For exhibits that depict the lush habitat nurtured by the tribe, 
especially prior to European contact, tribal artists created lifelike 
vegetation such as towering stalks of flower corn.
The cultural center houses precious artifacts such as a 10,000-year-
old spear point and a 600-year-old shell hoe. But some stories are 
told with reproductions of ancient objects, also created by talented 
tribal members.
Stories handed down through the generations are related by tribal 
members on videos found in one exhibit space. Stories were often 
used as teaching tools, said Thomas Olive, a cultural educator who 
is featured on one of the videos. 
The children’s learning area is known as the Luksi Activity Center. 
Luksi means turtle, and a model of an alligator snapping turtle is 
the showpiece of the space. Children can walk inside the turtle and 
find a carpeted room where they can sit comfortably on the floor 
for storytelling and other activities.
“The Cultural Center was designed as a living, breathing space 
that encapsulates centuries of the Chahta Nowvt Aya, or Choctaw 
Journey,” said Gary Batton, chief of the Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma.
“It is an important story to tell and one we are proud to share.”
The Choctaw Cultural Center is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. It is located near the casino and resort, at 
Choctaw Road and Highway 69/75 in Durant.

By Kimberly Burk
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OKEMAH 
– You 
could have 
heard a pin 
drop while Curtis 
Scott was singing the 
hymns of the Muscogee 
people.
His voice is rich and deep, 
and he performed acapella 
with confidence, even on stage 
at the Woody Guthrie Music Festival, 
where he would soon be followed by 
professional folk singers.
Along with Native filmmaker Sterlin Harjo 
and music historian Hugh Foley, who teaches at 
Rogers State University, Scott was a panelist for a 
presentation on the Native music of Oklahoma.
Scott lives in Oklahoma City and is a deacon at Salt 
Creek Indian Baptist Church near Wetumka, where the 
service is conducted in English but the hymns are sung in the 
Muscogee language.
“We have hymns for happiness, loneliness, sickness and death,” 
Scott told the audience. “A few that came along during the time 
of Removal are still sung today. But some of the older hymns have 
vanished.”
Harjo, who is Seminole and Muscogee, wrote and directed a feature 
documentary entitled “This May Be the Last Time,” in which he 
chronicles the search for his grandfather, who went missing in 1962 
in Seminole County. During the search, hymns of encouragement 
were sung in tribal languages. The name of the film is taken from 
the lyrics of a Muscogee hymn.
Harjo says Native hymn-singing differs, even within the state. 
People who live south of Interstate 40 have a more bluesy, slower 
singing style, while north of I-40 the hymns are faster, in more of 

the 
Scottish 

style.
There’s a lot 

of repetition 
in the Muscogee 

hymns, Harjo said, 
and musical instruments 

typically are not used.
Foley said he married into 

the Muscogee Nation, joined a 
Native church and started learning 

the hymns. He and Harjo met when 
Foley attended a screening of Harjo’s 

2009 film, “Barking Water,” and Foley sang 
for Harjo his favorite Muscogee hymn.

Foley said some traditional Native music is tribal-
specific and “is used to get results,” such as with 

sun dances, and has mostly stayed within the Indian 
community. The music of the powwow is pan-Indian 

and more available to the outside world. Syncretic music 
happens when Native music is merged with other traditions, 

such as the lyrics that were set to the melodies of enslaved 
people owned by tribes.  And there’s the music of contemporary 
artists, such as Oklahoma native Samantha Crain, who is Choctaw 
and has won Indigenous Music and Native American Music awards.
“Native culture in general is easy to miss, but it’s also right in front 
of your face, all the time,” Harjo said. 
“I think there was a mistrust from the Native people to share, 
because there was a time when our ceremonies and our dances 
were illegal.”
Scott said he was told as a young person to learn the hymns, 
because when he went to visit the elders who were sick or lonely, it 
would lift their spirits to have the sacred music sung to them.
“The Creek people are so faith-driven,” Harjo said.

By Kimberly Burk



12 | AUGUST 2021 | NATIVEOKLAHOMA.US



LOCAL NEWS & CULTURE | 13

Lucky Star Casino becomes the latest victim of ransomware attacks 
in a long list of businesses, city and government agencies, public 
school systems and hospitals who have already been affected by 
ransomware attacks.
In recent months several casinos in Las Vegas, the city of Tulsa and 
the Menominee Casino Resort in Keshena, WI have all been victims 
of external computer attacks.
In a statement released by Lucky Star Casino on June 21, 2021, it 
stated, “Lucky Star Casino has unfortunately joined the growing list 
of government agencies, businesses and other casinos to be hit by 
a ransomware attack. The security and confidentiality of all data are 
a top priority for us. Therefore, we immediately notified federal law 
enforcement including the FBI.”
Lucky Star Casino, owned by the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, 
shut their operations down on Saturday, June 18 immediately after 
becoming aware of a computer cyber-attack.
“The forensic cyber professionals we called in have traced the 
attack to Bulgaria, but from there it is almost impossible to locate 
the exact person or persons responsible,” Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes’ Gov. Reggie Wassana said.
Gov. Wassana said the FBI advised them to not negotiate on the 
ransom.
“We are covered up to a certain dollar amount through our 
insurance and our cyber professionals are cleaning up the servers, 
and since we had a backup system, we are able to reboot the 
servers, reinstall the programs needed, and they are adding more 
security and safeguards,” Gov. Wassana said.
It is anticipated the Lucky Star Casino in Concho, Okla., will be back 
up and running within the next two days, with the other casinos 
following shortly after.
“We will have to go to each casino one by one and do the same 
thing with them and their servers as the cyber professionals are 
doing at Concho. It’s just a matter of time,” Gov. Wassana said. “We 
all have the potential to be compromised in this day and age. I 
even had my debit card compromised and stolen and that’s just 
from going to the local convenience store and getting gas.”
In March 2020 two Las Vegas casinos were hit with ransomware 
attacks, crippling their operations.
In October 2020, two Idaho tribal casinos and one California casino 
were closed following cyberattacks. In June 2021the Menominee 
Casino Resort in Keshena, WI was a victim of an external computer 
attack. Tribal Chairman Gunnar Peters also contacted the local 
authorities and the FBI.
Cybersecurity experts warned gaming properties should prepare 
for continuing risks.
“Several casinos have been the victims of cyberattacks, some 
of which have included data breaches,” said Anthony Cabot, 
Distinguished Fellow in Gaming Law at UNLV’s Boyd School of Law, 
in a statement to Casino.org. “Casinos are attractive targets because 

they maintain significant financial data on their patrons.”
Casinos collect sensitive and valuable data from visitors, such as 
credit card numbers. They also have many cyber locations where 
they can be attacked. Both factors lead to the increased risk of an 
attack.
In an April 2021 article by Director of Cyber Liability for M3 
Insurance, Emily Selck she stated ransomware poses a major 
threat to tribal entities. She wrote, in part, “Ransomware is defined 
as a type of malicious software designed to block access to a 
computer system until a sum of money or other consideration is 
paid. Ransomware is spread most frequently by phishing emails 
but can also come from clicking a website’s link that unknowingly 
downloads malware, known as “drive-by downloading.” Malware, 
or malicious software, infects the system shutting down servers, 
encrypting information, or exfiltrating data. A demand is made, 
typically requesting cryptocurrency, with an expiration date 
and time. If a company or individual decide to make payment, 
they transfer the funds. If successful, a key is provided to decrypt 
data, servers are back up and running, or data is promised to 
be destroyed. The average ransom demand soared in 2020 to 
$312,493 from $115,123 in 2019.
Tribal operations at all levels are exposed to this type of cyber risk. 
Most are lead to believe the casino is the most vulnerable to an 
attack, specifically ransomware, but breaches often occur at other 
tribal entities. For example, a secretary clicks on a bad website link, 
or a C-store retail manager responds to a phishing attack email. It is 
also not just computer workstations that can experience a breach, 
but also mobile phones, tablets, and other electronics with internet 
access.
“Tribal nations should follow the lead of businesses who have taken 
a special and increased consideration for cyber risk. Ransomware 
demands continue to increase and activity is widespread. Taking 
time to consider a tailored, stand-alone cyber insurance policy 
is a critical part of cyber risk hygiene for tribal nations and their 
business entities,” Selck said.
And it’s not just tribal casinos being targeted. Hospitals, colleges, 
city governments and federal government agencies and more 
are being attacked at an unprecedented rate. Damages from 
cybercrime is expected to hit $6 trillion in 2021 (up from $3 
trillion in 2015.) In 2021 alone some of the entities to be attacked 
are the City of Lawrence in Massachusetts, the City of Tulsa in 
Oklahoma, Broward County School District in Florida, the University 
of California, the University of Maryland and the NBA (National 
Basketball Association).
The Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes government offices were not 
affected, as they operate on a separate server than the casinos. 
Lucky Star Casino continues to pay all their employees while being 
shut down.

by Rosemary Stephens

“Lucky Star Casino attacked by ransomware”
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GRAND OPENING!
  Saturday  September 18, 2021  10am – 10pm
  Sunday  September 19, 2021 10am - 8pm

First Americans Museum 659 First Americans Blvd. OKC, OK 73129

www.FAMok.org 
405.594.2100

  Available online August 1, 2021

  No onsite parking (Free shuttle from designated lots beginning at 8am)

Music
Cultural Demonstrations
Fashion Shows
Modern Dance
Film Screenings 
Youth Activities 
Interactive Art

EVENT ADMISSION $5  

GRAND OPENING ACTIVITIES (Featuring First American Artists)  

PARK & RIDE ONLY (visit www.famok.org for details) 
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“I pray that He may grant you, according to the riches of 
His glory, to be strengthened with power in the inner man 
through His Spirit, and that the Messiah may dwell in your 
hearts through faith. I pray that you, being rooted and firmly 
established in love, may be able to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the length and width, height and depth of God’s 
love, and to know the Messiah’s love that surpasses knowledge, 
so you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to Him 
who is able to do above and beyond all that we ask or think 
according to the power that works in us” —Ephesians 3:16-20 

God has made promises to us in His Holy Word.  We need to 
read, pray, meditate, be the church and share our Jesus story 
with as many people as possible!  Let’s not live a life that forgets 
what God is doing for us as His children! Let’s live the victorious 
life that is only possible through Jesus Christ!

John Piper says it best: “One of the great enemies of hope is 
forgetting God’s promises.” God’s promises never leave. We 
simply forget them.

REMEMBER YOUR PROVIDER
“I pray that He may grant you, according to the riches of His 
glory, to be strengthened with power in the inner man through 
His Spirit,” —Ephesians 3:16 

He is the Creator of everything and loves to come through for 
you. He provides everything you need for godliness, is able to 
meet all your needs according to His glorious riches and gave 
you what you needed most – His Son, Jesus Christ.

REMEMBER YOUR POSITION
“and that the Messiah may dwell in your hearts through faith. 
I pray that you, being rooted and firmly established in love,” —
Ephesians 3:17 

God deeply longs for you to intimately know Him and His 
unlimited love – the height, width, length and depth of an 
incomprehensible love that covers all your mistakes and adopts 
you into God’s family.

REMEMBER YOUR PORTION
“and to know the Messiah’s love that surpasses knowledge, so 

you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” —Ephesians 3:19 

 When you don’t receive satisfaction vertically, you look for it 
horizontally. Only the Living Water saturates your thirst. Let Him 
be your portion and fill your cup to overflowing.

REMEMBER YOUR PURSUIT
“Now to Him who is able to do above and beyond all that 
we ask or think according to the power that works in us” —
Ephesians 3:20 

As you pursue God, you will pursue His people. Why? When your 
heart aligns to God’s heart, His desires become your desires – 
and He desires restoration for the hurting, broken, and lost.

Fellowship of Christian Athletes PURSUE Theme:
“pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and 
gentleness.”
—1 Timothy 6:11

Pursue the mission, knowing that the greatest work God wants 
to do through you happens because His power is at work within 
you.  Let’s try and remember God’s promises as we continue to 
go through daily life.  It still is difficult times that we live in.  
God can handle your world!
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MISSING

 

 

Indian Law      Eminent Domain 

Business Law      Administrative Law 

Real Property      Civil Litigation 

 

 

 

 

 

(918) 994-7051 office  (918) 994-7052 fax  www.sterlingoaks.law 

2400 W. Detroit Street  Broken Arrow, OK 74012 

 

“This New Year’s Eve we invite you to celebrate the life of our 
beloved Emily Sue Zanne Morgan. She is so missed. And 
loved. We must make sure she never forgets that.
 
This year we will light up the darkness for her. Fireworks, Water 
lanterns, Sparklers, Candles...Whatever you have that will con-
nect you to her. Even your Medicines. Burn your Cedar.
 
Details will be announced in the coming weeks with a location 
for us to gather together but socially distanced. (Outside.) 
Please, be getting together your cutest Winter ensemble. As 
y’all know Emily dressed up. She showed out! 
 
There will also be virtual details coming for those of you who 
can only celebrate virtually. 
 
At midnight her birthday begins. And we want everyone to 
shine a light for her to see. To see and feel, to feel the warmth 

and love we send to her. On her special day of Birth and ev-
eryday. Lets shine a light for Emily and for Justice. For what’s 
done in the dark will be brought to the light.”

Emily Sue Zanne Morgan
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By Fus Yvhikv
Tribal Captive Insurance Companies

C

0

SOUR SOFKEE

           aptive insurance companies that are owned, controlled  
            and managed by Indian tribes are a phenomenon  
            that appears to be poised to sweep across Indian Coun-
try in the next few years. Many Indian tribes are discovering 
what thousands of private companies have known for years: 
that a captive insurance company is a great way to turn an 
expense into a profit center.
   Captive insurance companies are simply an insurance com-
pany that is wholly-owned by its parent company. A captive 
insurance company is authorized to write insurance policies 
only to its parent or its affiliates. 
   Unlike an admitted carrier, captive insurance companies can-
not write policies for the general public or for other companies 
who are not affiliated by the captive insurance company’s par-
ent company. The term “captive” is used to describe such in-
surance companies due to it having a “captive” market among 
the parent company and the various affiliated companies.
   Thousands of captive insurance companies have been 
licensed and have operated successfully for many years. Right 
now, to my knowledge, only the Mashantucket Pequot tribe 
has moved forward with forming and owning a captive insur-
ance company. 
   However, there are many signs that indicate that that is 
about to change in a big way. One pressing reason is that 
tribes have grown in size and complexity to a point where in-
surance provided by third-party insurance carriers is either too 
costly or such insurance companies do not provide adequate 

coverage. In addition, COVID has made manifest the need to 
form captives. Finally, the tribes have been denied their claims 
under their business interruption insurance by the various 
carriers. 
   Hence enter the notion of a tribally-owned captive insurance 
company. These companies will afford Indian tribal govern-
ments the opportunity to realize significant improvements 
in their overall risk management efforts. The tribe effectively 
pays premiums to itself. In addition, the tribal captive insur-
ance company makes it own decisions as to what coverag
es and policies it will provide to its parent company and its 
affiliates. 
   Another compelling reason that tribes will move to captive in-
surance companies in coming years is that the tribe has much 
greater control over the insurance company’s administration, 
overhead and investments. Also, the tribe gets to write its own 
insurance policies. 
   Even better, the tribes can self-regulate a captive in the same 
manner that they do in gaming. Tribes can and should create 
their own regulatory body, the Office of the Tribal Insurance 
Commissioner, to license, regulate, supervise and examine 
any captive insurance companies that are under its domicile. 
Failing that, tribes will have to get their captive insurance 
license from a state government and thereby be subject to the 
sovereignty of a state entity. 
   The Captive Insurance Association for Native Nations 
(“CIANN”) is a recently formed not-for-profit that stands ready 
to educate, inform and assist tribes in developing their own 
captive insurance company. CIANN stands ready to offer 
turn-key services for tribes who wish to turn insurance from an 
expense to a profit center for the tribe. For more information 
about CIANN, please visit their website at www.ciann.org. 
   Look for the idea of captive insurance companies to soon 
“captivate” Indian Country. It is an idea whose time has come. 
It is another way in which tribes will be the leaders in the 
financial arena and thereby continue to strengthen their tribal 
sovereignty. 

John Morris is currently serving with Oklahoma Fellowship of Christian Athletes and is supported financially by faith partners. If you are 
interested in more information on FCA or being a faith partner go to this link https://my.fca.org/johnmorris.  John can be contacted through 
email: johnmorris@fca.org or by cell number (785-760-1627).

John Morris
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To Carry Sweet Things Tote
Eagle Tote

Enjoy 10% off entire order December 1st-21st
Only at MahotaTextiles.com - code: MAHOTA10

Eagle Creek Golf Club
2742 Ben Pell Dr • Joplin, MO 64804 | 
417‐623‐5050
www.downstream.com/
Golf_eaglecreek
18 holes | Par 71 | 6,785 yards |
Dress code | Bar/lounge

FireLake Golf Course
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, OK 74801
405-275-4471
www.firelakegolf.com
18 holes | Par 72 | 6,595 yards

Will Rogers Downs
20900 South 4200 Rd.
Claremore, OK 74019
918-283-8800
400 RV pads | 50/30 amp | Full hook-ups 
| Restrooms | Laundry | Shower facilities 
| 4-hr security  | Over 40,000 sq ft of 
versatile meeting space | Wi-Fi | Dog 
park | Horseshoe pit | Playground | Tent 
sites | Barbecue grills & picnic tables | 
Club House | Chapel

Cherokee Hills Golf Course
770 West Cherokee Street
Catoosa, OK 74015
1-800-760-6700
cherokee.golf@cnent.com
18 Holes | Par 70 | 6635 Yards | Dress 
code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop | Banquet 
room

Winstar Golf Course
Casino Ave.,Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317 777
27 Holes | 7,200 yards | Par 72 | Dress 
code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop

Winstar Golf Academy
Fountainhead Creek Golf Course
HC 60-1350, Checotah, OK 74426
918-689-3209 | 18 Holes | Par 72 | Dress 
code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop

Cherokee Springs Golf Course
700 E. Ballentine Rd, Tahlequah, OK 
74464 | 918-456-5100
18 Holes | Par 70 | Dress code|  Bar/Grill 
| Pro-shop

GOLF CLUBS
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ReSORt LiStinG
Downstream Casino 
Resort
69300 East Nee Road, Quapaw, 
OK 74363 | 1-888-DWNSTRM (396-7876)
918-919-6000
E: info@downstreamcasino.com
www.downstream.com

Buffalo Run Casino Resort
1366 N. Highway 69A, Miami, OK 74354
Phone: 918-542-2900 | Fax: 918-542-2908
GPS Address: 8414 S 580 Rd
www.buffalorunhotel.com

Indigo Sky Casino
70220 East HWY 60, Wyandotte, 
OK 74370
1.888.992.SKY1 | www.indigoskycasino.com

Grand Lake Casino & Lodge
24701 S 655 Rd., Grove, OK, 74344
Phone: 918.786.8528 | RSVP: 
918.786.4406 | Event Center: 918.786.1974
www.grandlakecasino.com

Cherokee Casino West 
Siloam Springs
1.800.754.4111 2416 Highway, 
412 West Siloam Springs, OK 74338
1.800.754.4111 (press 1, then 1) to RSVP
www.cherokeecasino.com

Cherokee Inn
Cherokee Boulevard, Roland, OK 74954 
800.256.2338 | EXT: 205

Hard Rock Casino Hotel Resort
777 West Cherokee Street, Catoosa, 
OK 74015 | 1.800.760.6700
www.hardrockcasinotulsa.com

Osage Casino Hotels
1.877.246.8777
www.osagecasinos.com/hotels
Skiatook & Ponca City
First Council Casino Hotel 12875
North Highway 77, Newkirk, OK 74647
(877) 7-CLANS-0 or (877) 725-2670
www.firstcouncilcasinohotel.com

Grand Casino Hotel 
Resort
777 Grand Casino Boulevard
Shawnee, OK 74804
Casino: (405) 964-7263
Hotel: (405) 964-7777
www.grandresortok.com

Artesian Hotel
1001 W. 1st Street, Sulphur, OK 73086
1.855.455.5255 |www.artesianhotel.com

Riverwind Casino Hotel
1544 State Highway 9, Norman, OK 
73072
1-405-322-6000 | www.riverwind.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - 
Durant
4216 S. Hwy 69/75, Durant , OK 74701
Tel: 1-580-920-0160 | Toll Free: 1-888-
652-4628 | Fax: 1-580-931-2725
E: hotel.shift@choctawcasinos.com

Choctaw Casino Hotel - 
Pocola
3400 Choctaw Road, Pocola, OK 74902
Tel: 918-436-7761
Toll Free: 1.800.590.5825
Fax: 918.436.7723
E: pocola.hotelmanagers@choctawcasinos.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - 
Grant
US Hwy 271, Grant, OK 74738 USA
Tel: 580-317-8500 | Fax: 580-326-5171
E: nancy.hedrick@choctawcasinos.com

Winstar World Casino & 
Resort
777 Casino Ave, Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317
www.winstarworldcasino.com

Winstar World Casino 
Hotel
1-866-946-7787

The Inn at Winstar
21943 Anoatubby Way, Thackerville, 
OK 73459
1-866-946-7787

Apache Casino Hotel
2315 East Gore Blvd., Lawton, OK 73501 
580.248.5905
www.apachecasinohotel.com

Comanche Red River 
Casino
Oklahoma 36 Devol, OK
1-877-369-8351
www.comanchenationcasinos.com

River Spirit Casino Resort
8330 Riverside Pkwy, Tulsa, OK 74137
918-299-8518 | www.riverspirittulsa.com
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McGirt v. Oklahoma was the inflammatory and self-serving title of 
a public forum  organized by Oklahoma Gov. Stitt. McGirt v. Stitt 
would have been a more accurate title. 
Stitt had curated a panel of district attorneys from northeastern 
Oklahoma counties. The panel was whiter than Crisco shortening. 
Notably absent from the panel were tribal representatives. Stitt 
alleged that the tribes had been invited but blamed the slow 
delivery times of the Pony Express for lack of tribal representation. 
For Natives, it was clear that this forum was bullstitt. The absence 
of tribal or federal representation was glaring. Stitt and the DAs 
wanted to spread fear and misrepresentation among the masses 
about the effects of McGirt. Their hope was that by stoking the 
flames of fear, it would pave the way for congressional action to 
defang McGirt and thus damage tribal sovereignty. 
However, electronic smoke signals brought scores of recalcitrant 
Natives to the forum. The Natives were restless! They were there 
to make the Native voice heard. Did they ever! They spoke truth to 
power. Me, Yahola, Tarpalechee and Fixico attended as well as our 
good friend, Sarah Gray, Native journalist par excellence. 
The fighting forum got off to a rousing start with the forced 
removal of Paul Tay, a Tulsa area pretendian gadfly. Before Stitt 
could flick his forked tongue, Tay was making a mad dash down the 
center isle toward the dais. He was intercepted by burly security 
guards. 
Even as Tay was screaming, “I’m not going anywhere!”, he was going 
somewhere. Out the side door and into captivity. The guards had 
him hogtied and they were carrying him over their shoulders like 
drunken frat boys parading a fallen goalpost after a big win.
Me and the Creek boys were laughing our cvpos off! Tarpalechee 
shouted, “Heyluh! This is going to be a night to remember!”. Truer 
words were never spoken. From a Native perspective, things only 
got better from there. 
The phalanx of DAs was each given the opportunity to whack the 
pinata known as McGirt with their Louisville slugger. As the DAs 
were beating McGirt in Rodney King fashion, Stitt was standing at 
the podium with a Stitt-eating grin on his Gomer Pyle face.  It was 
then that the Natives went on the warpath. Stitt was wide eyed 
in fear and was heard on a hot mike saying in Custer-like fashion, 
“Where did all these damn Indians come from?”
The Native resistance rose up as one to shout down each speaker 
who attempted to spread fear and misinformation. The purveyors 
of lies and disinformation were getting nothing past the Natives. 
Every time Stitt or the DAs threw a jab, the Natives immediately 
responded with a thundering right cross or left hook. More 

ominously for Oklahoma, McGirt adroitly cut off the ring and 
backed Stitt into a corner. McGirt, in the form of Sarah Gray, then 
moved in for the knockout punch. 
The ESPN highlight moment happened when Gomer Pyle, er, Stitt 
was  dutifully reading predetermined questions to the panel. These 
questions were ostensibly ones supposedly submitted in real time 
by the audience. But the Natives saw through the ruse. It was Sarah 
who delivered the money shot.
Stitt stood at the podium reading from a note card. He posed the 
question to his lackey panelists, “What would happen if a drunken 
driver killed a Native. Who would have jurisdiction?”
Stitt’s attempt at pathos, to win over the hearts and minds of 
Natives by eliciting fear of victimization, fell flat and instead was 
received by the gathered tribespeople as egregiously funny bathos. 
From the sublime to the ridiculous. It was then that the Native 
journalist Sarah pounced and derailed the whole Stitt-show with a 
single question.
“A drunken driver who might kill a Native, Governor?” Sarah loudly 
responded. “Would that driver be your wife who has wrecked at 
least two state-owned vehicles?”
Sarah’s question caused the entire audience to laugh derisively, 
cackle, hoot, holler and guffaw. We all knew that Stitt was down for 
the count and would not be rising from the mat. McGirt was doing 
a victory parade around the ring in Muhammad Ali like fashion. 
Stitt was apoplectic. He could only respond in an impotent fashion 
by attempting to stare down Sarah from the podium. He had a 
frozen grimace on his face that looked like a constipated Gomer 
Pyle. Sarah tossed him a small crow bar. “Looks like you need this 
more than I do, Governor.” Stitt then announced a sudden, and 
immediate, early end of the forum. McGirt had knocked out Stitt in 
the 2nd round. It was a great day to be Native.

Fus Yvhikv

SOUR SOFKEE: 
“MCGIRT KNOCKS OUT STITT IN 

THE 2ND ROUND AT THE FORUM” 
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SHOP NATIVE ART, TEXTILES, PRINTS & MORE
WWW.NATIVEOKLAHOMA.US

Tularosa Pottery Shoulder Bag
$125 | ACONOV

Eagle Blanket
$320 | Mahota Textiles

Parrot Bucket Bag
$200 | ACONOV

Creators Blessings
16.5” x 10.5” Print
$50 | Buffalo Gouge
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ANYTIME
ANYWHERE

KEYWORD RESEARCH
INITIAL ON–SITE CONTENT OPTIMIZATION (VISIBLE) 

INITIAL CONTENT OPTIMIZATION (NON – VISIBLE)
SEO INFRASTRUCTURE EVALUATION

SCHEMA MARKUP  • BAD LINK CLEANUP • WEBSITE 
ARCHIVE • WEBSITE CONTENT CREATION

BUSINESS DIRECTORY SUBMISSIONS
ONLINE YELLOWPAGE SUBMISSIONS

GPS & MOBILE MAP SUBMISSIONS
VOICE RECOGNITION & SEARCH SUBMISSIONS

BUSINESS LISTING NETWORK
LOCAL SEO, XML SITEMAPS
SEARCH ENGINE SUBMISSIONS
ADAPTATION TO SEARCH ENGINE RANKING UPDATES
ONGOING SEO SERVICES
GOOGLE ANALYTICS ACCOUNT CREATION
WEBMASTER TOOLS ACCOUNT CREATION
WEBSITE DESIGN RECOMMENDATION
MONTHLY RANKING REPORTS & UPDATES
INTERNET MARKETING CONSULTING

From us to you
We guarantee a minimum of five new and relevant 

keyword rankings each month. 

From us to you
We guarantee, based on preexisting keyword rankings, 
you’ll receive a positive net ranking gain each month. 

RUNNING YOUR DREAM BUSINESS? CREATING YOUR WEBSITE AND NEED HELP?

Contact us at adam@nativeoklahoma.us

RUNNING YOUR DREAM BUSINESS? CREATING YOUR WEBSITE AND NEED HELP?
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OKLAHOMA tRiBAL DiReCtORY
Absentee-Shawnee Tribe
2025 South Gordon Cooper
Shawnee, OK, 74801| 405.275.4030

Alabama-Quassarte
Tribal Town, 101 E. Broadway
Wetumka, OK, 74883
405 452-3987

Apache Tribe of 
Oklahoma
511 East Colorado Drive
Anadarko, OK | 405-247-9493

Caddo Nation of 
Oklahoma
Hwys. 281 & 152 Intersection
Binger, OK | 405-656-2344

Cherokee Nation
South of Tahlequah, Hwy. 62
Tahlequah, OK | 918-453-5000

Cheyenne-Arapaho 
Tribes
100 Red Moon Circle, Concho, OK 
405-262-0345

Chickasaw Nation
124 East 14th Street, Ada, OK
(580) 436-2603

Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma
529 N. 16th St., Durant, OK
800-522-6170

Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation
1601 Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, OK | 40A5-275-3121

Comanche Nation
584 NW Bingo Rd., Lawton, OK 
877-492-4988

Delaware (Lenape) Tribe
of Indians
5100 East Tuxedo Blvd.
Bartlesville, OK
918- 337-6550

Delaware Nation
31064 State Highway 281
Anadarko, OK | 405-247-2448

Eastern Shawnee Tribe
of Oklahoma
127 Oneida St., Seneca, MO
918-666-2435

Fort Sill Apache Tribe
Route 2, Box 12, Apache, OK
580-588-2298

Iowa Tribe of 
Oklahoma
RR 1, Box 72, Perkins, OK
405-547-2402

Kaw Nation of 
Oklahoma
698 Grandview Drive, Kaw City, OK
580-269-2552

Kialegee Tribal Town
623 East Hwy. 9, Wetumka, OK
405-452-3262

Kickapoo Tribe of 
Oklahoma
P.O. Box 70, McLoud, OK
405-964-7053

Kiowa Indian Tribe of 
Oklahoma
Hwy. 9, West of Carnegie, 
Carnegie, OK
580-654-2300

Miami Tribe of 
Oklahoma
202 S. Eight Tribes Trail, Miami, OK
918-542-1445

Modoc Tribe of 
Oklahoma
418 G Street, Miami, OK
918-542-1190

Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation
Hwy. 75 and Loop 56, 
Okmulgee, OK
800-482-1979

Osage Nation
813 Grandview, Pawhuska, OK
918-287-5555

Ottawa Tribe of 
Oklahoma
13 S. 69 A, Miami, OK
918-540-1536

Otoe-Missouria Tribe
8151 Hwy 177, Red Rock, OK
877-692-6863

Pawnee Nation of 
Oklahoma
Pawnee, OK
918-762-3621

Peoria Tribe of Indians 
of Oklahoma
118 S. Eight Tribes Trail, Miami, OK
918-540-2535

Ponca Tribe
20 White Eagle Drive, 
Ponca City, OK
580-762-8104

Quapaw Tribe of 
Indians
5681 S. 630 Rd., Quapaw, OK
918-542-1853

Sac and Fox Nation
920883 S. Hwy 99, Stroud, OK
918-968-3526

Seminole Nation of 
Oklahoma
Junction Hwys. 270 and 56
P. O. Box 1498, Wewoka, OK
405-257-7200

Seneca-Cayuga Nation
23701 S 655 Road, Grove, OK
918-542-6609

Shawnee Tribe
29 S. Hwy. 69A, Miami, OK
918-542-2441

Thlopthlocco Tribal 
Town
09095 Okemah Street, Okemah, OK
918-560-6198.

Tonkawa Tribe of 
Indians
1 Rush Buffalo Road, Tonkawa, OK
580-628-2561

United Keetoowah 
Band of Cherokee 
Indians
PO Box 746, Tahlequah, OK
918-431-1818

Wichita and Affiliated 
Tribes
(Wichita, Keechi, Waco, Tawakonie)
Hwy. 281, Anadarko, OK
405-247-2425

Wyandotte Nation
64700 E. Highway 60, 
Wyandotte, OK
918-678-2297
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Where’s
Your 

Chapter?
Learn More: Aiccok.org/membereships

aiccok.org | chamber@aiccok.org
All Nations. One Mission.

We invite you to “Come Grow With Us” this year as we continue to expand our programs, re-invigorate our local chapters, and provide more 
benefits to our members.  Our goal is to EDUCATE, EMPOWER and ENGAGE the Native American business community.  We look forward to 

having you join us as we make a difference in Indian Country! We are dedicated to working with all members of the community to advance 
the educational and economic opportunities for Native Americans throughout Oklahoma.


