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Native Oklahoma 
Magazine is a pub-
lication not only for 

the visitor to Oklahoma, but 
also a resource for our Native 
community and neighbors. 
Every month, Native Oklaho-
ma’s award-winning writers 
showcase Native artists, cooks, 
foods, culture, and crafts, as 
well as current events and 
powwows.   Our issues include 
event calendars and lists of 
Native American attractions 
across Oklahoma. Native 
Oklahoma also includes a list 
of gaming venues, places to 
stay, and the location of tribal 
headquarters. 
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Wet Plate Collodion Tintype. 
Read more about his method 
on page 6.
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You Deserve…a Break

life, Hubbard said. While fleeing a posse, Sapulpa jumped over 
the alligator, which frighten off the pursuers, he said.
   By 1836, most of the Creek and Yuchi Indians were forced to 
northeastern Oklahoma over the Trail of Tears.
   But Sapulpa stayed, resisting every move the white man 
made, Hubbard said.
   By the late 1840s, however, he was tired of fighting the white 
man and decided to relocate near his tribe.
   By 1850, Sapulpa established a trading post with a black-
smith shop overlooking Polecat and Rock creeks. He named 
his place Cone Hutchee, which meant `Polecat.’
   As the years passed, Sapulpa became prosperous selling 
coffee, sugar, tobacco, dry goods, flour, spices and other 
articles.
   When the Civil War broke out, Sapulpa donated $1,000 in 
gold to the Confederacy and joined the army’s Creek regiment
mounted horses. He was wounded at the battle of Elk Creek 
near Checotah and discharged.
   In 1863, he was elected to the House of Kings, a Creek na-
tion governmental body. He held the job until his death.
   After the war, Sapulpa found his home and trading post had 
burned. He tried a second post for a few years, but ultimately
became a farmer and rancher.
   By 1886, the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad extended its line 
from Red Fork to the Sapulpa area because of the interest in 

logging walnut trees.
   The railroad yard was called the “Sapulpa Station” in honor of 
Chief Sapulpa, who had befriended the railway workers.
   Sapulpa was the first passenger to ride the train into Sapulpa 
on the invitation of the railroad.
   He died in 1887.
   By the late 1890s Sapulpa became a place known for out-
laws, Hubbard said.
   The Dalton gang, Belle Starr, the Cook gang and the Buck 
gang all knew Sapulpa well, he said.
   Bill Cook was an ex-marshal who turned bad.
The outlaws didn’t bother the natives, instead they lived har-
moniously trading with each other.
   “The rapport was so good between the two that when the 
marshal came in town, the natives would raise a flag on
Sugarloaf Hill to warn the outlaws,” he said.
   In 1902, Sapulpa was made a court town of the western 
judicial district of Indian Territory.
   In 1913, Sapulpa was chosen by popular vote to be Creek 
County’s judicial seat after a bitter race with Bristow.

Sapulpa, Namesake (cont.)
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By implementing safer tobacco-free policies, we can 

save Oklahoma from the clutches of Big Tobacco.
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Joseph Kayne photographs the American landscape, the 
Heartland, and Native American archaeological sites with a 
4x5 large format view camera. His latest projects, involve   

     working in the rare antique process, known as Wet Plate Col-
lodion Tintype photography, using an 8x10 old wooden camera 
and a brass Petzval lens from 1870. Joe’s photographs have 
been exhibited in galleries, museums, and private collections 
across the country, and his tintype of Deb Haaland was shown 
on The Rachel Maddow Show. His clients include The Nature 
Conservancy, Sierra Club, National Audubon Society, CF Martin 
Guitar Co., and the U.S. Department of Energy. Joe has a rare 
collection of large format images of the tallgrass prairies and 
American barns. He was one of the first color photographers to 
portray the Anasazi archeological sites and dwellings as an art 
form, and he is well known for his barn images and large format 
nature photography. Joe was awarded 3 artist in residencies 
by the U.S. National Park Service at the historic Navajo trading 
post, Hubbell Trading Post in the heart of Navajo Nation.
Joe’s interest in photography started while he was working in 
archaeology in Egypt and Israel during his college years. He 

received an art grant from the City of Chicago and has been a 
featured lecturer at the View Camera Magazine Large Format 
Photography Conference. Joe’s publication credits include: 
Lenswork, View Camera magazine, Sierra Club, Arizona High-
ways, Audubon Calendars (cover), Nature Conservancy (cov-
er), Photo Life magazine, Natural History magazine, and the 
Chicago Tribune. Joe was a featured photographer and named 
a “Lord of the Landscape” in Outdoor Photographer magazine’s 
landscape collector’s issue and is recognized as a long time 
large format nature photographer. Joe’s images have been 
presented on The New York Times LENS live blog.
Joe’s Navajo & Hopi Tintypes are part of the The Chicago Project 
representation at the Catherine Edelman Gallery in Chicago. 
Three of Joe’s photographs were included in EGO, a photo exhi-
bition with a focus on the exploitation, glorification and objec-
tification of the individual, in the main gallery at the Zhou B Art 
Center, Chicago (August-September 2013). His images have also 
been included in exhibits at Southeast Center for Photography, 
Jackson-Junge Gallery in Chicago, and Perspective Photography 
Gallery, and Evanston Art Center, in Evanston, Illinois. 
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WASHINGTON — Tribes in Oklahoma are both hopeful and 
anxious as they wait for the funds and spending rules from the 
American Rescue Plan that President Joe Biden signed last week.

Native American tribes nationwide will receive more 
than $31 billion as part of the American Rescue Plan, 
the largest one-time investment to Native American 

communities in history. However, the amount of money set to 
be given to Oklahoma tribes on an individual basis is largely 
unknown and likely will be until further tribal consultation has 
occurred.

Nonetheless, some tribes in Oklahoma hope the ARP will be 
able to pull them out of the fight against COVID-19 and return 
to normal.
“I think [spending will] be less [focused] on the PPE and testing 

and [more focused on] the economy [being] decimated and 
making things kind of get back to somewhat of a new normal,” 
said James Weigant, COVID Task Force coordinator for the 
Osage Nation. “But at the same time, you’re hearing rumors of 
a fourth wave in Europe, and you know, the other shoe could 
drop, and we’re back into the trenches again.”
Out of the $31 billion that tribes will receive, $20 billion will fo-
cus on combating COVID-19 and stabilizing safety nets in tribal 
communities. Additionally, $1 billion will be split evenly among 
the 574 federally recognized tribes, portioning about $1.7 mil-
lion to each tribe, including the 38 federally recognized tribes in 
Oklahoma, said Libby Washburn, special assistant to Biden. The 
remaining $19 billion will be distributed to each tribe using an 
undisclosed formula developed by the U.S. Treasury.
Another portion of that money is from Housing and Urban De-
velopment, in which Oklahoma tribes will receive around $65 

By Joseph Tomlinson
Gaylord News

Tribes to get record funding 
from American Rescue Plan

million under the Indian Housing Block Grant program, Wash-
burn said. Under a separate program from HUD — the Indian 
Community Development Block Grant program — there is a 
$280 million pot from which tribes nationwide can seek grants. 
Housing infrastructure has been an ongoing issue for many 
tribes in Oklahoma throughout the pandemic, and Washburn 
expects Oklahoma tribes to take advantage of these programs.
The Osage Nation, like other tribes, is developing an early and 
broad spending plan that remains difficult to finalize without 
further guidance from the federal government, but they’re 
focusing on key areas, one of them being infrastructure.
“We’re trying to identify some of those areas,” Weigant said. “It’s 
still a draft and work in progress… but infrastructure is a big 
part of that.”
U.S. Rep. Tom Cole (R-OK4), a Chickasaw Nation citi-
zen who voted against the COVID-19 relief package, 
sent a statement to Gaylord News regarding the 
investment into tribal nations. 
“While I disagreed with many provisions unrelated 
to the pandemic contained in the legislation signed 
into law by President Biden, I am glad that addition-
al resources will be made available to support the 
pandemic response of tribal nations. This includes 
additional funds for vaccine-related activities, virus 
mitigation efforts and mental health services,” Cole 
said. “As home to 39 tribal nations, Oklahoma’s tribes 
will certainly put its future allocation of these funds 
to good use. Indeed, the investment will benefit the 
health and well-being of both tribal members and 
surrounding communities.”
Despite the amount of money set to be sent to Native Ameri-
can communities, Ben Barnes, chief of the Shawnee Tribe, has 
concerns about the distribution process.
The tribe received the minimum $100,000 from the CARES Act 
in March 2020, owing to a stipulation within the distribution 
formula that mistakenly accounted that the Shawnee Tribe had 
a population of zero. Several other tribes faced similar issues 
regarding the census, including the Choctaw Nation, the Dela-
ware Tribe of Indians in Oklahoma, and others nationwide.
As a result of this uncorrected error, the Shawnee Tribe, which 
reported a population of 3,021 to the U.S. Treasury, was 

effectively denied up to $12 million dollars in the CARES Act. 
The tribe filed suit against the Treasury, and Shawnee Tribe v. 
Mnuchin is ongoing.
“My concern with the American Rescue Plan is they’re going 
to try and come up with some weird formula. And they’re not 
going to use a tribe’s actual number of citizens for the distribu-
tion,” Barnes said.
In a statement to Gaylord News, Cherokee Nation Principal 
Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. also voiced concern about the needs of 
his tribe, including mental health services, Indigenous language 
preservation, domestic violence, substance abuse services as 
well as broadband infrastructure, sanitation infrastructure and 
much more.
“Tribes are unique in terms of the American Rescue Plan in that 

distribution of the funds will be based in part on 
tribal consultation, and there are strict timelines that 
federal agencies must adhere to in order to ensure 
timely distribution of funds,” Hoskin said. “Based on 
our experience with the CARES Act funds, we are 
concerned about possible onerous, restrictive agen-
cy guidelines that could impede on our ability to 
serve our citizens and communities. We’ve asked the 
Biden Administration to allow for flexibility in use of 
the funds and defer to tribal nation decision-making 
given we are in the best position to know the needs 
of our communities.”
The Biden administration released a memorandum 
during the president’s first week in office stating that 
they will “[make] respect for tribal sovereignty and 

self-governance, commitment to fulfilling federal trust and trea-
ty responsibilities to tribal nations,” as well as stating “regular, 
meaningful and robust consultation with tribal nations” is a “pri-
ority.” Tribes remain hopeful the Biden administration’s commit-
ment to Native American communities will shine through in the 
American Rescue Plan and help put COVID-19 behind them.
“[Native Americans] were hit among the hardest in the entire 
country,” Washburn said. “This is really helping them build back 
to where they were and get on a stronger footing for the future.”

(Editor’s note: Libbey Dean contributed to this report.)

“
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MISSING | RED ALERT

jolene beard
Last seen on 3/15/2020 in Lawton, OK.

She was wearing a black sweater, blue jeans 
and black boots. 

DOB: November 26th, 1967

Height: 5’9”

Weight: 160lb

Hair & Eye Color: Brown

2 tattoos on forearms, butch 
and an infinity sign

(WAUAHDOOAH DAILEY)

Jolene is an Apache Tribal Member of 
Oklahoma (Comanche & Kiowa Descent)

If you have any information regarding Jolene’s 
case, please call the Lawton Police Department

(580) 581-3270
Case # 2020-4110
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WALK FOR JASCIE
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7TH, 2021, 5:00PM-8:00PM

comanche mmiw memorial garden, comanche hq

Jascie Kara “Hope” Kaywaykla went 

missing on April 7th, 2008 from 

Lawton Oklahoma.  She was   

          dropped off by her sister for a job       

orientation at Kmart, and her family 

never heard from her again.

Walk for Jascie 
will start 

promplty at 6pm.
Please wear comfortable 

walking shoes and masks.
Social distancing is requried. 

Hosted By:

join us in 
remembering  Jascie 
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John Tointigh paid attention to his elders, and the lessons he 
learned have made his life all the richer.
“I grew up with my dad telling me a lot of stories,” about   

        his Kiowa and Apache ancestry, he said. “I picked up on a lot 
of cultural identify just by being quiet and listening.”
After his parents divorced, his mother, Sarah, who is Caddo, 
thought athletics were a good idea for a teenager living in a 
single-parent home. 
That led to four years as short stop and third baseman at the 
University of Science and Arts in Chickasha, and a 
love for the game so fierce that it influenced the 
naming of his children. “Our coach was really big 
on community,” Tointigh said. “He really wanted 
us to be visible and helpful in the community. I 
got to meet a lot of the prominent people here in 
town.” Those memories eventually drew him back 
to Chickasha, where his family has thrived.
“It’s a great town where time has actually stood 
still a little bit. You can go to a restaurant and get 
to the front to pay, and somebody will have paid 
your bill already.” When Tointigh created his advertising agency 
15 years ago, he named it Blackhorse Marketing. Blackhorse is 
the signature used by his artist father, Jackie Tointigh. 
“It was a name that belonged to one of my ancestors,” he said, 
which was given to his father by his father.
It had taken him a while to realize that he inherited his father’s 
talent, though he uses it differently. 
“That proclivity is there. It manifested itself more in creative 
writing, and in ideas for marketing campaigns.”
Tointigh, a native of Noble, majored in communications and 
spent his college years as a sports broadcaster for radio stations 
in Chickasha and Anadarko. During the summer he worked as 
an umpire. “I really wanted to stay in the game, so when I gradu-
ated, I decided to try and continue my career as an umpire.”

Newly married and with his eye on the big leagues, he traveled 
to Minnesota to umpire for an independent league. But life on 
the road soon lost its charm.
“It’s not easy to be away from home as a married man,” he said. 
“We decided that was not what I was going to do.”
The couple lived in Ft. Smith for a while, then returned to Okla-
homa, and he found other ways to enjoy the sport. He umpired 
college baseball for 14 years, and plays with an amateur base-
ball team, the Lake Hefner Pelicans. 

“Everybody on the team has played college and/or 
professional baseball,” he said. “It’s a great environ-
ment to bring our kids up in.”
His wife, Keli, who grew up in Bridge Creek, loves to 
travel, and it was during a trip to Las Vegas that they 
received a most unexpected telephone call.
The Department of Human Services was on the line, 
asking if they could provide a foster home for two 
young children who were relatives on Keli’s side of 
the family. This time, Tointigh did not have to rely 
on anyone else’s advice. “I said to myself that if I 

say no, it’s because we’re being selfish,” he said. “We were able, 
we were capable.”  The little boy was not quite 3, and his sister 
was 15 months old. Today, Nolan is 6 and Caroline is 4, and 
they’ve been legally adopted by the Tointighs, joining three 
older brothers. Gehrig plays baseball for Redlands Community 
College in El Reno. Boston is a sophomore in high school, and 
Maris is 11.  So, what does the name Caroline have to do with 
baseball? Neil Diamond’s 1969 hit, “Sweet Caroline” has for 
years been the eighth-inning anthem at Fenway Park, Tointigh 
explained. The family owns a small farm just north of Chickasha, 
which they had been leasing out. But a friend encouraged him 
to buy some cows, and once again he listened to sound advice.
“My younger kids love the cows,” he said. “This will be my retire-
ment hobby.” 

THE JOURNEY
OF IDA’S LAW

Photo: John and Keli Tointigh and their children, Boston, Caroline, Maris, Nolan and Gehrig. 

Blackhorse Marketing
John Tointigh talks family, business and culture

By Kimberly Burk

“

Without nonprofits, Monica Champ says, “many peo-
ple would go without.”
Champ, who is Cherokee and lives in Claremore, is a 

champion of nonprofits as a volunteer and as a consultant who 
helps charitable organizations with everything from staffing to 
raising money.
“A real typical story for me to hear from the founders of non-
profits is that they have a real passion, but have trouble sustain-
ing it year after year,” Champ said.
Champ Nonprofit Consulting started out as a side gig, Champ 
said. But the Tulsa Community College Foundation, where she 
worked until March as chief development officer, was re-organ-
ized due to changes brought on by Covid. Champ accepted one 
of the voluntary departure packages, and it seemed like a good 
time to go full bore with her business.
Champ’s initial career was in sales. Then she attended a Day of 
Philanthropy event hosted by the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals in Oklahoma City, “and that really flipped my 
switch.”
“I realized I could use my sales skills in fundraising,” she said. 
“About 2004, I started doing that.”
She launched her development career at Rejoice Christian 
Schools in Owasso. Then she worked for American Red Cross, 
where she is still a volunteer and member of the board of 
directors.
Champ is well-credentialed in her profession. She earned a 
certificate in fundraising management in 2008 from the Center 
on Philanthropy at Indiana University; a certificate in nonprofit 
management from North Park University in Chicago in 2016 
and a master’s degree in nonprofit administration from North 

Park University in 2018.
Nonprofits she has worked with include the American Dream 
Center, a crisis pregnancy center and the Crossroads Clubhouse 
mental health service. 
Champ has been learning more about her culture through a 
Cherokee friend and the Claremore Potluck Society. 
One thing she loves about the Cherokee way is the collabora-
tive spirit. She describes that as “let’s do this as a group. Make 
decisions that don’t harm others.”
She’s also discovering that certain of her personality traits can 
be attributed to her heritage, such as the fact that she is “stub-
born, and fiercely independent.”
“As you get older, you start to examine the reasons why you act 
the way you do,” she said. “It’s good to explore your genealogy 
and have those ‘aha’ moments. I know my genealogy, and it’s 
fascinating to know who I’m related to and how I got here.”
Champ and her husband, Harry, who is an attorney, have been 
married 40 years and have two sons. In her spare time, she loves 
to cook.
“We have perfected a recipe, the Chicken Popper, on our Hasty 
Bake Grill,” she said.
They also like to boat and to fish, which is mostly catch and 
release. Grand Lake is a favorite recreation spot.

By Kimberly Burk

MONICA CHAMP
NON-PROFITS & FUNDRAISING

Monica Champ 
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WASHINGTON -- The House used Women’s History Month to serve 
as the backdrop for passing legislation to reauthorize the Violence 
Against Women Act and to remove the 1982 deadline for states to 
ratify the Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution.
 

House Democratic women dressed in suffragette white 
to commemorate the occasion and to usher through 
what they say are landmark pieces of legislation to 

advance women’s rights.
 
The House voted 244-172 on Wednesday to pass the legislation, 
with 29 Republicans, including Oklahoma GOP House members 
Stephanie Bice, Tom Cole and Markwayne Mullin, joining 
Democrats in support of the bill.
 
“While there are many misguided provisions that do not belong 
in the reauthorization legislation passed by the House, I am very 
supportive of the areas concerning Native American tribes and 
their ability to combat and end violence against women and 
children in their own communities,” said Cole, who is a member 
of the Chickasaw Nation, in a press release.
 
Part of the new legislation in the reauthorization bill will expand 
protections for Native American, immigrant and transgender 
women.
 
“With passage of HR 1620, the House has recognized that 
Native victims of sexual violence, child abuse, stalking, and 
trafficking deserve the same protections that Congress afforded 
to domestic violence victims in VAWA 2013,” said Traditional 
Councilwoman Juana Majel Dixon, Co-Chair of the National 
Congress of American Indians Task Force on Violence Against 
Women. 

“This is about our right, as governments, to protect our citizens 
from violence,” she said.  

The reauthorization comes six months after the signing of 
two laws designed to improve coordination between law 
enforcement agencies while developing a plan to combat 
the rising tide of missing, murdered and kidnapped Native 
Americans, something that has not happened before. More 
importantly it brings Indigeous people into the process. 
 
The Violence Against Women Act was last reauthorized by 
Congress in 2013 and was originally passed in 1994. Then-
Senator Joe Biden authored the original bill.
 
The Act provides funding and protection to help women 
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“VIOLENCE AGAINST 
WOMEN ACT”

House Makes Significant Moves For Women During Women’s History Month
by Bennett Brinkman | Gaylord News

suffering from domestic violence, sexual 
assault and stalking.
 
The White House released a statement 
Wednesday applauding the House’s 
passage of the bill.
 
“Writing and passing VAWA is one of 
the legislative accomplishments of 
which I’m most proud,” said Biden in the 
statement. “VAWA has transformed the 
way our country 
responds to 
violence against 
women. And, 
with each re-
authorization, 
the Congress 
has expanded 
VAWA’s 
provisions on 
a bipartisan 
basis to improve 
protections, 
including for 
Native American 
women and 
survivors from 
underserved 
communities, 
and improve 
efforts to prevent 
intimate partner 
violence.”
 
Oklahoma’s 
other two House 
members, Kevin 
Hern and Frank 
Lucas, joined 
the other 172 
Republicans in 
voting against 
the bill.
 
“Unfortunately, the bill that we voted 
on yesterday included numerous 
partisan poison pills that have nothing 
to do with the goal of protecting women 
from domestic violence,” Hern said in a 
statement.
 
New provisions in the bill include closing 
the “boyfriend loop,” meaning all dating 
partners convicted of domestic violence 
will be prohibited from owning guns, 
rather than just spouses, parents, legal 
guardians or partners who live together. 
This, along with another provision barring 
those convicted of misdemeanor domestic 
abuse or stalking, prompted the National 
Rifle Association to oppose the bill when 
it was introduced in the last session of 
Congress.
 

“

Jennifer Baker, a spokeswoman for the 
NRA, told the New York Times in 2019 
that for “many of those ‘offenses’ — and 
I’m using air quotes here — the behavior 
that would qualify as a stalking offense 
is often not violent or threatening; it 
involves no personal contact whatsoever.” 
She argued that the provision is “too 
broad and ripe for abuse.”
 

The House also voted Wednesday to 
remove the deadline for ratification of the 
Equal Rights Amendment, an amendment 
to the Constitution proposed in 1972. 
The original bill required three-fourths 
of states to ratify the ERA by 1979, later 
changed to 1982, before it could be 
added to the Constitution. Only 35 of 
the 38 states needed ratified it by the 
deadline.

 The ERA would ban sex-based 
discrimination and strengthen legal 
equality for women in the Constitution. 
 
All five of Oklahoma’s House members 
voted against the removal of the 
deadline. At a House Rules Committee 
hearing Tuesday, Cole said the bill is 
unconstitutional.
 
“But now, 42 years after the deadline has 
passed, the majority is trying to turn back 

the clock and claim that there should 
be no deadline at all for ratification of 
the amendment,” Cole said.
 
Both bills will now go to the other side 
of the Capitol, where they could face 
significant obstacles in the evenly-
divided Senate.

Gaylord News is a Washington-based reporting project 
of the University of Oklahoma Gaylord College of 
Journalism and Mass Communication.
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48TH ANNUAL VIRTUAL SYMPOSIUM ON THE AMERICAN INDIAN

“Then Job stood up, tore his robe, and shaved his head. He fell to 
the ground and worshiped, saying: Naked I came from my mother’s 
womb, and naked I will leave this life. The Lord gives, and the Lord 
takes away. Praise the name of Yahweh. Throughout all this Job did 
not sin or blame God for anything.”
—Job 1:20-22
Last month marked the one year anniversary of Covid-19.  We as 
a nation were rolling right along and one of the most devastating 
events happened that changed the world as we knew it. 
The bible tells us about Job. Job did not endure a pandemic, but he 
did endure the death of his children, the loss of all material posses-
sions and severe health issues. Job had the opportunity to question 
God, but instead he turned to God and trusted Him.   
The below scripture passages remind us that God is there no mat-
ter what we face or go-ing through.
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own 
understanding; think about Him in all your ways, and He will guide 
you on the right paths. Don’t consider yourself to be wise; fear the 
Lord and turn away from evil.”
—Proverbs 3:5-7

 TRUSTING GOD every single day.  I get ahead of God and 
want to do things my way, and it always is not the best way!  I need 
to think about Him and know that He is the ruler of the universe!
“Consider it a great joy, my brothers, whenever you experience 
various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces 
endurance. But endurance must do its complete work, so that you 
may be mature and complete, lacking nothing.”
—James 1:2-4
We need to consider all of our trials a test that increases our faith.  
God wants us to rely upon Him every time we face adversity!  As a 
FCA Field Rep, I must run with endurance every day.  I need to be 
reminded daily that His complete work will be done through the 
way that I turn to Him daily.
“For we walk by faith, not by sight,”
—2 Corinthians 5:7

I consider this my number one go-to verse!  I know that God has 
everything worked out in my life for a reason.  My faith is in Jesus 
Christ, I know every single moment has  al-ready been mapped out 
by God and I just want to be part of His magnificent plan!

“Even when I go through the darkest valley, I fear no danger, for 
You are with me; Your rod and Your staff — they comfort me.”  —
Psalms 23:4 
To live without fear of death, knowing that God is in complete 
control of our eternal destination.  I can get up every day knowing 
that this could be the last day on this earth and knowing that I will 
stand before God without any regret, because I lived every day for 
Him!
Now here are our next steps that we need to consider for the rest of 
our lives!  Let us be the example and of faith and love for Jesus here 
on earth!  Consider the way that God has called us live for Him.

1. Read God’s Word Daily
“Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light on my path.”
—Psalms 119:105 

2. Pray Daily
“Pray constantly.”  —1 Thessalonians 5:17 HCSB

3. Meditate on God’s Word
“Instead, his delight is in the Lord’s instruction, and he meditates on 
it day and night.”  —Psalm 1:2

4. Find a home Church
“not staying away from our worship meetings, as some habitually 
do, but encourag-ing each other, and all the more as you see the 
day drawing near.”
—Hebrews 10:25 

5. Share Jesus Daily
“Then Jesus came near and said to them, “All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make disci-
ples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything 
I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you al-ways, to 
the end of the age.” —Matthew 28:18-20
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MISSING

 

 

Indian Law      Eminent Domain 

Business Law      Administrative Law 

Real Property      Civil Litigation 

 

 

 

 

 

(918) 994-7051 office  (918) 994-7052 fax  www.sterlingoaks.law 

2400 W. Detroit Street  Broken Arrow, OK 74012 

 

“This New Year’s Eve we invite you to celebrate the life of our 
beloved Emily Sue Zanne Morgan. She is so missed. And 
loved. We must make sure she never forgets that.
 
This year we will light up the darkness for her. Fireworks, Water 
lanterns, Sparklers, Candles...Whatever you have that will con-
nect you to her. Even your Medicines. Burn your Cedar.
 
Details will be announced in the coming weeks with a location 
for us to gather together but socially distanced. (Outside.) 
Please, be getting together your cutest Winter ensemble. As 
y’all know Emily dressed up. She showed out! 
 
There will also be virtual details coming for those of you who 
can only celebrate virtually. 
 
At midnight her birthday begins. And we want everyone to 
shine a light for her to see. To see and feel, to feel the warmth 

and love we send to her. On her special day of Birth and ev-
eryday. Lets shine a light for Emily and for Justice. For what’s 
done in the dark will be brought to the light.”

Emily Sue Zanne Morgan
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By Fus Yvhikv
Tribal Captive Insurance Companies

C

0

SOUR SOFKEE

           aptive insurance companies that are owned, controlled  
            and managed by Indian tribes are a phenomenon  
            that appears to be poised to sweep across Indian Coun-
try in the next few years. Many Indian tribes are discovering 
what thousands of private companies have known for years: 
that a captive insurance company is a great way to turn an 
expense into a profit center.
   Captive insurance companies are simply an insurance com-
pany that is wholly-owned by its parent company. A captive 
insurance company is authorized to write insurance policies 
only to its parent or its affiliates. 
   Unlike an admitted carrier, captive insurance companies can-
not write policies for the general public or for other companies 
who are not affiliated by the captive insurance company’s par-
ent company. The term “captive” is used to describe such in-
surance companies due to it having a “captive” market among 
the parent company and the various affiliated companies.
   Thousands of captive insurance companies have been 
licensed and have operated successfully for many years. Right 
now, to my knowledge, only the Mashantucket Pequot tribe 
has moved forward with forming and owning a captive insur-
ance company. 
   However, there are many signs that indicate that that is 
about to change in a big way. One pressing reason is that 
tribes have grown in size and complexity to a point where in-
surance provided by third-party insurance carriers is either too 
costly or such insurance companies do not provide adequate 

coverage. In addition, COVID has made manifest the need to 
form captives. Finally, the tribes have been denied their claims 
under their business interruption insurance by the various 
carriers. 
   Hence enter the notion of a tribally-owned captive insurance 
company. These companies will afford Indian tribal govern-
ments the opportunity to realize significant improvements 
in their overall risk management efforts. The tribe effectively 
pays premiums to itself. In addition, the tribal captive insur-
ance company makes it own decisions as to what coverag
es and policies it will provide to its parent company and its 
affiliates. 
   Another compelling reason that tribes will move to captive in-
surance companies in coming years is that the tribe has much 
greater control over the insurance company’s administration, 
overhead and investments. Also, the tribe gets to write its own 
insurance policies. 
   Even better, the tribes can self-regulate a captive in the same 
manner that they do in gaming. Tribes can and should create 
their own regulatory body, the Office of the Tribal Insurance 
Commissioner, to license, regulate, supervise and examine 
any captive insurance companies that are under its domicile. 
Failing that, tribes will have to get their captive insurance 
license from a state government and thereby be subject to the 
sovereignty of a state entity. 
   The Captive Insurance Association for Native Nations 
(“CIANN”) is a recently formed not-for-profit that stands ready 
to educate, inform and assist tribes in developing their own 
captive insurance company. CIANN stands ready to offer 
turn-key services for tribes who wish to turn insurance from an 
expense to a profit center for the tribe. For more information 
about CIANN, please visit their website at www.ciann.org. 
   Look for the idea of captive insurance companies to soon 
“captivate” Indian Country. It is an idea whose time has come. 
It is another way in which tribes will be the leaders in the 
financial arena and thereby continue to strengthen their tribal 
sovereignty. 

John Morris is currently serving with Oklahoma Fellowship of Christian Athletes and is supported financially by faith partners. If you are 
interested in more information on FCA or being a faith partner go to this link https://my.fca.org/johnmorris.  John can be contacted through 
email: johnmorris@fca.org or by cell number (785-760-1627).

John Morris
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To Carry Sweet Things Tote
Eagle Tote

Enjoy 10% off entire order December 1st-21st
Only at MahotaTextiles.com - code: MAHOTA10

Eagle Creek Golf Club
2742 Ben Pell Dr • Joplin, MO 64804 | 
417‐623‐5050
www.downstream.com/
Golf_eaglecreek
18 holes | Par 71 | 6,785 yards |
Dress code | Bar/lounge

FireLake Golf Course
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, OK 74801
405-275-4471
www.firelakegolf.com
18 holes | Par 72 | 6,595 yards

Will Rogers Downs
20900 South 4200 Rd.
Claremore, OK 74019
918-283-8800
400 RV pads | 50/30 amp | Full hook-ups 
| Restrooms | Laundry | Shower facilities 
| 4-hr security  | Over 40,000 sq ft of 
versatile meeting space | Wi-Fi | Dog 
park | Horseshoe pit | Playground | Tent 
sites | Barbecue grills & picnic tables | 
Club House | Chapel

Cherokee Hills Golf Course
770 West Cherokee Street
Catoosa, OK 74015
1-800-760-6700
cherokee.golf@cnent.com
18 Holes | Par 70 | 6635 Yards | Dress 
code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop | Banquet 
room

Winstar Golf Course
Casino Ave.,Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317 777
27 Holes | 7,200 yards | Par 72 | Dress 
code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop

Winstar Golf Academy
Fountainhead Creek Golf Course
HC 60-1350, Checotah, OK 74426
918-689-3209 | 18 Holes | Par 72 | Dress 
code | Bar/Grill | Pro-shop

Cherokee Springs Golf Course
700 E. Ballentine Rd, Tahlequah, OK 
74464 | 918-456-5100
18 Holes | Par 70 | Dress code|  Bar/Grill 
| Pro-shop

GOLF CLUBS
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ReSORt LiStinG
Downstream Casino Resort
69300 East Nee Road, Quapaw, 
OK 74363 | 1-888-DWNSTRM (396-7876)
918-919-6000
E: info@downstreamcasino.com
www.downstream.com

Buffalo Run Casino Resort
1366 N. Highway 69A, Miami, OK 74354
Phone: 918-542-2900 | Fax: 918-542-2908
GPS Address: 8414 S 580 Rd
www.buffalorunhotel.com

Indigo Sky Casino
70220 East HWY 60, Wyandotte, 
OK 74370
1.888.992.SKY1 | www.indigoskycasino.com

Grand Lake Casino & Lodge
24701 S 655 Rd., Grove, OK, 74344
Phone: 918.786.8528 | RSVP: 
918.786.4406 | Event Center: 918.786.1974
www.grandlakecasino.com

Cherokee Casino West 
Siloam Springs
1.800.754.4111 2416 Highway, 
412 West Siloam Springs, OK 74338
1.800.754.4111 (press 1, then 1) to RSVP
www.cherokeecasino.com

Cherokee Inn
Cherokee Boulevard, Roland, OK 74954 
800.256.2338 | EXT: 205

Hard Rock Casino Hotel Resort
777 West Cherokee Street, Catoosa, 
OK 74015 | 1.800.760.6700
www.hardrockcasinotulsa.com

Osage Casino Hotels
1.877.246.8777
www.osagecasinos.com/hotels
Skiatook & Ponca City
First Council Casino Hotel 12875
North Highway 77, Newkirk, OK 74647
(877) 7-CLANS-0 or (877) 725-2670
www.firstcouncilcasinohotel.com

Grand Casino Hotel Resort
777 Grand Casino Boulevard
Shawnee, OK 74804
Casino: (405) 964-7263
Hotel: (405) 964-7777
www.grandresortok.com

Artesian Hotel
1001 W. 1st Street, Sulphur, OK 73086
1.855.455.5255 |www.artesianhotel.com

Riverwind Casino Hotel
1544 State Highway 9, Norman, OK 
73072
1-405-322-6000 | www.riverwind.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - 
Durant
4216 S. Hwy 69/75, Durant , OK 74701
Tel: 1-580-920-0160 | Toll Free: 1-888-
652-4628 | Fax: 1-580-931-2725
E: hotel.shift@choctawcasinos.com

Choctaw Casino Hotel - 
Pocola
3400 Choctaw Road, Pocola, OK 74902
Tel: 918-436-7761
Toll Free: 1.800.590.5825
Fax: 918.436.7723
E: pocola.hotelmanagers@choctawcasinos.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - 
Grant
US Hwy 271, Grant, OK 74738 USA
Tel: 580-317-8500 | Fax: 580-326-5171
E: nancy.hedrick@choctawcasinos.com

Winstar World Casino & 
Resort
777 Casino Ave, Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317
www.winstarworldcasino.com

Winstar World Casino 
Hotel
1-866-946-7787

The Inn at Winstar
21943 Anoatubby Way, Thackerville, 
OK 73459
1-866-946-7787

Apache Casino Hotel
2315 East Gore Blvd., Lawton, OK 73501 
580.248.5905
www.apachecasinohotel.com

Comanche Red River Casino
Oklahoma 36 Devol, OK
1-877-369-8351
www.comanchenationcasinos.com

River Spirit Casino Resort
8330 Riverside Pkwy, Tulsa, OK 74137
918-299-8518 | www.riverspirittulsa.com
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Me, Yahola, Tarpalechee and Fixico were all kicked back in the 
Rez Bar enjoying a pint of Pabst Blue Ribbon. Harjo, the rotund 
bartender/proprietor, busied himself cleaning rocks glasses with 
his bar towel. It was a bit of a self-defeating effort as the ashes 
of Harjo’s cigar kept falling into the glasses that he was cleaning. 
Heyluh! 
Suddenly, in strolls Fixico our rapper buddy wearing his signature 
black felt Godfather hat with the gorgeous beadwork on the 
brim. He never would disclose the name of the lady who did his 
beadwork for fear that she would get too busy to bead anymore of 
his stuff. Typical Fixico!
“Hey boys,” Fixico said, “Let’s go play some pickleball!”
We were momentarily taken aback as Fixico produced a pickleball 
paddle and began swinging it wildly around. He nearly whacked 
me upside the head. 
“Pickleball?” Tarpalechee asked. “What the hell is that?”
“It’s an old person’s game for those who are too elderly to play 
tennis” Yahola responded as he laughed wryly. 
“No it’s not!” Fixico protested. “It’s a very fast-moving game. Lots of 
young people play. You’ll see.”
“In that case, I’ll be sure to bring my Hoveround,” I said jokingly.
We all cracked up laughing. Except Fixico.
“Well if you dudes think the game is so easy then let’s go play,” 
Fixico challenged us. 
“Alrighty then. I’m in.” I declared. “Lets go!”
It happened that the local YMCA was just a block away. They had 
several Pickleball courts. It took us only ten minutes to walk to the 
Y. It would have been only five minutes but Yahola tried to leave the 
Res Bar with his beer. He argued with the burly bouncer until the 
bouncer got tired of Yahola and drank the rest of his beer. Yahola 
vowed revenge.
When we arrived at the Pickleball courts I immediately knew we 
were all in over our heads. Most of the courts were in use. The 
players were slamming the ball at each other from all angles. It was 
indeed a very fast paced game.
On the court, Tarpalechee tried to serve to Fixico. Tarpalechee 

threw the ball up high as in a tennis serve and swung wildly at the 
ball with his paddle. He missed by a mile. 
“Stop!” Fixico commanded. “That is an illegal serve!”
“Huh? What?” a dumbfounded Tarpalechee asked. 
“You can’t serve like in tennis. You have to swing your paddle in 
a upward motion and you have to make contact with the ball no 
higher than your waist” Fixico instructed. “Like this.”
Fixico proceeded to show up the proper motion. It was definitely 
different but looked easy enough. Tarpalechee tried it. He whacked 
the ball and it went sailing into the adjacent court where it hit a 
player in the back of the head. Disgusted, the player kicked the ball 
back into our court. Things went downhill from there.
During the next thirty minutes we proceeded to hit the ball 
everywhere except where it was supposed to go. We hit the ball 
into the adjacent courts more often than in our court. We hit each 
other. We hit the lights in the roof. We hit the net. We hit passersby. 
Frustration got the best of us. First was all the yelling at each other. 
Then the cursing. Finally we got into a combination of a fistfight 
and an MMA smackdown that tore down the net. Everybody was 
appalled at the sight of these Indian boys kicking the hell out of 
each other. Of course we got tossed out and told to never show our 
faces at the Y again. 
Back at the Res Bar we nursed our bruises, bumps, cuts and 
contusions with cold beers that we alternatively drank and held 
against our wounds. 
Our brief experiment with Pickleball ended ignominiously. Never 
again would we call it an old person’s game. 

Fus Yvhikv

SOUR SOFKEE: 

“IN A PICKLE” 

For many Oklahoma tribes and Native associations, canceling 
last summer’s public gatherings was a no-brainer. This 
year, even with vaccine distribution well underway and 

COVID-19 infection rates trending downward, it’s more compli-
cated. Some events will be back this year. Others have already 
been canceled for a second year, and in some cases the decision 
has not been made.
Phil Dupoint, president of the board of the American Indian Ex-
position in Anadarko, said the long-running expo will return this 
year. Dupoint, a beadwork artist who lives in Carnegie and is 
director of the Kiowa tribal museum, said at least a dozen tribes 
help sponsor the expo, scheduled for Aug. 18-21 at the Caddo 
County Fairgrounds.
Events will include softball and basketball tournaments, a 
carnival, tribal and competition dancing, opening and closing 
parades, arts and crafts booths and food vendors.
“The Ponca have the world champion fancy dance,” Dupoint 
said. “We have the national fancy dancing championship. Any 
time you win these two titles the same year, you are the man.”
The expo is open to the public from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily, and 
expenses are funded in part by small admission and parking 
charges. “We’re not real greedy, but we want to make sure we 
have our bills covered,” Dupoint said.
“It’s just a gathering of all the tribes. They all come together and 
can share their cultures and their traditions with one another, 
as well as the public, so everybody has a better understanding 
of us.”
The 35th annual Red Earth Festival is set for June 12-13 at the 
tribally-owned Grand Casino Hotel and Resort in Shawnee, 
according to the Red Earth website. 
Activities will include the art market and competition featuring 
some of the most talented Native artists in the United States, 
dancing and storytelling, lectures and the added amenities of 
the hotel and event center, including on-site restaurants, twin 

rooftop pools, free covered parking and an RV park.
The Citizen Potawatomi Nation has canceled its 2021 Family 
Reunion Festival, typically held the last Saturday in June.
“When we had to make the difficult decision to cancel the 2020 
festival, I never imagined that this pandemic would cause us 
to cancel another,” Tribal Chairman John “Rocky” Barrett said. 
“While we are beginning to see hope with the vaccines, there is 
still too much uncertainty to host a large gathering.”
The Cherokee and Muscogee (Creek) Nations were still debat-
ing in March whether to hold their annual festivals. The Creek 
Nation is considering holding its festival later in the year with 
limited, socially distant-complaint events, said Jason Salsman, 
press secretary.
As of late March, no events had been held for more than a year 
at the Stokes Stomp Grounds in eastern Oklahoma, said L.S. 
Fields, a Native Cherokee speaker and member of the stomp 
grounds. “It’s to protect our elders,” Fields said. “You can’t think 
about just one person.”  Before Covid, Fields said, members met 
every week for stomp dances, to play stickball and to hold re-
ligious fasts. He said many of the older members have been vac-
cinated, but they will not resume events at the stomp grounds 
until the time is right.
The Delaware Tribe has scheduled its 56th annual powwow for 
May 28-30 at the Fred Fall-Leaf Memorial Campgrounds near 
Copan, according to a publicity flier. Admission and parking are 
free. Events will include gourd and stomp dancing, a fundrais-
ing auction for war veterans, a church service and Sunday after-
noon turtle races. For more information call Lu Ann Hainline at 
(918) 327-5020.
The Otoe-Missouria Encampment is set for July 15-18. For more 
information call (405) 258-8342.
Tribal leaders said citizens should check with their respective 
stomp grounds for information about stomp dances and other 
events not sponsored by the tribes.

POWWOW
SEASON

By Kimberly Burke
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ANYTIME
ANYWHERE

KEYWORD RESEARCH
INITIAL ON–SITE CONTENT OPTIMIZATION (VISIBLE) 

INITIAL CONTENT OPTIMIZATION (NON – VISIBLE)
SEO INFRASTRUCTURE EVALUATION

SCHEMA MARKUP  • BAD LINK CLEANUP • WEBSITE 
ARCHIVE • WEBSITE CONTENT CREATION

BUSINESS DIRECTORY SUBMISSIONS
ONLINE YELLOWPAGE SUBMISSIONS

GPS & MOBILE MAP SUBMISSIONS
VOICE RECOGNITION & SEARCH SUBMISSIONS

BUSINESS LISTING NETWORK
LOCAL SEO, XML SITEMAPS
SEARCH ENGINE SUBMISSIONS
ADAPTATION TO SEARCH ENGINE RANKING UPDATES
ONGOING SEO SERVICES
GOOGLE ANALYTICS ACCOUNT CREATION
WEBMASTER TOOLS ACCOUNT CREATION
WEBSITE DESIGN RECOMMENDATION
MONTHLY RANKING REPORTS & UPDATES
INTERNET MARKETING CONSULTING

From us to you
We guarantee a minimum of five new and relevant 

keyword rankings each month. 

From us to you
We guarantee, based on preexisting keyword rankings, 
you’ll receive a positive net ranking gain each month. 

RUNNING YOUR DREAM BUSINESS? CREATING YOUR WEBSITE AND NEED HELP?

Contact us at adam@nativeoklahoma.us

RUNNING YOUR DREAM BUSINESS? CREATING YOUR WEBSITE AND NEED HELP? OKLAHOMA tRiBAL DiReCtORY
Absentee-Shawnee Tribe
2025 South Gordon Cooper
Shawnee, OK, 74801| 405.275.4030

Alabama-Quassarte
Tribal Town, 101 E. Broadway
Wetumka, OK, 74883
405 452-3987

Apache Tribe of 
Oklahoma
511 East Colorado Drive
Anadarko, OK | 405-247-9493

Caddo Nation of 
Oklahoma
Hwys. 281 & 152 Intersection
Binger, OK | 405-656-2344

Cherokee Nation
South of Tahlequah, Hwy. 62
Tahlequah, OK | 918-453-5000

Cheyenne-Arapaho 
Tribes
100 Red Moon Circle, Concho, OK 
405-262-0345

Chickasaw Nation
124 East 14th Street, Ada, OK
(580) 436-2603

Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma
529 N. 16th St., Durant, OK
800-522-6170

Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation
1601 Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, OK | 40A5-275-3121

Comanche Nation
584 NW Bingo Rd., Lawton, OK 
877-492-4988

Delaware (Lenape) Tribe
of Indians
5100 East Tuxedo Blvd.
Bartlesville, OK
918- 337-6550

Delaware Nation
31064 State Highway 281
Anadarko, OK | 405-247-2448

Eastern Shawnee Tribe
of Oklahoma
127 Oneida St., Seneca, MO
918-666-2435

Fort Sill Apache Tribe
Route 2, Box 12, Apache, OK
580-588-2298

Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma
RR 1, Box 72, Perkins, OK
405-547-2402

Kaw Nation of 
Oklahoma
698 Grandview Drive, Kaw City, OK
580-269-2552

Kialegee Tribal Town
623 East Hwy. 9, Wetumka, OK
405-452-3262

Kickapoo Tribe of 
Oklahoma
P.O. Box 70, McLoud, OK
405-964-7053

Kiowa Indian Tribe of 
Oklahoma
Hwy. 9, West of Carnegie, 
Carnegie, OK
580-654-2300

Miami Tribe of 
Oklahoma
202 S. Eight Tribes Trail, Miami, OK
918-542-1445

Modoc Tribe of 
Oklahoma
418 G Street, Miami, OK
918-542-1190

Muscogee (Creek) Nation
Hwy. 75 and Loop 56, 
Okmulgee, OK
800-482-1979

Osage Nation
813 Grandview, Pawhuska, OK
918-287-5555

Ottawa Tribe of 
Oklahoma
13 S. 69 A, Miami, OK
918-540-1536

Otoe-Missouria Tribe
8151 Hwy 177, Red Rock, OK
877-692-6863

Pawnee Nation of 
Oklahoma
Pawnee, OK
918-762-3621

Peoria Tribe of Indians 
of Oklahoma
118 S. Eight Tribes Trail, Miami, OK
918-540-2535

Ponca Tribe
20 White Eagle Drive, 
Ponca City, OK
580-762-8104

Quapaw Tribe of Indians
5681 S. 630 Rd., Quapaw, OK
918-542-1853

Sac and Fox Nation
920883 S. Hwy 99, Stroud, OK
918-968-3526

Seminole Nation of 
Oklahoma
Junction Hwys. 270 and 56
P. O. Box 1498, Wewoka, OK
405-257-7200

Seneca-Cayuga Nation
23701 S 655 Road, Grove, OK
918-542-6609

Shawnee Tribe
29 S. Hwy. 69A, Miami, OK
918-542-2441

Thlopthlocco Tribal 
Town
09095 Okemah Street, Okemah, OK
918-560-6198.

Tonkawa Tribe of 
Indians
1 Rush Buffalo Road, Tonkawa, OK
580-628-2561

United Keetoowah Band 
of Cherokee Indians
PO Box 746, Tahlequah, OK
918-431-1818

Wichita and Affiliated 
Tribes
(Wichita, Keechi, Waco, Tawakonie)
Hwy. 281, Anadarko, OK
405-247-2425

Wyandotte Nation
64700 E. Highway 60, 
Wyandotte, OK
918-678-2297
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