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Native Oklaho-
ma Mag-
azine is a 
publication 
not only for 

the visitor to Oklahoma, but 
also a resource for our Native 
community and neighbors. 
Every month, Native Oklaho-
ma’s award-winning writers 
showcase Native artists, cooks, 
foods, culture, and crafts, as 
well as current events and 
powwows.   Our issues include 
event calendars and lists of 
Native American attractions 
across Oklahoma. Native 
Oklahoma also includes a list 
of gaming venues, places to 
stay, and the location of tribal 
headquarters. 
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12875 N. HWY. 77 • NEWKIRK, OK
877.725.2670

12901 N. HWY. 77 • NEWKIRK, OK
580.448.3210

7500 HWY. 177 • RED ROCK, OK
866.723.4005

8401 HWY. 177 • RED ROCK, OK
580.723.1020

511 KAW ST. • PERRY, OK
580.336.7260

877-725-2670www.sevenclans.com

You Deserve…a Break

life, Hubbard said. While fleeing a posse, Sapulpa jumped over 
the alligator, which frighten off the pursuers, he said.
   By 1836, most of the Creek and Yuchi Indians were forced to 
northeastern Oklahoma over the Trail of Tears.
   But Sapulpa stayed, resisting every move the white man 
made, Hubbard said.
   By the late 1840s, however, he was tired of fighting the white 
man and decided to relocate near his tribe.
   By 1850, Sapulpa established a trading post with a black-
smith shop overlooking Polecat and Rock creeks. He named 
his place Cone Hutchee, which meant `Polecat.’
   As the years passed, Sapulpa became prosperous selling 
coffee, sugar, tobacco, dry goods, flour, spices and other 
articles.
   When the Civil War broke out, Sapulpa donated $1,000 in 
gold to the Confederacy and joined the army’s Creek regiment
mounted horses. He was wounded at the battle of Elk Creek 
near Checotah and discharged.
   In 1863, he was elected to the House of Kings, a Creek na-
tion governmental body. He held the job until his death.
   After the war, Sapulpa found his home and trading post had 
burned. He tried a second post for a few years, but ultimately
became a farmer and rancher.
   By 1886, the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad extended its line 
from Red Fork to the Sapulpa area because of the interest in 

logging walnut trees.
   The railroad yard was called the “Sapulpa Station” in honor of 
Chief Sapulpa, who had befriended the railway workers.
   Sapulpa was the first passenger to ride the train into Sapulpa 
on the invitation of the railroad.
   He died in 1887.
   By the late 1890s Sapulpa became a place known for out-
laws, Hubbard said.
   The Dalton gang, Belle Starr, the Cook gang and the Buck 
gang all knew Sapulpa well, he said.
   Bill Cook was an ex-marshal who turned bad.
The outlaws didn’t bother the natives, instead they lived har-
moniously trading with each other.
   “The rapport was so good between the two that when the 
marshal came in town, the natives would raise a flag on
Sugarloaf Hill to warn the outlaws,” he said.
   In 1902, Sapulpa was made a court town of the western 
judicial district of Indian Territory.
   In 1913, Sapulpa was chosen by popular vote to be Creek 
County’s judicial seat after a bitter race with Bristow.

Sapulpa, Namesake (cont.)

0
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KIDS WILL TRY 

ANYTHING…
JUST ADD THE 
RIGHT FLAVOR.

Join the fight to protect our kids at

4 out of 5 kids who use tobacco start 
with a flavored product.

THAT’S
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To Carry Sweet Things Blanket
$320 | Mahota Textiles

Eagle Blanket
$320 | Mahota Textiles

Yaakni’ Chokma’ (Good Earth) Special Edition Blanket
$350 | Mahota Textiles

SHOP NATIVE GIFTS! | WWW.NATIVEOKLAHOMA.US
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TULSA -- Hats made by Casey Riggs have been reclaimed, 
reshaped, refreshed and reimagined.

Riggs, who is 
Cherokee and 
Creek, has 
been all about              
.    headgear for 

a while now, and in October 
he launched the Tafv Hat 
Company. 
His one-of-a-kind creations 
start with well-loved Stet-
sons and Resistols that he 
has found online or at an 
antiques shop or trading 
post.
“I try to get the high-
est-quality felt hat I can 
acquire and go from there,” 
he said.
He first steams the hats and 
brushes them with a hat 
brush.
“I also use sage to spiritually 
cleanse them and prepare them for their new owner,” 
Riggs said.
He breaks the hats down to the felt, reshapes the crowns 
and gives them a new liner and sweatband. They are 
then adorned with hatbands made from leather or bead-
work, or maybe a strip cut from a vintage blanket. Usually 
he adds a ground-sourced feather that he has cleaned 
and painted. 

“They look completely different from when I buy them,” 
he said. “I’m going for sustainability, repurposing instead 

of going to a felt factory.”
His wife, Sarah, who is Creek, 
helps him with the business 
and has been perfecting her 
beadwork skills. 
The hats sell for about $350, 
depending on the quality 
of the materials. Felt hats 
are made from a beaver fur 
blend and are naturally wa-
ter-resistant, he said.
Most of his customers are 
Native, but non-Natives who 
favor Western attire also like 
his work.
As far as Riggs is concerned, 
his hats “go with just about 
anything. I wear them with 
jeans and a T-shirt, or nicer 
jeans and a button-up, even 
a tie. My wife wears them 
with her ribbon skirts. They 
look great with a ribbon shirt 

on a man.”
The hats are designed in his home workshop, “what used 
to be my dining room,” he said with a laugh. They are cur-
rently sold online-only, at Tafvhatcompany.bigcartel.com.
Riggs, who is 33, also owns Tomahawk Customs, offering 
such custom work as screen printing, logos and murals.  

“Felt hats get a Native twist at 
hands of Cherokee artist”

LOCAL NEWS & CULTURE | 9
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Native gift ideas abound 
across Oklahoma

Chocolate’s origins stretch back thousands of years to the 
early Mesoamerican cultures of North, Central and South 
America, where the cacao tree is native. The word choc-
olate is believed to be derived from the Aztec language, 
according to the website of the Chickasaw-owned Bedre 
Fine Chocolate.
Gourmet chocolate offerings from Bedre include solid dark 
chocolate bars, milk chocolate caramel bars, milk choco-
late-dipped potato chips, OU and OSU-themed products 
and premium dark chocolate coffee. 
Bedre products can be purchased online, at the retail store 
in Davis, at Chickasaw Travel Stops, at the Artesian Hotel 
and Bedre Café in Sulphur, at Exhibit C Gallery in Oklahoma 
City and at other retail locations across Oklahoma and in 
neighboring states.

From fry bread to chocolate bars to that perfect 
cup of coffee, the foods that provide holiday fla-
vors and aromas are available from Native-owned 
businesses across Oklahoma.
Jessica Davis, retail manager for Red Corn Native 

Foods in Pawhuska, grew up in a household where fry 
bread was made from scratch. But now she’s sold on the mix.
“All you have to do is add water,” she said. “And you can 
make several recipes from it. I’ve made plenty of biscuits 
with it, and chicken and dumplings, and pizza crust, and 
noodles. It just depends on how much water you put in.”
Davis said the Osage-owned company sells fry bread mix in 
8-ounce packages at Waterbird Gallery, the Osage Trad-
ing Post and Spurs and Arrows in Pawhuska, the Highway 
123 Smoke Shop in Bartlesville and the gift shop at First 
Americans Museum in Oklahoma City. It’s also shipped in 
cases of 24 to people who order by calling (918) 214-2389 
or emailing redcornnativefoods@gmail.com.
Just in time for the holidays from Ogahpah Coffee is 
Frosty’s Winter Roast, named for the white bison that joined 
the Quapaw Nation’s herd last year.
The coffee is roasted at the tribal-owned facility in Quapaw, 
said Retail Manager Lauren Cousatte.
Customers can go to shop.ogahpahcoffee.com to choose 
grind size or whole beans.
“We don’t grind it until an order is placed,” Cousatte said. 
“That controls how fresh it is.”
The coffee is also sold at the roasting facility, at a tribal gas 
station near the casino in Miami and a convenience store 
near the Downstream Casino on the Missouri border and 
at the First Americans Museum gift shop. Customers can 
enjoy it by the cup at tribal casinos and in the coffee shop 
and restaurant at First Americans Museum.
The Quapaw Nation also manages 80 aviaries and has an 
FDA-certified processing plant for beef and bison. One of 
the holiday baskets offered by Ogahpah Coffee contains 
packages of coffee and honey, a T-shirt and beef sticks. The 
other gift basket features a sampling of coffee blends. 

10 | DECEMBER 2021 | NATIVEOKLAHOMA.US
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Zha-We (Beaver) - Kenya | $16.99
Light | Pomegranate, Apricot, Plum, Cherry, 
Bergamont Tea

Downstream | $14.99
Dark | Red Fruit, Caramel, & Dark Chocolate

Tribal Soul | $14.99
Dark-Medium | Haxelnut, Orange Zest, Molasses

View more selection at 
shop.ogahpahcoffee.com

LOCAL NEWS & CULTURE | 11

Our Story
In 2016 Quapaw Nation and the 
Business Committee wanted to 
improve the quality of coffee of-
fered in the casinos and restaurants. 
This led to a complete overhaul of 
the program, establishing an in-
house roastery within a dedicated 
2,500-square-foot warehouse about 
a mile from Downstream Casino in 
Quapaw, Oklahoma.

O-Gah-Pah Coffee began with a 
focus on one goal, to grow through 
innovation and dedication to excel-
lence. Our passion for coffee drives 
us to create vibrant coffee selections 
that reflect, improve, and inspire 
our communities. Creating extraor-
dinary experiences and memories 
for all our clients.



12 | DECEMBER 2021 | NATIVEOKLAHOMA.US

Chocolate Coffee Lover’s Gift Set
 72 OZ | $39.65

Bedré Spiral Gift Box | Small
24 OZ | $19.99

Happy Holidays Star Gift Box
24.96 OZ | $19.99

Caramel Pecan Sensations
5 OZ | $5.99

Chocolate Decadent
121.12 OZ | $99.95

12 | DECEMBER 2021 | NATIVEOKLAHOMA.US
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A   s a teenager, and until my early 20s, I was a pretty 
rambunctious young man,” he said.
“I lived a life that wasn’t pleasing to my mother. But she 
always hung in there, and she always prayed for me.”

Bible, 60, said it would be years before he fully appreciated 
everything his mother did for him, such as obtaining a teaching 
degree in her 40s so she could finish raising her three children 
after his parents divorced. He felt badly about the worry he had 
caused her. But he was given a chance to return some of that 
unconditional love. “My wife and I ended up taking care of her until 
her last days,” he said.  “She was frail. You had to carry her from the 
bed to the car for dialysis.” 
Bible’s love for his family and his heritage played a role in his 
decision to launch Southwest Trading Co., a Native American gift 
shop at 11th and Peoria on Route 66. The grand opening was Oct. 
23.  Bible is a citizen of the Muscogee Nation through his father’s 
line. His mother was Hopi. Every summer when he was growing up, 
the family spent time on the Hopi Reservation in Arizona, where his 
grandfather was a rancher.
The horses, the cattle ranch, the Hopi ceremonies, even living off 
the grid, he loved all of it.
The name of the store is a nod to his mother’s ancestry, and the 
business offers jewelry and pottery from the Southwestern tribes 
as well as beadwork, cedar boxes and other handcrafted items from 
tribes in Oklahoma.
Everything in the store was designed by Natives, and most items 
are handmade. Whenever possible, Bible buys from his relatives 
and other Native artisans. But when the pandemic hit and leisure 
travel was all but halted, many who were left without a market for 
their work went in search of steady jobs, so inventory is not always 
easy to come by.    
“We are looking for Oklahoma artists’ beadwork and paintings,” 
Bible said. “We will showcase some local tribal talent. The store will 
evolve as time goes by.”
The store is an outgrowth of what started as a sideline for Bible and 
his daughter Ashley Bible.
Eight years ago, he was approached by family friend Pauline Tsosie, 
who asked him to take over her popup blanket store because she 
was busy with her grandchildren’s softball games. 
He and Ashley started at the Stillwell Powwow, selling blankets 
only, but the business expanded as they traveled to conferences, 
seminars, Main Street celebrations and powwows.
Tsosie and her husband died last year from Covid, Bible said.
“She is dearly missed.”
The store will also meet a need expressed often by leaders of Tulsa’s 
travel industry. It’s been years since Tulsa has had a brick-and-
mortar Native store.
“People who come to conferences are always looking for Native 
American arts and crafts,” Bible said.
Ashley will manage the shop while Bible tends to his job as area 
manager of a molding company. He will help on weekends. 
Ashley’s daughter Marley has accompanied her mom to the vendor 
events since she was born and will grow up in the store, Bible said.
“My granddaughter and her mother live with us, so I get to see her 
every day of her life,” he said of Marley, who is 2.
Bible is chairman of the Tulsa Indian Club, which produces the Tulsa 
Powwow and is often called upon to provide honor guards and 
otherwise share the Native culture. He also serves on the city of 
Tulsa’s Native American Board. 
Bible said he considers himself an activist, and the causes that 
are important to him include racist sports mascots, Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women and injustices in the judicial system. 
His hobby, Bible said, is volunteer work, “whether it’s giving 
somebody a ride, paying a bill or 10 minutes of listening, just 
being there. That’s what I miss with this pandemic. My family has 
hunkered down and stayed close to home.”
The Southwest Trading Co. is open Tuesday through Sunday from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. It is closed on Monday.
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cherokeeartmarket.com

A VIRTUAL EVENT

Elite Native artists from 
across the U.S. present 
new work at the largest 
Native American art show 
in Oklahoma.

Add to your collection with 
exquisite jewelry, pottery, 
sculpture, paintings, textiles 
and much more. View art 
virtually in the online gallery 
and purchase directly from 
the artists.

DECEMBER 6–17

16 T H  A N N UAL

CHEROKEE
ART MARKET

“Tell Me Turtle Stories” 
Renee Hoover, Cherokee Nation

R E S O U R C E  C E N T E R  O F  T U L S A

INDIAN HEALTH CARE
STRONGER 
TOGETHER
#PROTECT YOUR TRIBE

FREE COVID-19
VACCINATIONS

918-382-2264
Most appointments take only 
30 minutes from check-in to 
check-out. ANYONE age 5 
and older is eligible.

COVID19 Half Page Ad Dec2021.indd   1COVID19 Half Page Ad Dec2021.indd   1 11/17/21   6:03 PM11/17/21   6:03 PM
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Great Spirit Print | $65
By Tim Nevaquaya 
Prints are 11x14 matted on paper.

T Nevaquaya Print | $65
By Tim Nevaquaya 
Prints are 10x10 matted on paper.

Buffalo Print | $65
By Tim Nevaquaya 
Prints are 11x14 matted on paper.

Choctaw | $65
By Tim Nevaquaya 
Prints are 11x14 matted on paper.
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By Fus Yvhikv
Tribal Captive Insurance Companies

C

0

SOUR SOFKEE

           aptive insurance companies that are owned, controlled  
            and managed by Indian tribes are a phenomenon  
            that appears to be poised to sweep across Indian Coun-
try in the next few years. Many Indian tribes are discovering 
what thousands of private companies have known for years: 
that a captive insurance company is a great way to turn an 
expense into a profit center.
   Captive insurance companies are simply an insurance com-
pany that is wholly-owned by its parent company. A captive 
insurance company is authorized to write insurance policies 
only to its parent or its affiliates. 
   Unlike an admitted carrier, captive insurance companies can-
not write policies for the general public or for other companies 
who are not affiliated by the captive insurance company’s par-
ent company. The term “captive” is used to describe such in-
surance companies due to it having a “captive” market among 
the parent company and the various affiliated companies.
   Thousands of captive insurance companies have been 
licensed and have operated successfully for many years. Right 
now, to my knowledge, only the Mashantucket Pequot tribe 
has moved forward with forming and owning a captive insur-
ance company. 
   However, there are many signs that indicate that that is 
about to change in a big way. One pressing reason is that 
tribes have grown in size and complexity to a point where in-
surance provided by third-party insurance carriers is either too 
costly or such insurance companies do not provide adequate 

coverage. In addition, COVID has made manifest the need to 
form captives. Finally, the tribes have been denied their claims 
under their business interruption insurance by the various 
carriers. 
   Hence enter the notion of a tribally-owned captive insurance 
company. These companies will afford Indian tribal govern-
ments the opportunity to realize significant improvements 
in their overall risk management efforts. The tribe effectively 
pays premiums to itself. In addition, the tribal captive insur-
ance company makes it own decisions as to what coverag
es and policies it will provide to its parent company and its 
affiliates. 
   Another compelling reason that tribes will move to captive in-
surance companies in coming years is that the tribe has much 
greater control over the insurance company’s administration, 
overhead and investments. Also, the tribe gets to write its own 
insurance policies. 
   Even better, the tribes can self-regulate a captive in the same 
manner that they do in gaming. Tribes can and should create 
their own regulatory body, the Office of the Tribal Insurance 
Commissioner, to license, regulate, supervise and examine 
any captive insurance companies that are under its domicile. 
Failing that, tribes will have to get their captive insurance 
license from a state government and thereby be subject to the 
sovereignty of a state entity. 
   The Captive Insurance Association for Native Nations 
(“CIANN”) is a recently formed not-for-profit that stands ready 
to educate, inform and assist tribes in developing their own 
captive insurance company. CIANN stands ready to offer 
turn-key services for tribes who wish to turn insurance from an 
expense to a profit center for the tribe. For more information 
about CIANN, please visit their website at www.ciann.org. 
   Look for the idea of captive insurance companies to soon 
“captivate” Indian Country. It is an idea whose time has come. 
It is another way in which tribes will be the leaders in the 
financial arena and thereby continue to strengthen their tribal 
sovereignty. 

(918) 286-8711 office |  www.sterlingoaks.law  
2408 West Detroit Street | Broken Arrow, OK 74012

Indian Law
Business Law

Real Property
Energy Law
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Give thanks in everything, for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.  -1 Thessalonians 5:18

It is getting close to Thanksgiving and just wanted to remind 
you of what we need to be doing during this time of the year!  I 
know it has been a tough year, but it is getting better as we go 
along.  We also need to continue to seek God through His Son, 
Jesus every day of the year and not just during this time of the 
year!  I am praying that God has allowed you to make it through 
everything that you are going through as a person, family and 
nation. We always need to trust the Lord with all things!

God wants you to trust him one day at a time. He wants you to 
ask for your “daily bread” (Matthew 6:11), not for your weekly 
bread, monthly bread, or yearly bread.
The bible tells us ‘Don’t worry about anything, but in everything, 
through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses every thought, will guard your hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus. Finally brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is commendable — if there is any moral excellence 
and if there is any praise — dwell on these things. -Philippians 4:6-8

This passage teaches four things to do daily to trust God:
Worry about nothing. “Don’t worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough 
for today” (Matthew 6:34).Why is worry such a big deal? Because 
it’s not just a bad habit—it’s a sin. But God keeps his promises, 
and you can trust that he will take care of you.

Pray about everything. Prayer changes things. Romans 8:32 
says, “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us 
all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all 
things?”  God solved your biggest problem—the sin that kept 
you from heaven—when he sent Jesus to die for you. If God 
loved you enough to send Jesus to die for you, don’t you think 
he loves you enough to take care of all your other problems?
Thank God in all things. No matter what happens, give thanks. 
The Bible doesn’t say, “For all things, give thanks.” It says, “In 
all things, give thanks” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). You don’t have 
to be thankful for bad things in your life. You should never be 
thankful for evil. You don’t have to be thankful for cancer or 

a car accident. But God says that in everything you can give 
thanks. Why? Because you know that God’s going to take care 
of you. You know he’s going to meet your needs. You know he’s 
going to help you.

Think about the right things. In Philippians 4, God has given you 
a list of things to think about—things that are true, honorable, 
right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, and worthy of praise.
Where do you find things that are pure and lovely to think 
about? You won’t find them watching TV or scrolling through 
social media. You will find pure, lovely, and honorable thoughts 
in the Word of God. Read it, study it, memorize it, and fill your 
mind with it. Isaiah 26:3 says, “You will keep in perfect peace all 
who trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed on you!”.

Make today the day you start trusting God one day at a time.
Just a reminder of Giving Tuesday which is November 30th, 2021, 
if you would like to help me in raising support, please go https://
my.fca.org/johnmorris  to help with  Giving Tuesday!  Thank you!

GIVE THANKS

John Morris is currently serving with Oklahoma Fellowship of Christian Athletes and is supported financially by faith partners. If you are 
interested in more information on FCA or being a faith partner go to this link https://my.fca.org/johnmorris.  John can be contacted through 
email: johnmorris@fca.org or by cell number (785-760-1627).

John Morris
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RAISE YOUR GLASS TO 2022!

then dance the year away wIth free lIve musIc from:

~a new years eve you wIll never forget~
brIng In the new year wIth us 

here at buffalo run casIno & resort!

cash prIzes | champagne toast | balloon drop
 

In the peorIa showplace | doors open at 10pm

GIVING AWAY $12,022.00 IN CASH

Eagle Creek Golf Club
2742 Ben Pell Dr • Joplin, MO 64804 | 
417‐623‐5050
www.downstream.com/
Golf_eaglecreek
18 holes | Par 71 | 6,785 yards |
Dress code | Bar/lounge

FireLake Golf Course
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, OK 74801
405-275-4471
www.firelakegolf.com
18 holes | Par 72 | 6,595 yards

Will Rogers Downs
20900 South 4200 Rd.
Claremore, OK 74019
918-283-8800
400 RV pads | 50/30 amp | Full hook-ups 
| Restrooms | Laundry | Shower facilities 
| 4-hr security  | Over 40,000 sq ft of 
versatile meeting space | Wi-Fi | Dog 
park | Horseshoe pit | Playground | Tent 
sites | Barbecue grills & picnic tables | 
Club House | Chapel

Cherokee Hills Golf Course
770 West Cherokee Street
Catoosa, OK 74015
1-800-760-6700
cherokee.golf@cnent.com
18 Holes | Par 70 | 6635 Yards | Dress 
code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop | Banquet 
room

Winstar Golf Course
Casino Ave.,Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317 777
27 Holes | 7,200 yards | Par 72 | Dress 
code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop

Winstar Golf Academy
Fountainhead Creek Golf Course
HC 60-1350, Checotah, OK 74426
918-689-3209 | 18 Holes | Par 72 | Dress 
code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop

Cherokee Springs Golf Course
700 E. Ballentine Rd, Tahlequah, OK 
74464 | 918-456-5100
18 Holes | Par 70 | Dress code|  Bar/Grill 
| Pro-shop

GOLF CLUBS
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ReSORt LiStinG
Downstream Casino 
Resort
69300 East Nee Road, Quapaw, 
OK 74363 | 1-888-DWNSTRM (396-7876)
918-919-6000
E: info@downstreamcasino.com
www.downstream.com

Buffalo Run Casino Resort
1366 N. Highway 69A, Miami, OK 74354
Phone: 918-542-2900 | Fax: 918-542-2908
GPS Address: 8414 S 580 Rd
www.buffalorunhotel.com

Indigo Sky Casino
70220 East HWY 60, Wyandotte, 
OK 74370
1.888.992.SKY1 | www.indigoskycasino.com

Grand Lake Casino & Lodge
24701 S 655 Rd., Grove, OK, 74344
Phone: 918.786.8528 | RSVP: 
918.786.4406 | Event Center: 918.786.1974
www.grandlakecasino.com

Cherokee Casino West 
Siloam Springs
1.800.754.4111 2416 Highway, 
412 West Siloam Springs, OK 74338
1.800.754.4111 (press 1, then 1) to RSVP
www.cherokeecasino.com

Cherokee Inn
Cherokee Boulevard, Roland, OK 74954 
800.256.2338 | EXT: 205

Hard Rock Casino Hotel Resort
777 West Cherokee Street, Catoosa, 
OK 74015 | 1.800.760.6700
www.hardrockcasinotulsa.com

Osage Casino Hotels
1.877.246.8777
www.osagecasinos.com/hotels
Skiatook & Ponca City
First Council Casino Hotel 12875
North Highway 77, Newkirk, OK 74647
(877) 7-CLANS-0 or (877) 725-2670
www.firstcouncilcasinohotel.com

Grand Casino Hotel 
Resort
777 Grand Casino Boulevard
Shawnee, OK 74804
Casino: (405) 964-7263
Hotel: (405) 964-7777
www.grandresortok.com

Artesian Hotel
1001 W. 1st Street, Sulphur, OK 73086
1.855.455.5255 |www.artesianhotel.com

Riverwind Casino Hotel
1544 State Highway 9, Norman, OK 
73072
1-405-322-6000 | www.riverwind.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - 
Durant
4216 S. Hwy 69/75, Durant , OK 74701
Tel: 1-580-920-0160 | Toll Free: 1-888-
652-4628 | Fax: 1-580-931-2725
E: hotel.shift@choctawcasinos.com

Choctaw Casino Hotel - 
Pocola
3400 Choctaw Road, Pocola, OK 74902
Tel: 918-436-7761
Toll Free: 1.800.590.5825
Fax: 918.436.7723
E: pocola.hotelmanagers@choctawcasinos.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - 
Grant
US Hwy 271, Grant, OK 74738 USA
Tel: 580-317-8500 | Fax: 580-326-5171
E: nancy.hedrick@choctawcasinos.com

Winstar World Casino & 
Resort
777 Casino Ave, Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317
www.winstarworldcasino.com

Winstar World Casino 
Hotel
1-866-946-7787

The Inn at Winstar
21943 Anoatubby Way, Thackerville, 
OK 73459
1-866-946-7787

Apache Casino Hotel
2315 East Gore Blvd., Lawton, OK 73501 
580.248.5905
www.apachecasinohotel.com

Comanche Red River 
Casino
Oklahoma 36 Devol, OK
1-877-369-8351
www.comanchenationcasinos.com

River Spirit Casino Resort
8330 Riverside Pkwy, Tulsa, OK 74137
918-299-8518 | www.riverspirittulsa.com
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In 1908, the Pontotoc County District Court approved the 
sale of lands belonging to Lucy Carney, a non-English 
speaking Chickasaw. Her 154 acres were sold for $1,600. The 
purchaser then borrowed $2,100 from a Trust Company. As 
the lender could not loan more than forty percent of market 
value, the land was worth at least $5,250. Lucy was thus 

legally robbed of $3,650. Her land forever gone; her descendants 
eternally despoiled.  
Another case involves Sina Battiest. She died on November 8, 1918.  
Four years later, “Sina” appeared in court as a man to execute a land 
lease. “His” signature was notarized and attested by two witnesses.  
Such was the power of the swindlers that they could not only bring 
the dead to life again but also to change their sex. 
Elsewhere, predatory grafters were gathered at Hilly Bear’s 
deathbed. Once dead,  they pressed her thumb to an ink pad. 
They affixed her fingerprint signature to “her” will. An investigation 
revealed ink on Hilly’s thumb. Such was the zeitgeist that the brazen 
pillagers didn’t bother to dispose of the smoking gun evidence.  
Thousands of similar thefts occurred across Oklahoma. So 
ubiquitous were the robberies that the esteemed historian Angie 
Debo described the situation as “A grand conspiracy to defraud 
Indians of their lands and wealth.” 
Debo documented many instances of this grand conspiracy in her 
classic 1940 book And Still the Waters Run: The Betrayal of the Five 
Civilized Tribes. So too did the Indian Rights Association in their 
1924 report Oklahoma’s Poor Rich Indians: An Orgy of Graft and 
Exploitation of the Five Civilized Tribes – Legalized Robbery. 
Oklahoma bears sole responsibility for establishing the framework 
that enabled, facilitated and encouraged the wholesale theft, 
rape and murders of Indian allottees. The Enabling Act of 1906, 
providing for admission of Oklahoma as a state, stipulated that 
the federal government would have sole authority over tribes and 
Indians. Oklahoma was so eager for  statehood, that its citizens 
readily agreed to this condition.
However Oklahoma quickly began a concerted effort to 
disestablish federal control. This undermining effort bore fruit with 
the passage of the Act of May 27, 1908. The Act removed protective 
restrictions on approximately 64,000 of the 101,000 allotments in 
eastern Oklahoma. The Act also gave Oklahoma district courts full 
authority over all Indian probate matters. The graft was on, cloaked 
in the sanctimonious mantle of “protecting the helpless Indians”. 
Full bloods, minors and Indians with valuable lands were targeted 
by rapacious whites. County judges appointed guardians. 
Guardians were oftentimes country club buddies of the judge. 

Judges frequently signed guardianship papers during fishing trips.
White guardians had plenary power over their wards. They sold, 
leased and mortgaged Indian assets in a frenetic orgy of self-
dealing, graft and corruption. So lucrative were such guardianships 
that it gave rise to a phenomenon unique to Oklahoma; the rise of 
the professional guardian. 
Guardianship was a full-time occupation.  Guardians might have 
dozens of wards. They, their attorneys, bankers, merchants and 
other conspirators siphoned vast amounts of money from Indian 
estates. A pittance, if any, found its way to helpless wards. 
Reparations is defined as the act of making amends for wrongs 
inflicted on innocent parties. The grand conspiracy that defrauded 
Indian allotees is a scarlet stain upon the state of Oklahoma.  
Justice demands reparations by the state to descendants of 
allottees. 
Some may say that the theft and exploitation of Indian allottees 
is deplorable but that the victims are long since dead. However, 
absent such widespread thievery, descendants of the original 
allottees might still own vast amounts of valuable land in Tulsa and 
eastern Oklahoma. Descendants of allottees thus continue to be 
injured and damaged by state sanctioned grand theft. 
Moreover, current property owners throughout the former Indian 
Territory are today unwitting beneficiaries of this vast transfer of 
wealth and of Oklahoma’s egregious failure to properly discharge 
its fiduciary and trust responsibilities. 
We can’t change the past but we can begin to acknowledge and 
make amends for the crimes committed against Lucy Carney, Sina 
Battiest, Hilly Bear and thousands of Indian allottees and their 
descendants. Reparations are just and proper. Do the right thing 
Oklahoma. 
 

Fus Yvhikv

SOUR SOFKEE: 
“REPARATIONS FOR THE THEFT OF 

INDIAN LAND ALLOTMENTS” 
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SHOP NATIVE ART, TEXTILES, PRINTS & MORE
WWW.NATIVEOKLAHOMA.US

Tularosa Pottery Shoulder Bag
$125 | ACONOV

Eagle Blanket
$320 | Mahota Textiles

Parrot Bucket Bag
$200 | ACONOV

Creators Blessings
16.5” x 10.5” Print
$50 | Buffalo Gouge
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“Creators Blessings”
Buffalo Gouge Print  | $50

Buffalo Gouge Art

Buffalo Gouge Art

Shop Native this holiday! 
Gift ideas at

www.nativeoklahoma.us
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OKLAHOMA tRiBAL DiReCtORY
Absentee-Shawnee Tribe
2025 South Gordon Cooper
Shawnee, OK, 74801| 405.275.4030

Alabama-Quassarte
Tribal Town, 101 E. Broadway
Wetumka, OK, 74883
405 452-3987

Apache Tribe of 
Oklahoma
511 East Colorado Drive
Anadarko, OK | 405-247-9493

Caddo Nation of 
Oklahoma
Hwys. 281 & 152 Intersection
Binger, OK | 405-656-2344

Cherokee Nation
South of Tahlequah, Hwy. 62
Tahlequah, OK | 918-453-5000

Cheyenne-Arapaho 
Tribes
100 Red Moon Circle, Concho, OK 
405-262-0345

Chickasaw Nation
124 East 14th Street, Ada, OK
(580) 436-2603

Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma
529 N. 16th St., Durant, OK
800-522-6170

Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation
1601 Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, OK | 40A5-275-3121

Comanche Nation
584 NW Bingo Rd., Lawton, OK 
877-492-4988

Delaware (Lenape) Tribe
of Indians
5100 East Tuxedo Blvd.
Bartlesville, OK
918- 337-6550

Delaware Nation
31064 State Highway 281
Anadarko, OK | 405-247-2448

Eastern Shawnee Tribe
of Oklahoma
127 Oneida St., Seneca, MO
918-666-2435

Fort Sill Apache Tribe
Route 2, Box 12, Apache, OK
580-588-2298

Iowa Tribe of 
Oklahoma
RR 1, Box 72, Perkins, OK
405-547-2402

Kaw Nation of 
Oklahoma
698 Grandview Drive, Kaw City, OK
580-269-2552

Kialegee Tribal Town
623 East Hwy. 9, Wetumka, OK
405-452-3262

Kickapoo Tribe of 
Oklahoma
P.O. Box 70, McLoud, OK
405-964-7053

Kiowa Indian Tribe of 
Oklahoma
Hwy. 9, West of Carnegie, 
Carnegie, OK
580-654-2300

Miami Tribe of 
Oklahoma
202 S. Eight Tribes Trail, Miami, OK
918-542-1445

Modoc Tribe of 
Oklahoma
418 G Street, Miami, OK
918-542-1190

Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation
Hwy. 75 and Loop 56, 
Okmulgee, OK
800-482-1979

Osage Nation
813 Grandview, Pawhuska, OK
918-287-5555

Ottawa Tribe of 
Oklahoma
13 S. 69 A, Miami, OK
918-540-1536

Otoe-Missouria Tribe
8151 Hwy 177, Red Rock, OK
877-692-6863

Pawnee Nation of 
Oklahoma
Pawnee, OK
918-762-3621

Peoria Tribe of Indians 
of Oklahoma
118 S. Eight Tribes Trail, Miami, OK
918-540-2535

Ponca Tribe
20 White Eagle Drive, 
Ponca City, OK
580-762-8104

Quapaw Tribe of 
Indians
5681 S. 630 Rd., Quapaw, OK
918-542-1853

Sac and Fox Nation
920883 S. Hwy 99, Stroud, OK
918-968-3526

Seminole Nation of 
Oklahoma
Junction Hwys. 270 and 56
P. O. Box 1498, Wewoka, OK
405-257-7200

Seneca-Cayuga Nation
23701 S 655 Road, Grove, OK
918-542-6609

Shawnee Tribe
29 S. Hwy. 69A, Miami, OK
918-542-2441

Thlopthlocco Tribal 
Town
09095 Okemah Street, Okemah, OK
918-560-6198.

Tonkawa Tribe of 
Indians
1 Rush Buffalo Road, Tonkawa, OK
580-628-2561

United Keetoowah 
Band of Cherokee 
Indians
PO Box 746, Tahlequah, OK
918-431-1818

Wichita and Affiliated 
Tribes
(Wichita, Keechi, Waco, Tawakonie)
Hwy. 281, Anadarko, OK
405-247-2425

Wyandotte Nation
64700 E. Highway 60, 
Wyandotte, OK
918-678-2297
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Where’s
Your 

Chapter?
Learn More: Aiccok.org/membereships

aiccok.org | chamber@aiccok.org
All Nations. One Mission.

We invite you to “Come Grow With Us” this year as we continue to expand our programs, re-invigorate our local chapters, and provide more 
benefits to our members.  Our goal is to EDUCATE, EMPOWER and ENGAGE the Native American business community.  We look forward to 

having you join us as we make a difference in Indian Country! We are dedicated to working with all members of the community to advance 
the educational and economic opportunities for Native Americans throughout Oklahoma.


