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Native Oklahoma 
Magazine is a pub-
lication not only for 

the visitor to Oklahoma, but 
also a resource for our Native 
community and neighbors. 
Every month, Native Oklaho-
ma’s award-winning writers 
showcase Native artists, cooks, 
foods, culture, and crafts, as 
well as current events and 
powwows.   Our issues include 
event calendars and lists of 
Native American attractions 
across Oklahoma. Native 
Oklahoma also includes a list 
of gaming venues, places to 
stay, and the location of tribal 
headquarters. 
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You Deserve…a Break

life, Hubbard said. While fleeing a posse, Sapulpa jumped over 
the alligator, which frighten off the pursuers, he said.
   By 1836, most of the Creek and Yuchi Indians were forced to 
northeastern Oklahoma over the Trail of Tears.
   But Sapulpa stayed, resisting every move the white man 
made, Hubbard said.
   By the late 1840s, however, he was tired of fighting the white 
man and decided to relocate near his tribe.
   By 1850, Sapulpa established a trading post with a black-
smith shop overlooking Polecat and Rock creeks. He named 
his place Cone Hutchee, which meant `Polecat.’
   As the years passed, Sapulpa became prosperous selling 
coffee, sugar, tobacco, dry goods, flour, spices and other 
articles.
   When the Civil War broke out, Sapulpa donated $1,000 in 
gold to the Confederacy and joined the army’s Creek regiment
mounted horses. He was wounded at the battle of Elk Creek 
near Checotah and discharged.
   In 1863, he was elected to the House of Kings, a Creek na-
tion governmental body. He held the job until his death.
   After the war, Sapulpa found his home and trading post had 
burned. He tried a second post for a few years, but ultimately
became a farmer and rancher.
   By 1886, the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad extended its line 
from Red Fork to the Sapulpa area because of the interest in 

logging walnut trees.
   The railroad yard was called the “Sapulpa Station” in honor of 
Chief Sapulpa, who had befriended the railway workers.
   Sapulpa was the first passenger to ride the train into Sapulpa 
on the invitation of the railroad.
   He died in 1887.
   By the late 1890s Sapulpa became a place known for out-
laws, Hubbard said.
   The Dalton gang, Belle Starr, the Cook gang and the Buck 
gang all knew Sapulpa well, he said.
   Bill Cook was an ex-marshal who turned bad.
The outlaws didn’t bother the natives, instead they lived har-
moniously trading with each other.
   “The rapport was so good between the two that when the 
marshal came in town, the natives would raise a flag on
Sugarloaf Hill to warn the outlaws,” he said.
   In 1902, Sapulpa was made a court town of the western 
judicial district of Indian Territory.
   In 1913, Sapulpa was chosen by popular vote to be Creek 
County’s judicial seat after a bitter race with Bristow.

Sapulpa, Namesake (cont.)
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Amatoya | Cray 
Bauxmont-Flynn 
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Amatoya: New Native-owned company launches furni-
ture company TULSA (April 7, 2021) – Tulsa architect 
and entrepreneur Cray Bauxmont-Flynn has launched 

Amatoya, a Tulsa-based Native American furniture design and 
manufacturing company. 
 “Amatoya will promote Native American culture and artistry, 
incorporating it into a furniture line produced in eastern Okla-
homa,” said Flynn. He is best known as the principal and chief 
operating officer of EFG Design and Architecture, with offices in 
Tulsa, Dallas, and Las Vegas.
 Amatoya – a Cherokee word meaning “rainmaker” – opened 
with a three-person design staff producing a broad product line 
of household and hospitality furniture. Flynn said his firm is out-
sourcing its initial manufacturing needs to eastern Oklahoma 
craftsmen. These artisans are hand-crafting sofas, chairs, cabi-
nets, desks, and other case goods for six designer showrooms 
under development in Tulsa, Oklahoma City, Atlanta, Denver, 
Dallas, and Chicago.
 “Eventually, we would like to have our pieces in showrooms na-
tionally,” he said. “We are working with various showrooms and 
design centers to display our pieces. It just takes time to set up.”
 Flynn expects his initial showrooms to debut in the fall, each 
with 15 different Amatoya pieces. From these launch furniture 
pieces, customers may order individually made products from a 
selection of materials and fabrics.
 “We could have up to 70 pieces eventually,” he said.
 “It’s not mass-produced,” said Flynn. “It’s bespoke custom pieces 
that are made one at a time. Our design studio is creating and 
designing the pieces, and then we’re reaching out to our local 
manufacturers to produce them. Each piece will be slightly cus-
tomizable to the clients’ needs or use, like the size of a chest or a 
sofa. We also will have our own fabric line that they can choose 
from to complement each upholstery piece.”
 Flynn – whose heritage draws from the Cherokee, Delaware, 
and Mohawk nations – first dabbled with furniture design a 
decade ago, crafting custom pieces for various clients globally.
 “I had taken some things I used to see – Cherokee artistry 
elements, imagery, symbols, graphics – and people seemed to 
like it,” he said. “I knew the process behind furniture design and 
manufacturing, and I often thought about doing something like 
this. It’s just taken some time to get it up and moving.”
 Flynn said each Amatoya product will draw from Native Ameri-
can artistry and its cultural essence.

 “There’s a story behind each piece that we’re producing and 
designing,” said Flynn. “It’s not just a chair. There’s an intrinsic 
nature of our people behind why we designed it the way we 
did.”
 Such stories draw from childhood tales his great-grandmother 
shared of their family tree. Flynn chose the company’s name 
from an iconic Cherokee leader whom he was told was an an-
cestor, Cherokee Chief Amatoya Moytoy.
 “I have a real interest in it,” Flynn said of his Native American 
legacy. “We’re extracting the cultural heritage and aspects of 
our people and kind of reinventing these elements, incorporat-
ing them into this type of design.”
 Amatoya (Amatoya.com) marks just one of Flynn’s business 
interests. Besides it and EFG, Flynn is a partner in the Nevada 
real estate development firm Ascot Group LLC.
 “I have a few other startups in mind,” said Flynn. “We will talk 
more about those later this year.”
 With these businesses, Flynn hopes to generate jobs and edu-
cation opportunities in Native American communities.
 “I would like to incorporate more Native Americans into the 
process and have them create elements for the line,” he said. “I 
also want to be a resource to provide educational learning for 
Native Americans – especially the Cherokee Nation and other 
eastern Oklahoma tribes. Amatoya is all about providing educa-
tional resources for people to engage in the process of creating 
and manufacturing hand-crafted furniture.”
To learn more about Amatoya, contact Flynn by either of two 
ways: email, info@amatoya.com, or phone, 918-812-8860.
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It’s gonna happen,” spokesman David Bible said when con-
tacted about this year’s Tulsa Powwow. As with many Native 
events typically held across Oklahoma during the summer 

months, the decision was not made until April due to the linger-
ing pandemic.

Tulsa Powwow
The Tulsa Powwow will be held July 31 and Aug. 1, Bible said, 
but a location had not been determined as of late April. For 
more information, call Bible at 918-724-0762. 

Iowa Tribe Powwow
The Iowa Tribe powwow has been canceled for the second 
year in a row, but an event to remember the victims of COV-
ID-19 is planned in its place, said Lori Murray, powwow chair-
man.
“We will hold on June 16th at 5 p.m. dinner for all tribal 
mourners who lost loved ones,” Murray said. The dinner will be 

at the powwow grounds near Perkins. 
Murray said the powwow will return next year for its 35th year. 
For more information, call Murray at (918) 644-2095.

Osage Nation Racing
New this year to the summer lineup is the International Cham-
pionship Indian Relay Horse Racing, May 27-31 at the Osage 
County Fairgrounds in Pawhuska.
Producer Jim Stevens said as many as 10,000 people are expect-
ed for the five-day event, which will attract racers from dozens 
of tribes across the United States and Canada.
“This is a 100-year-old tradition, and it’s the first time for it to be 
held in Oklahoma,” Stevens said. “This is a big international race.”
Heat races are scheduled for May 27-30 with the champion-
ships on May 31. The gathering will also feature a demolition 
derby, food vendors and merchandise vendors.
For more information call Stevens at (918) 338-9440. 
Other tribes and committees have made decisions about 

By Kimberly Burk

“ANNUAL FESTIVAL EVENT LIST 2021”

“ 

whether to hold or cancel summer events, but some are still 
tentative.

Delaware Tribe Powwow
The Delaware Tribe powwow is set for May 28-30 at the 
Fred Fall-Leaf Memorial Campgrounds near Copan. Events 
include gourd and stomp dancing, a church service and Sunday 
afternoon turtle races. For more information call Lu Ann Hain-
line at (918) 327-5020.

Red Earth Festival
The Red Earth Festival art market and competition is set 
for June 12-13 at the tribally-owned Grand Casino Hotel 
and Resort in Shawnee. The powwow and parade have been 
postponed until fall.

Citizen Potawatomi Nation
The Citizen Potawatomi Nation has canceled its Family Re-
union Festival, which would have been held in June. 

Cherokee Nation
The Cherokee Nation has canceled its Family Reunion Festi-
val usually held the last Saturday in June, and is still tentative 
about other events. 

Quapaw Powwow
The Quapaw powwow is July 1-4 at the powwow grounds in 
Quapaw, chairman Mike Shawnee said. Thursday night events 
are for the tribe, with the open contests scheduled Friday 
through Sunday. For more information call Shawnee at (918) 
724-6403.

The Sac and Fox Nation Powwow
The Sac and Fox Nation Powwow will not be held this year 
due to the pandemic, spokesman Mason Williamson said.

Otoe-Missouri Encampment
The Otoe-Missouri Encampment is planned for July 15-18. 

For more information call (405) 258-8342.

Oklahoma Indian Nation Powwow
The organizing committee is still considering whether to 
hold the Oklahoma Indian Nation Powwow in August, but 
fundraising has started for the Labor Day Celebration Powwow, 
said Rosemary Stephens, Cheyenne and Arapaho tribal spokes-
woman and editor in chief of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal 
Tribune. 

Wichita Tribal Dance
The Wichita Tribal Dance is tentatively scheduled for Aug. 
12-15, said Gary McAdams, chairman of the annual dance 
committee. The dance competitions are open to Wichita Tribal 
members and their descendants at the Wichita Tribal Park near 
Anadarko. For more information call McAdams at (405) 247-
8669. 

Wyandotte Nation Powwow
The Wyandotte Nation Powwow is Sept. 10-12 at the pow-
wow grounds near Wyandotte, said Sherri Clemons, tribal 
heritage director. The powwow features arts and crafts and food 
vendors and all dance contests for adults and juniors.  It gets 
underway with the grand entry at 7 p.m. Sept. 10. The powwow 
is open to the public. For more information call Clemons at 
(918) 678-2297. 

Muscogee (Creek) Nation Annual Festival
The Muscogee (Creek) Nation is tentatively planning a 
scaled-down version of its annual festival, probably in late 
September. 

Comanche Nation Fair
The Comanche Nation Fair is set for Sept. 24-26 at the 
powwow grounds at the Comanche tribal headquarters in 
Lawton, Fair Board Secretary B.J. Anderson said. She said events 
are still in the planning stages. For more information call Ander-
son at 580-919-1817.

LOCAL NEWS & CULTURE | 9
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Dante Biss-Grayson spent 12 years on active duty with the 
U.S. Air Force and as a Department of Defense contractor 
and says he “excelled in that environment.” 

But after multiple tours to Iraq, Kuwait and Afghanistan, he realized 
he had not been spared from post-traumatic stress disorder. 
Art saved him, and now he’s hoping to help save the lives of Native 
women who are disappearing and dying at alarming rates.
“I had some bad PTSD, and started using the arts as therapy,” said 
Biss-Grayson, 44, who studied classical art in Amsterdam and 
attended the Institute of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, where 
his mother, Gina Gray, was a student when he was born.
After learning that about 22 military veterans die every day from 
suicide, Biss-Grayson started looking for ways his art could help 
call attention to social issues. He became aware of the Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women epidemic, and learned that homicide 
is among the top five causes of death among young Native 
American women. 
“The women are usually in their late teens and early 20s,” he said. 
“So many Native Americans are homeless, battered women.”
Biss-Grayson is Osage and spent part of his childhood with his 
grandparents near Pawhuska. His grandfather did beadwork and 
made jewelry, and Biss-Grayson attended powwows and became a 
straight dancer. 
Now he lives on the Navajo Nation, where he works in emergency 
management and has his studio. He has witnessed the poverty 
and hopelessness that cause some Native teenagers to give up 
on healthy lifestyles. As the father of a 2-year-old girl, he said, the 
cause has become a priority for him.
He created the Sky-Eagle fashion collection, which includes the 
400 Ribbon Skirt Project. He is raising funds to sponsor the design 
and manufacture of 400 ribbon skirts, which will be donated to 
battered women’s shelters on reservations in the United States and 
Canada. 
The skirts are designed to help the women who wear them feel 
strength, pride, hope and resilience, Biss-Grayson writes on his Sky 
Eagle Collection website. He said women can wear the skirts to 
powwows, to rallies, to apply for jobs or to help them feel strength 
as they travel the road to healing.
Portions of the proceeds from his artistic works are donated 
to advocacy groups such as the National Indigenous Women’s 
Resource Center, the Sovereign Bodies Institute and the Oklahoma-
based NOISE.
Olivia Gray is board chairman and CEO of the Northeast Oklahoma 
Indigenous Safety and Education foundation. By day, she is director 
of the Osage Nation family violence prevention department. She 
and other volunteers carry out their NOISE advocacy work at night, 

on weekends, even on holidays. 
For MMIW efforts, Gray said, “all the work that’s done is pretty much 
grassroots. The work that needs to get done to find human beings 
is not funded.”
NOISE focuses on factors that put women at greater risk, Gray said, 
such as drug addiction.
“When people are addicts its easier for them to be abused, 
murdered and trafficked. Trafficking victims usually don’t live to old 
age.”
Another mission “is to uplift the indigenous community in 
northeast Oklahoma. When we do that, we lower those risk factors. 
We can start healing from historic and multi-generational trauma.”
Social advocacy perhaps comes naturally to Biss-Grayson. His 
mother, who died in 2014, was at Occupy Wounded Knee for the 
duration in 1973. 
For a book of poetry he’s working on, Biss-Grayson has been 
reviewing MMIW cases.
“Looking at these cases is hard, because of the situations that they 
were in,” he said. Many of the women who disappeared had been 
living on the streets and were involved with drugs and prostitution.
Gray, who is married to Biss-Grayson’s uncle, said his donations and 
others are needed. In one recent 24-hour period, MMIW groups 
across Oklahoma reported six new cases. About 10 groups have 
formed an informal coalition to work together on the cases, and 
that sometimes involves pounding the pavement and walking 
through the woods, looking for missing women.
With one donation from Biss-Grayson, NOISE hired a private 
investigator to help with a homicide case involving a Choctaw 
woman.
“A lot of people were never interviewed by law enforcement, who 
had property near where the bodies were found,” she said.
“With Dante’s donation, and the family put in money, we hired an 
investigator to move that case forward.”
Turnover is constant in NOISE and in her agency, Gray said, because 
“some people, emotionally, cannot handle this work.”
Gray said she has her own bad days.
“When you are Osage and you are the oldest daughter, you are 
used to having that responsibility placed on you. I’ve learned that if 
I need to cry or fall apart, I do that in the car on the way home.”
Biss-Grayson’s art will bring him back to Oklahoma this summer, 
as he’s been cast as an Osage artist in the movie “Killers of the 
Flower Moon,” which is being filmed in Osage County. Based on 
the bestselling book, it’s the true story of another generation of 
Native women who were exploited, but for their wealth rather than 
because of their poverty.

By Kimberly Burk

LOCAL NEWS & CULTURE | 11



LOCAL NEWS & CULTURE | 1312 | MAY 2021 | NATIVEOKLAHOMA.US12 | MAY 2021 | NATIVEOKLAHOMA.US

After the Civil War, the federal government believed there 
to be an “Indian problem.”  The federal government’s 
“cure” was to aggressively remove Native children from 

their families and culture by forcing children into Indian board-
ing schools or placing them with non-Native families.  Worth 
noting, the Riverside Indian School in Anadarko, Oklahoma, 
founded in 1871 by Quaker missionaries as the Wichita-Caddo 
School, is the oldest federally operated Indian boarding school 
still in operation.  This policy of “assimilation” of Native children 
out of their culture to that of Anglo-European continued for 
over one hundred years.  This “cure” to the Government’s belief 
of an “Indian problem” was succinctly stated by the founder of 
the Carlisle Indian School from his time as an Army soldier in 
the Oklahoma Territory - “Kill the Indian, and save the man.”  
As 1960s was a time of “radical” change in many areas, includ-
ing that of civil rights.  Tribal governments also got new life 
with new federal policies toward Native Americans with tribal 
self-determination.  This new approach was the beginning of 
the re-recognition by the federal government of tribal sover-
eignty, an tribes were finally able to operate on their own the 
programs once only operated by the federal government.  It 
also began the path to allow tribes to regain control of their cul-
ture, and with this growth Congress took more action in 1978 
with the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA).
The ICWA gave a voice to tribal nations with adoption, foster 
care and custody proceedings of their youngest tribal citizens. 
The federal law was intended to reverse a long legacy of federal 
and state agencies forcibly removing Native children from 
their families and culture.  Before the ICWA, 25 to 35 percent of 
Native children were forcibly removed and placed in non-Indian 
homes.  Even the Bureau of Indian Affairs paid the state govern-
ment agencies to do so and place with non-Native families.  
The ICWA changed all of that and gave tribes exclusive jurisdic-
tion over children who reside on, or are domiciled on a reserva-

tion.  It also gave concurrent, yet presumptive jurisdiction over 
Native American children  for foster care placement proceed-
ings who live outside of their tribal reservation.  This 40-year-old 
law has come under attack recently in a 325-page opinion from 
a federal appellate court that oversees a group of states (Texas, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi) that ironically have fewer tribes than 
any of the other federal circuits.  
The ICWA federal statute remains largely intact, however 
some of its key provisions have been greatly weakened.  Most 
notably, the portion of the ICWA that requiring Native children 
to be adopted by “other Indian families” or be placed in “Indian” 
foster homes was found to be unconstitutional.  The appellate 
court found that the placement of children into another tribe 
was based more on race than ensuring the protection of that 
child’s own tribal culture.  The ruling arose from a 2017 lawsuit 
in which a Texas couple, along with the state attorney generals 
in Texas, Louisiana, and Indiana, sued the U.S. Department of 
Interior to challenge ICWA.  
It is important to note that the appellate ruling is only binding 
on those courts in the Fifth Circuit (Texas, Louisiana, and Mis-
sissippi,” and has no immediate impact on child welfare cases 
in Oklahoma at this time.  However, it is a warning sign to tribal 
leaders and advocates.  The Fifth Circuit’s ruling is expected to 
be challenged up to the United States Supreme Court in the 
near future.  The Supreme Court has only heard two other ICWA 
cases with that involving Oklahoma tribes (Cherokee and Choc-
taw) in each of those case.
Undoubtedly, the Native American legal scholars and advocates 
will be leading the fight for the ICWA as the concept of tribal 
culture is hard to articulate to those who have no attachment 
to any culture.  While the phrase “it takes a village” is attributed 
to an African proverb, it is that concept that defines most Native 
cultures.  Culture provide identity and understanding, and 
those outside of Indian Country may not relate.  
Robert D. Gifford (Cherokee) is a Civil Rights, Criminal Defense 
and Native American Law attorney in Oklahoma City as well as 
a tribal court judge for the Kaw Nation, Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma, 
Comanche Nation, Miami Tribe of Oklahoma, Seminole Nation, 
Absentee-Shawnee Tribe, and the Kickapoo Tribe of Kansas.  

by Robert D. Gifford

SAVING THE CHILD AND THE CULTURE:  
THE INDIAN CHILD WELFARE ACT UNDER ATTACK
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Ginny Underwood says it is “thrilling” to 
have a front-row seat to the opening 
of the First American Museum, the 

long awaited multi-tribal cultural and educa-
tional center in Oklahoma City.
Underwood, who is Comanche, is marketing 
and communications manager for the 
museum, which is scheduled to open Sept. 18. 
“Our history is such a long, sad history with 
beautiful moments in it, but we don’t just 
focus on that,” Underwood said. “Now they 
get to see us as we are today, and how our 
culture continues to thrive today.”
Heather Ahtone, who is enrolled Chickasaw 
and also has Choctaw ancestry, is senior 
curator, leading an all-Native curatorial team.
“I’m really looking forward to welcoming 
our state and our nation to a very unique 
experience,” Ahtone said. 
“It’s such an amazing project to be a part of. I 
think this is something bigger than anybody 
could have imagined or dreamed of. I’m 
privileged to be a part of it.”
In the Tribal Nations gallery, an exhibit titled 
OKLA HOMMA, “is a space in which we tell a 
collective story of the experience of building 
Oklahoma and what it means to be a First 
American in Oklahoma today,” Ahtone said.
“We will provide visitors with an introduction 
to our own Genesis stories, that moment 
when the Creator makes you human.” 
In the Mezzanine Gallery, WINIKO: Life of an 
Object will feature 140 objects on loan from 
the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the 
American Indian. The items are on a 10-year 
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By Kimberly Burk
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loan, and each of the 39 tribes will be represented with at 
least three objects, Ahtone said.
“Museums in the United States were established with Native 
American materials in their collections, but it was during a 
period that they were collected with the expectation that 
our cultures were going to be terminated,” she said. 
All 39 tribes were consulted for the exhibitions, Ahtone said. 
Some of the items borrowed from the Smithsonian were not 
identified by their tribal names, and Ahtone’s team worked 
with the tribes to confirmed the names of the objects. 
“The tribes have been phenomenal,” she said. “They have 
been amazing partners.”
Only five of the tribes originated here, and the rest migrated 
to Oklahoma, Underwood said, “so we have this massive 
story to tell.”
Much of the storytelling is accomplished through 
architectural design, Underwood said.
“The Hall of the People, the large glass dome you can see 
from Interstate 40, is the main staging area, a prominent 
structure that represents a Wichita grass lodge. The columns 
represent the estimated 10 miles a day the Native people 
traveled from their original homelands to Indian territory.”
The museum architecture was designed around the four 
cardinal directions, Underwood said.
“For thousands of years, Native people have recognized 
the importance of the solstice, and this is a tradition that 
will be carried forward to the future. The East Gate walls 
align precisely with the sunrise of the vernal and autumnal 
equinoxes, with the sun rising directly in the center of the 
gate, while the sun sets in the center of the West Passage 
during the winter solstice and the top of the mound during 
summer solstice.”
The earthen mound pays tribute to the mound-builder 
civilizations dating back to about 500 A.D., according to 
the museum’s website. The walk to the top represents 
life’s journey, and the peak of the mound is symbolic of 
the journeys of triumph and tragedy experienced during 
removal to Indian Territory. The mound cradles the festival 
grounds, which will host activities such as powwows, 
stickball games, concerts and cultural festivals.
Museum amenities will include a store with one-of-a-kind 
creations by Oklahoma Native artists and books by Native 

writers; a 175-seat theater for indigenous film screenings and 
poetry readings; a full-service restaurant and a café. 
Ahtone, who previously was curator of Native American 
art at the Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art in Norman, said 
she is feeling “so many layers of emotions” as opening day 
approaches.
“We know the community has been waiting on this for a long 
time.”



LOCAL NEWS & CULTURE | 17LOCAL NEWS & CULTURE | 16

Definition of communication: something 
imparted, interchanged, or transmitted.

“Therefore, you should pray like this: Our Father in heaven, Your 
name be honored as holy. Your kingdom come. Your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debt-ors. 
And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the 
evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. “For if you forgive peo-ple their wrongdoing, 
your heavenly Father will forgive you as well. But if you don’t 
forgive people, your Father will not forgive your wrongdoing.” 
—Matthew 6:9-15

God created us for communication with him when He created 
the first man and women in the Garden of Eden.  Remember 
that you are not alone. God is walking and talking with you! 
Every time we open the Word, whether we fully understand it or 
not, we are communicating with God and He is present with us 
to teach us and make our hearts burn for more of Him!  Here is 
a list of words that we need to think about when we communi-
cate with God!

Holiness: God is the creator of the universe!
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now 
the earth was form-less and empty, darkness covered the sur-
face of the watery depths, and the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the surface of the waters.”  —Genesis 1:1-2

Reconciliation: We are sinners and need to 
be forgiven of our sins!
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” —Romans 6:23 

Provision:  God takes great care of all of our needs!
“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and 
all these things will be provided for you.” —Matthew 6:33

Thanksgiving: Being thankful for who God is!
“Therefore, as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, walk in 
Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, 

just as you were taught, overflowing with gratitude.” —Colos-
sians 2:6-7 

Prayer Connects
In every good relationship, communication is key. If we want to 
get to know someone better, we spend time with them. This is 
the same with our connection with God; to know Him deeper, 
we dive into His Word and get honest with Him in prayer. We 
take time to talk with God, quiet our hearts and listen for His 
voice.

Prayer Comforts
Life is hard. Heartbreak, hurt, and disappointment abound. But 
the good news is that we have a God who sympathizes with us 
and knows the depths of our sorrows. When we come before 
God with an open heart and allow Him into those hurting 
places, we experience God in an intimate way that comforts and 
heals.

Prayer Conforms
The more time we spend with God in prayer, the more we are 
shaped in the likeness of Christ. God wants to share more of 
Himself with us, and prayer is a main vessel through the Holy 
Spirit who connects us. One of God’s purposes is to make us like 
His Son, so as we come before God in prayer, we learn what it 
means to live by the Spirit and allow Christ’s transformation to 
take place in us.

Prayer joins us together with God through the power of His 
Holy Spirit. It’s a time to speak, listen and give God the set-apart 
time He deserves.

“Don’t worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer 
and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”  
-- Philippians 4:6
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Indian Law      Eminent Domain 

Business Law      Administrative Law 

Real Property      Civil Litigation 

 

 

 

 

 

(918) 994-7051 office  (918) 994-7052 fax  www.sterlingoaks.law 

2400 W. Detroit Street  Broken Arrow, OK 74012 

 

“This New Year’s Eve we invite you to celebrate the life of our 
beloved Emily Sue Zanne Morgan. She is so missed. And 
loved. We must make sure she never forgets that.
 
This year we will light up the darkness for her. Fireworks, Water 
lanterns, Sparklers, Candles...Whatever you have that will con-
nect you to her. Even your Medicines. Burn your Cedar.
 
Details will be announced in the coming weeks with a location 
for us to gather together but socially distanced. (Outside.) 
Please, be getting together your cutest Winter ensemble. As 
y’all know Emily dressed up. She showed out! 
 
There will also be virtual details coming for those of you who 
can only celebrate virtually. 
 
At midnight her birthday begins. And we want everyone to 
shine a light for her to see. To see and feel, to feel the warmth 

and love we send to her. On her special day of Birth and ev-
eryday. Lets shine a light for Emily and for Justice. For what’s 
done in the dark will be brought to the light.”

Emily Sue Zanne Morgan
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By Fus Yvhikv
Tribal Captive Insurance Companies

C

0

SOUR SOFKEE

           aptive insurance companies that are owned, controlled  
            and managed by Indian tribes are a phenomenon  
            that appears to be poised to sweep across Indian Coun-
try in the next few years. Many Indian tribes are discovering 
what thousands of private companies have known for years: 
that a captive insurance company is a great way to turn an 
expense into a profit center.
   Captive insurance companies are simply an insurance com-
pany that is wholly-owned by its parent company. A captive 
insurance company is authorized to write insurance policies 
only to its parent or its affiliates. 
   Unlike an admitted carrier, captive insurance companies can-
not write policies for the general public or for other companies 
who are not affiliated by the captive insurance company’s par-
ent company. The term “captive” is used to describe such in-
surance companies due to it having a “captive” market among 
the parent company and the various affiliated companies.
   Thousands of captive insurance companies have been 
licensed and have operated successfully for many years. Right 
now, to my knowledge, only the Mashantucket Pequot tribe 
has moved forward with forming and owning a captive insur-
ance company. 
   However, there are many signs that indicate that that is 
about to change in a big way. One pressing reason is that 
tribes have grown in size and complexity to a point where in-
surance provided by third-party insurance carriers is either too 
costly or such insurance companies do not provide adequate 

coverage. In addition, COVID has made manifest the need to 
form captives. Finally, the tribes have been denied their claims 
under their business interruption insurance by the various 
carriers. 
   Hence enter the notion of a tribally-owned captive insurance 
company. These companies will afford Indian tribal govern-
ments the opportunity to realize significant improvements 
in their overall risk management efforts. The tribe effectively 
pays premiums to itself. In addition, the tribal captive insur-
ance company makes it own decisions as to what coverag
es and policies it will provide to its parent company and its 
affiliates. 
   Another compelling reason that tribes will move to captive in-
surance companies in coming years is that the tribe has much 
greater control over the insurance company’s administration, 
overhead and investments. Also, the tribe gets to write its own 
insurance policies. 
   Even better, the tribes can self-regulate a captive in the same 
manner that they do in gaming. Tribes can and should create 
their own regulatory body, the Office of the Tribal Insurance 
Commissioner, to license, regulate, supervise and examine 
any captive insurance companies that are under its domicile. 
Failing that, tribes will have to get their captive insurance 
license from a state government and thereby be subject to the 
sovereignty of a state entity. 
   The Captive Insurance Association for Native Nations 
(“CIANN”) is a recently formed not-for-profit that stands ready 
to educate, inform and assist tribes in developing their own 
captive insurance company. CIANN stands ready to offer 
turn-key services for tribes who wish to turn insurance from an 
expense to a profit center for the tribe. For more information 
about CIANN, please visit their website at www.ciann.org. 
   Look for the idea of captive insurance companies to soon 
“captivate” Indian Country. It is an idea whose time has come. 
It is another way in which tribes will be the leaders in the 
financial arena and thereby continue to strengthen their tribal 
sovereignty. 

John Morris is currently serving with Oklahoma Fellowship of Christian Athletes and is supported financially by faith partners. If you are 
interested in more information on FCA or being a faith partner go to this link https://my.fca.org/johnmorris.  John can be contacted through 
email: johnmorris@fca.org or by cell number (785-760-1627).

John Morris
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To Carry Sweet Things Tote
Eagle Tote

Enjoy 10% off entire order December 1st-21st
Only at MahotaTextiles.com - code: MAHOTA10

Eagle Creek Golf Club
2742 Ben Pell Dr • Joplin, MO 64804 | 
417‐623‐5050
www.downstream.com/
Golf_eaglecreek
18 holes | Par 71 | 6,785 yards |
Dress code | Bar/lounge

FireLake Golf Course
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, OK 74801
405-275-4471
www.firelakegolf.com
18 holes | Par 72 | 6,595 yards

Will Rogers Downs
20900 South 4200 Rd.
Claremore, OK 74019
918-283-8800
400 RV pads | 50/30 amp | Full hook-ups 
| Restrooms | Laundry | Shower facilities 
| 4-hr security  | Over 40,000 sq ft of 
versatile meeting space | Wi-Fi | Dog 
park | Horseshoe pit | Playground | Tent 
sites | Barbecue grills & picnic tables | 
Club House | Chapel

Cherokee Hills Golf Course
770 West Cherokee Street
Catoosa, OK 74015
1-800-760-6700
cherokee.golf@cnent.com
18 Holes | Par 70 | 6635 Yards | Dress 
code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop | Banquet 
room

Winstar Golf Course
Casino Ave.,Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317 777
27 Holes | 7,200 yards | Par 72 | Dress 
code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop

Winstar Golf Academy
Fountainhead Creek Golf Course
HC 60-1350, Checotah, OK 74426
918-689-3209 | 18 Holes | Par 72 | Dress 
code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop

Cherokee Springs Golf Course
700 E. Ballentine Rd, Tahlequah, OK 
74464 | 918-456-5100
18 Holes | Par 70 | Dress code|  Bar/Grill 
| Pro-shop

GOLF CLUBS
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ReSORt LiStinG
Downstream Casino Resort
69300 East Nee Road, Quapaw, 
OK 74363 | 1-888-DWNSTRM (396-7876)
918-919-6000
E: info@downstreamcasino.com
www.downstream.com

Buffalo Run Casino Resort
1366 N. Highway 69A, Miami, OK 74354
Phone: 918-542-2900 | Fax: 918-542-2908
GPS Address: 8414 S 580 Rd
www.buffalorunhotel.com

Indigo Sky Casino
70220 East HWY 60, Wyandotte, 
OK 74370
1.888.992.SKY1 | www.indigoskycasino.com

Grand Lake Casino & Lodge
24701 S 655 Rd., Grove, OK, 74344
Phone: 918.786.8528 | RSVP: 
918.786.4406 | Event Center: 918.786.1974
www.grandlakecasino.com

Cherokee Casino West 
Siloam Springs
1.800.754.4111 2416 Highway, 
412 West Siloam Springs, OK 74338
1.800.754.4111 (press 1, then 1) to RSVP
www.cherokeecasino.com

Cherokee Inn
Cherokee Boulevard, Roland, OK 74954 
800.256.2338 | EXT: 205

Hard Rock Casino Hotel Resort
777 West Cherokee Street, Catoosa, 
OK 74015 | 1.800.760.6700
www.hardrockcasinotulsa.com

Osage Casino Hotels
1.877.246.8777
www.osagecasinos.com/hotels
Skiatook & Ponca City
First Council Casino Hotel 12875
North Highway 77, Newkirk, OK 74647
(877) 7-CLANS-0 or (877) 725-2670
www.firstcouncilcasinohotel.com

Grand Casino Hotel Resort
777 Grand Casino Boulevard
Shawnee, OK 74804
Casino: (405) 964-7263
Hotel: (405) 964-7777
www.grandresortok.com

Artesian Hotel
1001 W. 1st Street, Sulphur, OK 73086
1.855.455.5255 |www.artesianhotel.com

Riverwind Casino Hotel
1544 State Highway 9, Norman, OK 
73072
1-405-322-6000 | www.riverwind.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - 
Durant
4216 S. Hwy 69/75, Durant , OK 74701
Tel: 1-580-920-0160 | Toll Free: 1-888-
652-4628 | Fax: 1-580-931-2725
E: hotel.shift@choctawcasinos.com

Choctaw Casino Hotel - 
Pocola
3400 Choctaw Road, Pocola, OK 74902
Tel: 918-436-7761
Toll Free: 1.800.590.5825
Fax: 918.436.7723
E: pocola.hotelmanagers@choctawcasinos.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - 
Grant
US Hwy 271, Grant, OK 74738 USA
Tel: 580-317-8500 | Fax: 580-326-5171
E: nancy.hedrick@choctawcasinos.com

Winstar World Casino & 
Resort
777 Casino Ave, Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317
www.winstarworldcasino.com

Winstar World Casino 
Hotel
1-866-946-7787

The Inn at Winstar
21943 Anoatubby Way, Thackerville, 
OK 73459
1-866-946-7787

Apache Casino Hotel
2315 East Gore Blvd., Lawton, OK 73501 
580.248.5905
www.apachecasinohotel.com

Comanche Red River Casino
Oklahoma 36 Devol, OK
1-877-369-8351
www.comanchenationcasinos.com

River Spirit Casino Resort
8330 Riverside Pkwy, Tulsa, OK 74137
918-299-8518 | www.riverspirittulsa.com

LOCAL NEWS & CULTURE | 19



LOCAL NEWS & CULTURE | 2120 | MAY 2021 | NATIVEOKLAHOMA.US

In 1908, the Pontotoc (OK) County District Court approved the 
sale of lands belonging to Lucy Carney, a non-English speaking 
Chickasaw. Her 154 acres were sold for $1,600. The purchaser then 
borrowed $2,100 from a Trust Company. As the lender could not 
loan more than forty percent of market value, the land was worth 
at least $7,300. Lucy was thus legally robbed of $5,100. Her land 
forever gone; her descendants eternally despoiled.  
Another case involves Sina Battiest. She died on November 8, 1918.  
Four years later, “Sina” appeared in court as a man to execute a land 
lease. “His” signature was notarized and attested by two witnesses.  
Such was the power of the swindlers that they could not only bring 
the dead to life again but also to change their sex. 
Elsewhere, predatory grafters were gathered at Hilly Bear’s 
deathbed. Once dead,  they pressed her thumb to an ink pad. 
They affixed her fingerprint signature to “her” will. An investigation 
revealed ink on Hilly’s thumb. Such was the zeitgeist that the 
brazen pillagers didn’t bother to dispose of the smoking gun 
evidence.  
Thousands of similar thefts occurred across Oklahoma. So 
ubiquitous were the robberies that the esteemed historian Angie 
Debo described the situation as “A grand conspiracy to defraud 
Indians of their lands and wealth.” 
Debo documented many instances of this grand conspiracy in her 
classic 1940 book And Still the Waters Run: The Betrayal of the Five 
Civilized Tribes. So too did the Indian Rights Association in their 
1924 report Oklahoma’s Poor Rich Indians: An Orgy of Graft and 
Exploitation of the Five Civilized Tribes – Legalized Robbery. 
Oklahoma bears sole responsibility for establishing the framework 
that enabled, facilitated and encouraged the wholesale theft, 
rape and murders of Indian allottees. The Enabling Act of 1906, 
providing for admission of Oklahoma as a state, stipulated that 
the federal government would have sole authority over tribes and 
Indians. Oklahoma was so eager for  statehood, that its citizens 
readily agreed to this condition.
However Oklahoma quickly began a concerted effort to 
disestablish federal control. This undermining effort bore fruit with 
the passage of the Act of May 27, 1908. The Act removed protective 

restrictions on approximately 64,000 of the 101,000 allotments in 
eastern Oklahoma. The Act also gave Oklahoma district courts full 
authority over all Indian probate matters. The graft was on, cloaked 
in the sanctimonious mantle of “protecting the helpless Indians”. 
Full bloods, minors and Indians with valuable lands were targeted 
by rapacious whites. County judges appointed guardians. 
Guardians were oftentimes country club buddies of the judge. 
Judges frequently signed guardianship papers during fishing trips.
White guardians had plenary power over their wards. They sold, 
leased and mortgaged Indian assets in a frenetic orgy of self-
dealing, graft and corruption. So lucrative were such guardianships 
that it gave rise to a phenomenon unique to Oklahoma; the rise of 
the professional guardian. 
Guardianship was a full-time occupation.  Guardians might have 
dozens of wards. They, their attorneys, bankers, merchants and 
other conspirators siphoned vast amounts of money from Indian 
estates. A pittance, if any, found its way to helpless wards. 
Reparations is defined as the act of making amends for wrongs 
inflicted on innocent parties. The grand conspiracy that defrauded 
Indian allotees is a scarlet stain upon the state of Oklahoma.  
Justice demands reparations by the state to descendants of 
allottees. 
Some may say that the theft and exploitation of Indian allottees 
is deplorable but that the victims are long since dead. However, 
absent such widespread thievery, descendants of the original 
allottees might still own vast amounts of valuable land in Tulsa and 
eastern Oklahoma. Descendants of allottees thus continue to be 
injured and damaged by state sanctioned grand theft. 
Moreover, current property owners throughout the former Indian 
Territory are today unwitting beneficiaries of this vast transfer of 
wealth and of Oklahoma’s egregious failure to properly discharge 
its fiduciary and trust responsibilities. 
We can’t change the past but we can begin to acknowledge and 
make amends for the crimes committed against Lucy Carney, Sina 
Battiest, Hilly Bear and thousands of Indian allottees and their 
descendants. Reparations are just and proper. Do the right thing 
Oklahoma.  

Fus Yvhikv

SOUR SOFKEE: 
“REPARATIONS FOR THE THEFT 
OF INDIAN LAND ALLOTMENTS” 

SHOP NATIVE ART, TEXTILES, PRINTS & MORE
WWW.NATIVEOKLAHOMA.US

Tularosa Pottery Shoulder Bag
$125 | ACONOV

Eagle Blanket
$320 | Mahota Textiles

Parrot Bucket Bag
$200 | ACONOV

Creators Blessings
16.5” x 10.5” Print
$50 | Buffalo Gouge
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56th Annual Delaware Pow wow
May 28th-30th, 2021

Fred Fall-Leaf Memorial Campgrounds
3 Miles East of Highway 75 on Road 600, Copan, OK 74022

Head Singer | Don Patterson
Head Man Dancer | Bradley Dick
Head Lady Dancer | Quay Hosey

Master of Ceremonies | Brad Kills Crow & Neil Lawhead
Arena Directors | Chris Soap & Mike Gabbard

Host Gourd Dance Group | Lenape Gourd Dance Society
Host Northern Drum | Red Land Singers

Color Guard | Lenape Color Guard
STOMP DANCE MCs | Jimmie Johnson & Bruce Martin

2021 Delaware Pow wow Princess
Tristen Trowbridge

Schedule of Events
GOURD DANCE

Friday, 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Saturday & Sunday, 3:00pm - 5:00pm, 6:00pm - 8:00pm

*THERE WILL BE NO CONTESTS THIS YEAR

Stomp Dance
Friday and Saturday nights following the Pow wow

ALL SPECIALS ON SATURDAY AND SUNDAY AFTERNOON FROM 1:00PM-3:00PM

Bet Football Game - Men against Women
Saturday at 11:00am - area between the Markley Camp and Fred Fall-Leaf’s Home

Delaware War Veterans Fundraiser Auction for 
Delaware Veteran’s Memorial

Saturday Morning - 10:30 am at The Brooks Camp

Sunday Morning Church Service - 10:00am at the Arena

Sunday Afternoon Turtle Races - West end of Football Field

- ANYONE SELLING MEAT PIES OR OTHER FOOD ITEMS WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE -
- NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS OR THEFT -

- No chairs may be setup around the arena until Friday, May 25th at approx. 10:00am -
- AN ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE MADE WHEN IT IS TIME -

For Arts & Crafts Information, Call Elaine Clinton | 918-914-9347
For More Information call Lu Ana Hainline | 918.327.5020

FREE PARKING | FREE ADMISSION

OKLAHOMA tRiBAL DiReCtORY
Absentee-Shawnee Tribe
2025 South Gordon Cooper
Shawnee, OK, 74801| 405.275.4030

Alabama-Quassarte
Tribal Town, 101 E. Broadway
Wetumka, OK, 74883
405 452-3987

Apache Tribe of 
Oklahoma
511 East Colorado Drive
Anadarko, OK | 405-247-9493

Caddo Nation of 
Oklahoma
Hwys. 281 & 152 Intersection
Binger, OK | 405-656-2344

Cherokee Nation
South of Tahlequah, Hwy. 62
Tahlequah, OK | 918-453-5000

Cheyenne-Arapaho 
Tribes
100 Red Moon Circle, Concho, OK 
405-262-0345

Chickasaw Nation
124 East 14th Street, Ada, OK
(580) 436-2603

Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma
529 N. 16th St., Durant, OK
800-522-6170

Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation
1601 Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, OK | 40A5-275-3121

Comanche Nation
584 NW Bingo Rd., Lawton, OK 
877-492-4988

Delaware (Lenape) Tribe
of Indians
5100 East Tuxedo Blvd.
Bartlesville, OK
918- 337-6550

Delaware Nation
31064 State Highway 281
Anadarko, OK | 405-247-2448

Eastern Shawnee Tribe
of Oklahoma
127 Oneida St., Seneca, MO
918-666-2435

Fort Sill Apache Tribe
Route 2, Box 12, Apache, OK
580-588-2298

Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma
RR 1, Box 72, Perkins, OK
405-547-2402

Kaw Nation of 
Oklahoma
698 Grandview Drive, Kaw City, OK
580-269-2552

Kialegee Tribal Town
623 East Hwy. 9, Wetumka, OK
405-452-3262

Kickapoo Tribe of 
Oklahoma
P.O. Box 70, McLoud, OK
405-964-7053

Kiowa Indian Tribe of 
Oklahoma
Hwy. 9, West of Carnegie, 
Carnegie, OK
580-654-2300

Miami Tribe of 
Oklahoma
202 S. Eight Tribes Trail, Miami, OK
918-542-1445

Modoc Tribe of 
Oklahoma
418 G Street, Miami, OK
918-542-1190

Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Hwy. 75 and Loop 56, 
Okmulgee, OK
800-482-1979

Osage Nation
813 Grandview, Pawhuska, OK
918-287-5555

Ottawa Tribe of 
Oklahoma
13 S. 69 A, Miami, OK
918-540-1536

Otoe-Missouria Tribe
8151 Hwy 177, Red Rock, OK
877-692-6863

Pawnee Nation of 
Oklahoma
Pawnee, OK
918-762-3621

Peoria Tribe of Indians 
of Oklahoma
118 S. Eight Tribes Trail, Miami, OK
918-540-2535

Ponca Tribe
20 White Eagle Drive, 
Ponca City, OK
580-762-8104

Quapaw Tribe of Indians
5681 S. 630 Rd., Quapaw, OK
918-542-1853

Sac and Fox Nation
920883 S. Hwy 99, Stroud, OK
918-968-3526

Seminole Nation of 
Oklahoma
Junction Hwys. 270 and 56
P. O. Box 1498, Wewoka, OK
405-257-7200

Seneca-Cayuga Nation
23701 S 655 Road, Grove, OK
918-542-6609

Shawnee Tribe
29 S. Hwy. 69A, Miami, OK
918-542-2441

Thlopthlocco Tribal 
Town
09095 Okemah Street, Okemah, OK
918-560-6198.

Tonkawa Tribe of 
Indians
1 Rush Buffalo Road, Tonkawa, OK
580-628-2561

United Keetoowah Band 
of Cherokee Indians
PO Box 746, Tahlequah, OK
918-431-1818

Wichita and Affiliated 
Tribes
(Wichita, Keechi, Waco, Tawakonie)
Hwy. 281, Anadarko, OK
405-247-2425

Wyandotte Nation
64700 E. Highway 60, 
Wyandotte, OK
918-678-2297
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