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CUSTOMIZABLE 
PLANS FOR  
EVERY NEED

Call 918.561.6126 today! 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT THRU A PANDEMIC
         Essential or non-essential was the million-dollar question that seemed to weigh heavily on everyone’s mind 

ON THE COVER •  “We Stand With the People” by Buffalo Gouge

Buffalo Gouge (Creek/Cherokee) who resides in Tahlequah, Oklahoma. Buffalo is a contemporary Native American artist. His style of work 
is fast with bright colors, painting all types of subjects, with portraits being his main interest. He attended the Institute Of American Indian 

Arts, (I.A.I.A.) in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
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             or 8 minutes and 46 seconds  
             the world watched the killing of  
             George Floyd by former Min-
neapolis police officers on the 
streets of Minneapolis, Minn.
   No one could imagine Floyd’s 
death awakening sleeping 
generations of all ages, coming 
together as one. Marching, 
protesting, chanting … enough 
is enough.
But that’s what has happened 
across the U.S. and the world.
   On May 25 a deli worker 
reporting the passing of a 
counterfeit $20 bill made a rou-
tine police call. Floyd, who had 
come out of the deli and was 
sitting in a minivan with two oth-
er individuals were approached 
by former officers Thomas Lane 
and Alexander Kueng, who were 
first on the scene. Second on the 
scene were former officers 
Tou Thao and Derek 
Chauvin.
   Surveillance video shows 
Floyd being handcuffed 
and being led to the side 
of a building by two of the 
officers. Floyd appears to 
be talking to the officers 
but does not appear to 
show any resistance. 
What happens next is still 
uncertain, but the next time 
Floyd is seen on video is in a 
viral clip shot by a bystander 
Darnella Frazier, showing Floyd 
already pinned down by Derek 
Chauvin, with his knee pressing 
into the back of Floyd’s neck 
while he lies face down in hand-
cuffs on the street.
   During the 8 minute, 46 second 
video, Floyd can be heard telling police 
at least a dozen times that he can’t 
breathe, asking Chauvin to take his knee 
off of his neck. Bystanders, including 
the deli grocery clerk who had called the 
police began pleading with the officers 
to let Floyd up.
   At one point one of the officers is 
heard saying, “Get up, get in the car,” 
while Floyd remained pinned down 

by Chauvin, who had his hands in his 
pockets and seemed to be in no hurry to 
let Floyd up.

   Floyd responded, “I will, I can’t 
move.”
He then stops moving 
altogether.
EMTs arrived on the scene 
within six minutes of being 
called to find Floyd uncon-
scious and unresponsive, 
according to Hennepin 
County Healthcare EMS 
Chief Marty Scheerer.
   The next day Minneap-
olis Mayor Jacob Frey 
announced during a press 
conference with Police 
Chief Maderia Arradon-
do that all four officers 
involved had been fired.
   Minneapolis Gov. Tim 
Walz responded in a 

tweet calling 
the incident, 
‘sickening.’
“The lack of 
humanity in this 
disturbing video 
is sickening,” 
Walz wrote. “We 
will get answers 
and seek justice.”
   Sadly, for many 
people of color 
this story is not 

new. Racism is not new. 
Police brutality and 
excessive force just 
because of the color of 
one’s skin is not new.
   The names are differ-
ent. The results are the 
same … the unjustified 

killing of people of color.
   African Americans, Native Americans 
and Hispanic populations have some of 
the highest death by police in the coun-
try. In the U.S. African Americans make 
up only 13 percent of the population, yet 
they are the victims in 26 percent of all 
police shootings, nearly 3 times the rate 
of white people. However according to 
a report from the Lakota People’s Law 
Project, Native Americans are racial 

group most likely to be killed by law 
enforcement. Native Americans only 
make up 0.8 percent of the population, 
however they make up 1.9 percent of all 
police killings.
   Take the case of Rexdale Henry, a Na-
tive American activist who was arrested 
for failure to pay a traffic fine and five 
days later found dead in a Neshoba 
County, Mississippi jail cell. Or Paul Cast-
away, a Native American who suffered 
from schizophrenia, we was gunned 
down by police. According to witnesses 
he was holding a knife to his own throat 
during a schizophrenic episode when 
police shot and killed him.
   Or the case of 18-year-old Mah-hi-vist 
Goodblanket, who suffered from Opposi-
tional Defiant Disorder (ODD). During an 
episode, his parents called for assis-
tance from the Custer County Sheriff’s 
Dept. in Clinton, Okla. Upon minutes 
of their arrival, their son, unarmed, had 
been shot 7 times, once in the back of 
his head, killing him in their living room 
just days before Christmas in 2013. The 
officers later were awarded prestigious 
awards for their service, while the Good-
blankets were left to mourn and forever 
carry their grief.
   Or the case of Benjamin ‘Benji’ 
Whiteshield in 2012. During a mental 
episode Whiteshield asked to be taken 
to the Clinton Police Dept. for help. What 
transpired was chaos and tragedy after 
police officer Rodney Hawkins shot and 
killed Whiteshield. Hawkins was placed 
on administrative leave, but the shooting 
was deemed ‘justified’ and he returned 
to duty. Whiteshield’s sister, Sara, to this 
day does not know what happened in 
those final moments of her brother’s life.
For every family who has had to contin-
ue on without their loved ones, searching 
for justice and answers … Floyd’s death 
just reopened all the wounds that have 
never healed.
   And we can only hope police reform is 
imminent and stays a priority with local 
leaders and elected officials as mass 
protests continue across this country 
and the world. Change must and can 
happen, but it will take all people joining 
hands and saying … enough is enough.

“I Can’t Breathe”
F

Benjamin Whiteshield
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        ooking at the Great United States we see a time of great  
        social unrest.  

The Drums of Peace are becoming the War Dance Drums.  The 
dancers are around fires of mistrust, hate and fear.  The pas-
sive, yet supportive followers, those setting, wrapped in their 
blanket of society observe with fear of the impending.  The 
possibility of a great resistance, a change of the drumming 
heart permeates the mind. Pipes of peace wrapped in reverent 
respect are held in love across the folded legs.  Yet the sacred 
herb remains in its pouch of respect, no coal of fire will it see 
these coming times.  The whinny of the war horse is floating 
on the wind. 

Leaders are counseling aware of the needs of their people as 
on the distant horizon the 
red sun slides beneath 
the top of the waving tall 
grass. The wind wafting 
slow peaceful undula-
tions through the grass 
and Indian paintbrushes, 
beautiful reflections of 
sparkling fireflies wing 
through the cooling night 
air. Lowing and stamping 
of the hooves the buffalo 
no longer to be heard by 
the ears, yet the heart of 
the people standing in fires 
glare beat at a rhythm of 
the stampeding herd. 

Comes in the mind a re-
flection to the past, of old 
people and babies buried 
under the grass.  Of times 
of great strife and bone 
crushing cold.  Hungering 
children cry as their moth-
ers heart fold deeply into 
weariness, lost to hands 
that cannot hold.  Waiting and wanting is all that remains not a 
pot to get water in, no berries will it hold. Meat and wild onions 
have long left the pot as the search to quill hunger is war in the 
pot. 

The fires around which all eyes are froze shadows of fear 
grip heart in deaths hold. The feeling of fear do hopelessness 
bring.   Some are in sorrow, some are deranged.  Angry are the 
youthful, strong in the arm, yelling and shouting as wolves on 
the plain.  Stomping and spinning turtles ring with a sound of 
great wanting and needing to meet an enemy, head to head, 
with hair and face painted so proud. 

The old people are watching this waking despair shaking their 
heads and waiting as time has required.  Each holds the stick 
of wisdom on their lap knowledge of life yesterday’s map.  
Seems that wisdom shall in mind there remain as shouts of 
hate and today’s disdain. Wisdom isn’t wanted in this life be-
yond wisdom is foresaken to needs more fraught. Old people 
are left to smell of past long lost so that odor of tomorrow is 
coming up fast.   Waiting is the only way to get to their maker 
in humble ways. 

Down into the valley behind all can see the brightness of glory 
of modern today.  Interstate highways snake sparkling lights 
bringing glaring the future to hillside retreat.  Birds in the air are 
metal and glass, wheels of rubber on trails of hard pack.  Fast 
is the life down below. Yet the fires of disenchantments raging-

ly glow.  Smoke of burning pollution comes on the wind to melt 
the spirit of respect within.   Racing and raging the crowds can 
be seen looting and shooting now are about. 

The dance to the drums leaves little doubt.  Changes are com-
ing soon to everyone’s redoubt. 

Drums . . . Dance . . . Fear . . . Doubt. . . 

Tallgrass Muskogee

Big Picture Drums of War
L
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thru a Pandemic
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         ssential or non-essential was the  
         million-dollar question that seemed  
         to weigh heavily on everyone’s mind 
in the beginning of the novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19) in Oklahoma. Under normal 
circumstances, teams and communi-
ties would have locked arms in unity, 
but Corona-panic had us locking doors, 
shuttering windows, and distancing from 
our friends and neighbors. People were 
shying away from local businesses as 
one by one those businesses decided 
on how to handle operations through 
restrictions and empty parking lots.
Pulling together has carried Oklahomans 
through some tough times. This storm 
had an entire country and its economy 
on its knees. While our friends and 
neighbors began to see the shaking 
of economic hardship taking a toll on 
their families and businesses Citizen 
Potawatomi Community Development 
Corporation kicked operations into high 
gear bracing for the worst of the storm. 
CPCDC began fast-tracking remote 
technology access, enabling online 
resources to keep our staff fully acces-
sible to customers and Native business 
owners across the country. “There must 
be as little interruption as possible to the 
services our customers receive from us. 
Business owners are facing some very 
tough times and it is essential they know 
we are here for them,” said Shane D. Jett, 
CPCDC’s Chief Executive Officer.
   Many businesses closed up shop for 
good, while others gasped for air in the 
face of the storm. An early April report 
by the U.S. Chamber noted one in four 
small businesses had at least temporar-
ily shut down and forty-three percent of 
business owners were already fearing 
a permanent shut down because of the 
crisis. By mid-May, Reuters reported 
over eighty percent of small businesses 
expected the effects of the pandemic to 
last longer for them. As agencies like the 
Small Business Administration came to 
the aid of business owners across the 
country, CPCDC was right there ensuring 
our customers had access to any assis-
tance we could provide.

   CPCDC’s commercial team sent letters 
to our Native business owners asking 
them to touch base with us at the first 
sign of trouble for their business or just 
for help to form a good game plan. Our 
customers needed to know we would 
walk through this with them. We promot-
ed the utilization of SBA programs such 
as the Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) and the Economic Injury Disaster 
Loan (EIDL) as much as possible. CPC-
DC’s leadership team went to bat for our 
customers seeking board approval for 
payment deferral options for disaster-af-
fected customers.
    CPCDC’s marketing team repeat-
edly shared application links, training, 
resources, and updates on almost every 
social media platform we had available 
from commercial assistance to consum-
er credit and financial resources. The 
consumer team also worked tirelessly 
to make sure that while they could not 
meet in-person with customers during 
the shutdown, they were readily available 
via zoom and telephone. Many hours 
have gone into both commercial and 
consumer counseling and assistance 
using these remote tools. Adding addi-
tional convenience for those customers 
who needed to stop by while the building 
was on lock-down, CPCDC opened three 
fully functional drive-thru lanes to main-
tain social distancing while remaining 
open for business.
   Communication with our customers is 
a vital key to understanding their needs, 
not only as business owners but as 

people in our local communities whose 
lives so intricately affect our own. When 
you believe, as we do, a rising tide lifts 
all boats, you question what “essential” 
really means. It is a given when a small 
business goes down, its owner loses, 
and sometimes the lender loses. But 
perhaps more importantly, however, is 
what the community loses when small 
businesses go under. When our commu-
nities can no longer sustain small busi-
nesses, we as a society pay the cost. 
Jobs are lost, costs of procurement 
for goods and services change, adjust-
ments to lifestyles and habits must be 
made and in short, we all lose. Realizing 
this simple truth, the CPCDC team was 
determined not to let our customers go 
down without a fight and called meet-
ings, made phone calls, and helped in 
any way that we could.
   Because of these efforts, CPCDC has 
assisted over twenty Native businesses 
to date with loans ranging from two 
thousand to three and a half million 
dollars in size during this pandemic. We 
have made sure our customers are well 
taken care of and know that their local 
tribally-owned Community Development 
Financial Institution has their best inter-
est at heart. At CPCDC we are planting 
seeds for a brighter future.
 
To learn more about how we can help 
your Native business call us today at 
(405)878-4697 or visit us on the web at 
www.cpcdc.org

By TaRena Reece, CPCDC Marketing & Facilities Manager

E
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Oklahoma Native All-State 
Association Announces  

All-State Teams
ONASA announces the senior student athletes that have been selected to 
the 2020 ONASA golf and baseball teams. These athletes had their seasons 
cut short and many did not get a chance to play at all. Nevertheless, ONASA 
wanted to recognize a group of Seniors this year.

Again, they will not be having any games this summer due to the pandemic.

The Oklahoma Native All State Association was initiated as an 
organization to support American Indian athletes and highlight 
their athletic accomplishments during the course of their senior 
year and to promote their talent and skills before potential 

college recruiters. ONASA is a non-profit charitable organization 
consisting of American Indian leaders from various professions 
who are committed to supporting our Oklahoma American 
Indian athletes. 
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www.nativeoklahoma.us/shop

Young Chickasaw Artist Continues 
to Expand Technique and Portfolio

CULTURE

C             hickasaw artist Chance Brown  
             fondly remembers the sense of  
             wonderment and intrigue he felt 

while gazing at art work as a youngster.
   “I feel like art has always had a place 
in my heart, and has always been in 
my mind, even from an early age,” the 
29-year-old said.

   As he grew older, Mr. Brown was 
encouraged by his second grade teacher 
at Dickson (Oklahoma) school to pick up 
color pencils and create his own art.
By the time he was in high school, art 
teacher and mentor Leann Parker-West 
introduced Mr. Brown to other mediums, 
such as acrylic and oil paints, graphite 
and charcoal.
   This early encouragement and instruc-
tion led Mr. Brown to pursue a degree in 
Fine Arts from East Central University, 
where he graduated in 2013.
   Today, Mr. Brown applies his lifelong 
training, inspiration and adoration of 
art to create a vast array of artwork, 
ranging from the abstract to plein aire 
landscapes, which are available to view 
online at ArtesianArtsFestival.com
   In addition to ArtesianArtsFestival.
com, Mr. Brown’s works can be found at 

Chance Brown’s Artwork Facebook page, 
Chance Browns Artwork.
   The Chickasaw Nation is hosting the 
Artesian Online Art Market where art lov-
ers can purchase work from Chickasaw 
and Southeastern Indian artists through 
July 31.

Chickasaw artist Chance Brown with a 
collection of his works.

Chickasaw artist Chance Brown’s plein aire 
landscape painting “Pennington Creek” is 
available at artesianartsfestival.com



New Technology to Revolutionize the Treatment 
of Opioid Addiction

O
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           pioid Addiction or Opioid Use Disease (OUD) continues  
           to be a problem in Indian Country. Native Americans are  
           affected by this disease more than any other minority. 
According to an article on the Health and Human Services 
website, “5.2 percent (72,000) of AI/AN aged 18 and older 
reported misusing a prescription drug in the past year and 4.0 
percent (56,000) of AI/ANs aged 18 and older reported misus-
ing a prescription pain reliever in the past year.”  

The current solution of treating Opioid is MAT or Medicated 
Assisted Treatment, which literally uses synthetic Opioids to 
help with withdrawal symptoms.  Commons drugs used are 
suboxone, and methadone as well as buprenorphine

Here are 6 Reasons why MAT is not a good solution for help-
ing patients with OUD

1. MAT Does Not Relieve Withdrawal Symptoms
The thought is that taking these approved medications will 
ease an addict through the withdrawal phase so they can quit 
easily. There’s a problem with that thought process.
2. MAT Encourages Addiction
They say, “Medication may sometimes cause addiction. This 
risk may be higher if you have a substance use disorder (such 
as overuse of or addiction to drugs/alcohol).”
3. MAT Is Not Safe
Methadone is dangerous, particularly when mixed with other 
drugs. In fact, methadone is to blame for a significant number 
of all opioid-related deaths.  Suboxone can be just as danger-
ous and addictive. 
4. MAT Lengthens Dependency to Drugs
Prescribing another opiate to treat drug addiction postpones 
recovery. The longer a person continues on these treatment 
options, the less motivated they become to be drug-free.
5. Withdrawal 
With all the discussion about how Methadone and Subox-
one are supposed to aid in the withdrawal symptoms, it is 
important to note that the same thing occurs when a person 
attempts to stop these maintenance drugs.
Methadone Abuse Help states, “The withdrawal symptoms 
are intense and if attempted too suddenly can be fatal.” That 
sounds exactly like what occurs if you attempt to stop taking 
opiates.
 

6. MAT Attempts to Treat the Symptom, But Fails to Cure the 
Addiction
In fact, most people who are addicted suffer from other issues 
as well. Someone addicted to opiates will often use cocaine or 
other illicit substances from time to time. MAT doesn’t solve 
that. They also regularly face mental health disorders such as 
bipolar, depression and anxiety. MAT doesn’t solve that.
Summary
Working together, we can radically transform the antiquated 
means of opiate-based withdrawal treatment, that so many 
Native Americans suffering from OUD, are subjected to.  By 
partnering with Native Health Advisors, we can introduce ST 
Genesis as a bold new innovation to facilitate withdrawal from 
Opioid Use Disorder. By doing so, we can improve the quality 
and effectiveness of treatment and recovery – as well as 
working directly with providers of clinical and recovery support 
services, and others that influence the delivery of services – to 
improve the quality of workforce training and service delivery 
to tribal communities.

To find out more about the program go to https://native-
healthadvisors.com/opioid-use-disorder, email jashford@
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SOUR SOFKEE By Fus Yvhikv

           t the close of the 19th century and  
           in the opening years of the  
           20th century a new genre of liter-
ature emerged in Oklahoma (then Indian 
Territory). This style of writing came to 
be known as the Muscogee Dialetical 
Writings. The most well-known of these 
authors were primarily Muscogee-Creek. 
Most prominently these writers included 
Alexander Posey, Charles Gibson and 
Acee Blue Eagle (born Alex McIntosh 
he was Muscogee/Creek, Pawnee and 
Wichita). 

This style of literature is also called 
“speaking Creek in English”. The dialogue 
in these writings was based upon a Mus-
cogee-Creek structure but overlaid with 
English. The sentence structure of the 
Creek language is “subject-object-verb.” 
By contrast, the English language struc-
ture is “subject-verb-object.” Thus, in 
English a basic sentence such as “Bobby 
kicked the ball” would be rendered in 
Creek as “Bobby ball kicked”. The em-
phasis in Creek is on the action, not the 
subject of the sentence. 

Thomas E. Moore was another promi-
nent writer of the genre. He wrote under 
the pen name William Harjo in a weekly 
column for the Tulsa World called Sour 
Sofkee. Moore’s column ran in the Tulsa 
World from approximately 1937-1941 
and again in 1964-1965. Given below 
are two of my favorite Moore/Harjo 
columns. I’m sure that you will enjoy 
reading his exquisite, insightful and 
humorous work. 

Wooley on the death of Will Rogers. 
“Wooley Fixico he say: Will Roger he 
was died the other day: Killed in airplane 
fallin’ down, Long way from home, ‘bout 
thousand miles from town. Now we 
miss it whole lot too, ‘Cause aint got 
funny joke like use’ to do; Old man Will 

was made good joke, Just give to you 
so much big laugh you choke. Happiest 
fell ever see, Make everybody happy try 
to be; If you all time feel like mad, Will 
Roger’ make you laugh all over glad! He’s 
Indian fella, Cherokee, Belongs to tribe 
all time like you an’ me; He was had allot-
ment land, In Cherokee hills where whole 
lot rock an’ sand. Will Roger he was best 
kind, ‘Nother man like him in whole world 
can’t find; Good man he’s young fella 
died, Bad one like me can’t die if he tried, 
Maybe hundred years I live, Before use 
up time some good man give; Maybe 
then last song I sing.” Wooley he was 
said these thing. 

Jackson Barnett The Richest Indian. 
Jackson Barnett he was died the other 
day, That’s what city newspaper all time 
say: He leave big money – how much 
I don’t know, Guess maybe two three mil-
lion dollars maybeso. Jackson Barnett 
had oil wells whole lot; was had so much 
he can’t spend all he’s got; His 
name “Richest Indian for whole world” 

they say: He just thousan’ dollar spend 
it every day. Old man Jackson kin folks 
don’t had it none, Before he gittin’ rich 

an’ havin’ fun; Just poor an’ livin’ by his 
self down there, ‘Cause kin folks he aint 
got it some nowhere.   When old man 
livin’ by his self down there, ‘Cause kin 
folks he aint got it some no where. When 
old man livin’ seem like nobody care, 
But now, kin folks whole lot he want his 
share; No flowers send when he was 
died or even take off hat! An’ now: Just 
claimin’ cousin, nephew an’ all like that. 
Indian fellas, White man, colored folks 
too, Git Barnett money they all want to 
do; When court turn money loose maybe 
nex’ fall, I sody pop bet you lawyers git 
him all! Look like everybody in there try 
to be; If my name Barnett I in there too, 
me: I have dozen lawyers in that court all 
time, An’ maybe I git nickels…or a dime. 

Muscogee Dialectical Writings

A
Hesci vn’hessvlke! 

0
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MISSING

UPDATE
The vehicle has 
been recovered



RECREATION

Downstream Casino Resort 
69300 East Nee Road 
Quapaw, OK 74363
1-888-DWNSTRM (396-7876),  
918-919-6000 
Email: info@downstreamcasino.
com 
www.downstream.com

Buffalo Run Casino Resort 
1366 N. Highway 69A 
Miami, OK 74354
Phone: 918-542-2900 
Fax: 918-542-2908 
GPS Address: 8414 S 580 Rd 
www.buffalorunhotel.com

Indigo Sky Casino 
70220 East HWY 60 
Wyandotte, OK 74370
1.888.992.SKY1 
www.indigoskycasino.com

Grand Lake Casino & Lodge 
24701 S 655 Rd. 
Grove, OK, 74344 
Phone: 918 786.8528 
Reservations: 918.786.4406 
Event Center: 918.786.1974 
www.grandlakecasino.com

Cherokee Casino West Siloam 
Springs 

1.800.754.4111 2416 Highway 412 
West Siloam Springs, OK 74338
1.800.754.4111 (press 1, then 1) 
for reservations. 
www.cherokeecasino.com

Cherokee Inn 
Cherokee Boulevard 
Roland, OK 74954
800.256.2338 205

Hard Rock Casino Hotel Resort 
777 West Cherokee Street
Catoosa, OK, 
1.800.760.6700 
www.hardrockcasinotulsa.com

Osage Casino Hotels 
1.877.246.8777 
www.osagecasinos.com/hotels

Skiatook & Ponca City
First Council Casino Hotel 12875 
North Highway 77 
Newkirk, OK 74647 
(877) 7-CLANS-0 or 
(877) 725-2670 
www.firstcouncilcasinohotel.com

Grand Casino Hotel Resort 777 
Grand Casino Boulevard 
Shawnee, Oklahoma 74804  
Casino: (405) 964-7263

Hotel: (405) 964-7777 
www.grandresortok.com

Artesian Hotel 
1001 W. 1st Street 
Sulphur, OK 73086 1.855.455.5255 
www.artesianhotel.com

Riverwind Casino Hotel 
1544 State Highway 9
Norman, OK 73072 
1-405-322-6000 
www.riverwind.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - 
Durant 
4216 S. Hwy 69/75
Durant , OK  74701 USA 
Tel: 1-580-920-0160
Toll Free: 1-888-652-4628
Fax: 1-580-931-2725
Email: hotel.shift@choctawcasi-
nos.com

Choctaw Casino Hotel - Pocola 
3400 Choctaw Road
Pocola, OK  74902 USA 
Tel: 918-436-7761
Toll Free: 1 800.590.5825
Fax: 918.436.7723
Email: pocola.hotelmanagers@
choctawcasinos.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - Grant US 
Hwy 271
Grant, OK  74738 USA 
Tel: 580-317-8500
Fax: 580-326-5171
Email: nancy.hedrick@choctawca-
sinos.com”

Winstar World Casino & Resort 
777 Casino Ave
Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317
www.winstarworldcasino.com

Winstar World Casino Hotel 1-866-
946-7787

The Inn at Winstar 
21943 Anoatubby Way 
Thackerville, OK 73459 
1-866-946-7787

Apache Casino Hotel 
2315 East Gore Blvd. 
Lawton, OK 73501 580.248.5905
www.apachecasinohotel.com

Comanche Red River Casino Okla-
homa 36 Devol, OK
1-877-369-8351 
www.comanchenationcasinos.com

RESORT LISTING



GOLF CLUBSEagle Creek Golf Club 
2742 Ben Pell Dr • Joplin, MO 
64804
417‐623‐5050 
www.downstream.com/ 
Golf_eaglecreek
18 holes • Par 71 • 6,785 yards  
• Dress code • Bar/lounge

FireLake Golf Course 
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive 
Shawnee, OK 74801 
405-275-4471 
www.firelakegolf.com
18 holes • Par 72 • 6,595 yards

Will Rogers Downs 
20900 South 4200 Rd.  
Claremore, OK 74019
918-283-8800
400 RV pads • 50/30 amp • Full 
hook-ups • Restrooms • Laundry
Shower facilities

 

• 4-hour security • Over 40,000 
square feet of versatile meeting 
space • Wi-Fi • Dog park • Horse-
shoe pit • Playground • Tent sites
• Barbecue grills and picnic tables 
• Club House • Chapel

Cherokee Hills Golf Course 
770 West Cherokee Street
Catoosa, OK  74015 
1-800-760-6700
cherokee.golf@cnent.com
18 Holes • Par 70 • 6635 Yards  
• Dress code • Bar/Grill • Pro-shop 
• Banquet room

Winstar Golf Course 
Casino Ave. •Thackerville, OK 
73459

1-800-622-6317 777
27 Holes • 7,200 yards • Par 72 
• Dress code • Bar/Grill • Pro-shop
 • Winstar Golf Academy

Fountainhead Creek Golf Course 
HC 60-1350 • Checotah, OK 
74426 
918-689-3209
18 Holes • Par 72 • Dress code  
• Bar/Grill • Pro-shop

Cherokee Springs Golf Course 
700 E. Ballentine Road • Tahle-
quah, OK 74464 
918-456-5100
18 Holes • Par 70 • Dress code
• Bar/Grill • Pro-shop
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John Morris is currently serv-
ing with Oklahoma Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes and is 
supported financially by faith 
partners. If you are interested 
in more information on FCA or 
being a faith partner, John can 
be contacted through email: 
jmogolfer@icloud.com or by 
cell number (785-760-1627)

“Consider it a great joy, my brothers, when-
ever you experience various trials, knowing 
that the testing of your faith produces 
endurance. But endurance must do its com-
plete work, so that you may be mature and 
complete, lacking nothing.”—James 1:2-4

Life demands toughness. I thought it was 
tough being a student/athlete. Then I got 
a real job. Tough! I thought it was tough 
coaching college football. Then I got mar-
ried. Tough! I thought it was tough being 
married. Then I had kids. Tough! Then I got 
into ministry work. Tough!

One great lesson sports can teach us is how 
to be tough. But it’s not about toughness 
alone.  In scripture, James 1:2-4 refers to 
toughness with a purpose. Being a complete 
player or Christian is not about performance 
as much as about relationships. If we are 
rightly related to Christ, He will show us His 
plan and His toughness will carry us through 
our pain and struggles. The key to being 
tough is keeping our eyes on the prize. For 
athletes, it’s the ring. For Christians, it’s the 
Lord saying, “Well done!”

“Don’t you know that the runners in a stadi-
um all race, but only one receives the prize? 
Run in such a way to win the prize. Now ev-
eryone who competes exercises self-control 
in everything. However, they do it to receive 
a crown that will fade away, but we a crown 
that will never fade away. Therefore I do not 
run like one who runs aimlessly or box like 
one beating the air.” —1 Corinthians 9:24-26

Tough is doing what you are asked to do. 
Jesus tough is living to the level of God’s 

vi-sion for the church. Tough is living with 
pain. Jesus tough is allowing your brothers 
and sisters in Christ to challenge you to do 
life above the pain. Tough is receiving cri-
ti-cism for making a mistake. Jesus tough is 
admitting you were wrong without excuses. 
Tough is suffering the consequences of bad 
choices. Jesus tough is accepting re-spon-
sibility for bad choices and learning from 
them. Jesus tough is being a leader in every 
area of life.

“More than that, I also consider everything 
to be a loss in view of the surpassing value 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. Because 
of Him I have suffered the loss of all things 
and consider them filth, so that I may gain 
Christ” —Philippians 3:8

What “tough” situations have you experi-
enced? Do you rely on God during those 
ex-periences?  How do you plan to become 
“Jesus tough”?

If you do not know how to answer these 
questions, let me share The Four with you:

1.  God made you and love you!  His love is 
boundless and unconditional. God is real, 
and He wants you to personally experience 
His love and discover His pur-pose of your 
life through a relationship with Him.
“For God loved the world in this way: He 
gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in Him will not perish but have 
eternal life.” —John 3:16

2.  Sin separates you from God! Sin damag-
es our relationships with God and      peo-
ple.  Sin keeps us from experiencing the 

fulfilling life that God intends for us. The 
result: you are eternally separated from 
God and the life He planned for you.
“For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of 
God’s glorious standard.”
—Romans 3:23

3. Jesus rescues you!  Jesus died, but He 
rose to life again. Jesus offers you peace 
with God and a personal relationship with 
Him. Through faith in Jesus, you can expe-
rience God’s love daily, discover purpose 
and have eternal life after death.
“But God showed his great love for us by 
sending Christ to die for us while we were 
still sinners.”  —Romans 5:8

4. Will you trust Jesus? You can place 
your trust in Jesus by faith through prayer. 
Prayer is talking with God. God knows your 
heart and is not concerned with your words 
as much as He is with the attitude of your 
heart.

If you have questions or want to talk about 
what is going on in your life, feel free to con-
tact me at the information provided below. 
May God bless you as you seek Him in your 
life.

CULTURE

Jesus Tough
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Available at nativeoklahoma.us/shop
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NATIVE-AMERICAN BUSINESS INNOVATION,
CULTURE, TRADESHOW, NETWORKING, & MORE!
REGISTER AT AICCOK.ORG OR CALL 405.821.6460

Ayla Medrano, Executive Director • 405.821.6460 • amedrano@aiccok.org • aiccok.org • 918.624.9382

OCT 18-20
RIVER SPIRIT CASINO RESORT, TULSATULSA


