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NANYEHI
t h e  s t o r y  o f  n a n c y  w a r d

NOVEMBER 15 & 16 • 7:30 PM

T ICKET S :  918 .384 .ROCK

YOU DON’T HAVE TO GO FAR TO WIN

SEVENCLANS.COM Certain amenities available in select locations, please see website for details. 
See Players Club for more information. Management reserves all rights

With five Northern Oklahoma 
locations featuring the hottest 
slots, table games, live 
entertainment, great dining 
options, refreshing bars, 
smoke shops and convenient 
gas stations - we are 
committed to providing 
our guests with the very 
best service and a winning 
experience at the best 
casinos in the state!

7500 HWY. 177
RED ROCK, OK
866.723.4005

8401 HWY. 177
RED ROCK, OK
580.723.1020

511 KAW ST.
PERRY, OK

580.336.7260

12901 N. HWY. 77
NEWKIRK, OK
580.448.3210

12875 N. HWY. 77
NEWKIRK, OK
877.725.2670

Plus, check out our new
state-of-the-art indoor 
7 Clans Waterpark at 
First Council 
Casino Hotel! 
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YOU DON’T HAVE TO GO FAR TO WIN

Purchase Tickets at 7 Clans Players Club, ticketstorm.com, SevenClans.com or by phone 866.966.1777

7500 HWY. 177 • RED ROCK, OK
866.723.4005

8401 HWY. 177 • RED ROCK, OK
580.723.1020

511 KAW ST. • PERRY, OK
580.336.7260

12901 N. HWY. 77 • NEWKIRK, OK
580.448.3210

12875 N. HWY. 77 • NEWKIRK, OK
877.725.2670

Join the 7 Clans Players Club 

& get $10 Free Play - it’s Free & Easy!

SEVENCLANS.COM Certain amenities available in select locations, please see website for details. See Players Club for more information. Management reserves all rights

 Events subject to change. See Players Club for more information. Management reserves all rights. ©2019 7 Clans Casinos

C3 FIGHTS

Saturday, November 23  
First Council Event Center

RATT & WARRANT

Saturday, November 9  
First Council Event Center

PREACHER
LAWSON

Saturday, November 16 
Paradise Event Center

THE PRICE IS 
RIGHT LIVE

December 6 - 8  
First Council Event Center

April 13-18, 
2 0 2 0

KEYNOTES INCLUDE:
Mark TrahanT (ShoShone-Bannock),  

Editor of Indian Country Today

adrienne keene (cherokee),  
Brown University

kainoa eMBernaTe (Ōiwi Hawai’i),  
Founder of Hālau Ōlelo

Vendor space available until March 1st (or until space is filled)

www.nsuok.edu/symposium

48Th annual SyMpoSiuM on The aMerican indian

Northeastern State University, Tahlequah, OK

Visionaries of Indian Country
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CULTURE

TULSA GATHERING PLACE
s part of its goal to be a cross-cul-
tural unifier for area residents, the 
Gathering Place is tribes and Indig-

enous artists from across the region for 
the inaugural Oklahoma Tribal Celebra-
tion.   
     Planned in conjunction with the Great-
er Tulsa Indian Affairs Commission, the 
free event is scheduled for Nov. 9 from 
1-6 p.m. 
     “We want to really embrace Tulsa’s 
Native heritage,” Gathering Place Execu-
tive Director Tony Moore said, acknowl-
edging the park’s location on Muscogee 
(Creek) land. “We want to make this an 
annual event.” 
     Among the confirmed participating 
tribes are the Cherokee Nation, Chicka-
saw Nation, Choctaw Nation, Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation, Osage Nation, Otoe-Mis-
souria Tribe, the Quapaw Tribe and the 
Sac and Fox Nation. 
     Each participating tribe gets a section 

of the park to put their traditions and 
culture on display however they see fit 
to provide an immersive experience. In 
order to provide a more intimate experi-
ence, the celebration will not cover the 
park’s entire 66.5 acres, but will instead 
be set up in a loop to allow attendees to 
travel seamlessly from one tribe’s area to 
the next. 
     In addition to arts and crafts, story-
telling, stickball, cooking demonstra-
tions and documentary screenings are 
planned for the afternoon. Film screen-
ings will be at the Boathouse and art 
installations will be set up closer to the 
beach area along the Arkansas River.  
On the culinary side, in addition to two 
food trucks, Nico Albert, a citizen of the 
Cherokee Nation and the executive chef 
at Tulsa’s Duet Restaurant, will be offer-
ing a special menu for the event at the 
park’s restaurant, Vista. 
     The evening will feature a Native fash-

ion show and a concert on the QuikTrip 
Great Lawn from DJ Feenix, local hip 
hop group Wotko, Crow blues guitarist 
Cary Morin the Levi Platero Band and the 
Southwest Blues Rockers. 
     “In the midst of fun, it’s a cultural shar-
ing event,” Moore said. “This is going to 
be a respectful presentation for our Na-
tive neighbors. It is not a political event, 
but we do want to incorporate some 
social consciousness into a blended day 
of fun. If we have a young child leaving 
the event who is now more aware of our 
state’s rich tribal history, then we met our 
goal.”

This marks the second year that the 
Tulsa park has brought in programming 
in conjunction with Native American Herit-
age Month. As part of its 100-day concert 
series in honor of its grand opening, the 
Gathering Place hosted A Tribe Called 
Red in November 2018. 

A
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CULTURE Frank Jacobs

resident Theodore Roosevelt 
vetoed the idea. 
  The U.S. state of Oklahoma 

almost entered the Union as two states 
– Oklahoma and Sequoyah. The latter is 
the name of a failed, early 20th-century 
attempt at state formation by Native 
Americans, who constituted a large part 
of the population in eastern Oklahoma 
at the time, as they still do.
     Most of Oklahoma was part of the 
Louisiana Purchase, the vast territory 
acquired by the U.S. from France in 
1803. The Oklahoma Panhandle came 

into U.S. possession only after the 
Mexican-American war of 1846-’48. The 
Indian Removal Act of 1830 set aside 
most of present-day Oklahoma (minus 
the panhandle) as Indian Territory – a 
resettlement zone for native Americans 
removed from their homes east of the 
Mississippi.
     In 1866, the U.S. government forced 
new treaties on the tribes living there 
and the Indian Territory was roughly 
halved. The western and central parts 
of Indian Territory became government 
land. From the 1870s onward, prospec-

tive settlers began to push for opening 
these lands for Euro-American settle-
ment under the 1862 Homestead Act. 
Even though the government resisted, in 
an attempt to honor the 1866 treaties, 
the settlers’ pressure became too great 
to resist. In 1884, a court in Kansas 
ruled that settling on these lands wasn’t 
a crime.
     Congress followed by authorizing 
settlement via the Dawes (General Al-
lotment) Act of 1887. In 1889, President 
Benjamin Harrison opened up 8,000 sq. 
km of so-called Unassigned Lands (in 
central Oklahoma) for white settlement 
by means of a land run. This involved 
dividing up the land on a first-come ba-
sis. In total, there were five major land 
runs in Oklahoma, although most of the 
rushes after the one of 1889 involved a 
lottery to counter cheating (some of the 
settlers were called ‘Sooners’, because 
they had already literally staked their 
claim before the land was opened for 
settlement).
     In 1890, the 1866 treaty lands plus 
(then known rather romantically as 
No Man’s Land) were joined into the 
Oklahoma Territory. The eastern part of 
present-day Oklahoma remained Indian 
Territory. In a convention at Eufaula in 
1902, representatives of the so-called 
Five Civilized Tribes started a drive to-
wards statehood for the Indian Territory. 
The name for their proposed state was 
Sequoyah, after the prominent Chero-
kee leader who devised the Cherokee 
alphabet.
     In 1903, the delegates met again to 
organize a constitutional convention. 
This convention met at Muskogee 
in 1905, presided over by General 
Pleasant Porter, Principal Chief of the 
Creek Nation. Vice-presidents were 
the high representatives of each of 
the five aforementioned tribes: Wil-
liam C. Rogers (Cherokee), William H. 
Murray (Chickasaw), Green McCurtain 
(Choctaw), John Brown (Seminole) and 
Charles N. Haskell (Creek).

Sequoyah, the Stillborn State 
for Native Americans

P

This map of the ‘State of Sequoyah’ – complete with a proposed State Seal – was 
compiled from the USGS Map of Indian Territory (1902), revised to include the 
county divisions made under direction of Sequoyah Statehood Convention (1905), 
by D.W. Bolich, a civil engineer at Muskogee. It was found at here at Wikimedia Com-
mons, where it can be seen in greater detail.
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Learn how to fight back at

IT’S TIME TO 
DRAW THE LINE.

THAT’S

Big Tobacco puts profits over people — and it’s hurting Oklahoma.  
In our state:
     - $2 billion is spent on tobacco-related health care costs every year
     - 1,800 kids become new daily smokers each year
     - 1 in 6 kids use e-cigarettes

By implementing common-sense tobacco policies, we 

can save Oklahoma from the clutches of Big Tobacco. 

     If Sequoyah never achieved state-
hood, it wasn’t for the efforts of the 
Convention: it drafted a constitution, 
established county boundaries for the 
new state, elected delegates to petition 
Congress for statehood and saw its 
proposals overwhelmingly endorsed by 
a referendum held in Indian Territory. 
However, Eastern politicians pressured 
then-president Theodore Roosevelt 
against admitting two Western states 
(Sequoyah and Oklahoma) into the 
Union, fearing this would disproportion-
ally diminish Eastern states’ political 
influence. Roosevelt then decided both 
territories could only enter the Union as 
a single state.
     Having already laid the groundwork 
for their own state, Indian Territory 
representatives had a big influence in 
establishing Oklahoma. The constitu-
tion of Oklahoma, admitted as the 46th 
state in 1907, is based largely on that of 
Sequoyah.
     The tantalising concept of an ‘Indian’ 
state of the Union was recycled by 
alternate history writer Harry Turtledove, 
in whose novel ‘How Few Remain’ the 
Indian Territory enters the Confederate 
States of America as the Confederate 
State of Sequoyah.
     Nowadays, Oklahoma is the 
20th-largest, 28th-most populous (3.45 
million) state of the Union. Its name, 
chosen by Chief Allen Wright of the 
Choctaw Nation during the 1866 treaty 

negotiations means Red People in his 
native language. That name applied at 
first only to the aforementioned Unas-
signed Lands, in central Oklahoma.
     Oklahoma today is a blend of West-
ern and Native 
cultures. The state 
has the nation’s 
second-largest 
Native American 
population, both 
percentage-wise 
(11.4% compared 
with Alaska’s 19%) 
and in absolute 
terms (about 
400,000, compared 
with California’s 
680,000). Addition-
ally, a quarter of 
the state’s white 
and black popula-
tions have some 
Native American 
ancestry.
     Oklahoma is 
home to about 39 
Native tribal head-
quarters, more 
than any other 
state. Ten of the 
Native languages 
spoken in Okla-
homa have over 
10,000 speakers. 
Tahlequah in east-

ern Oklahoma, where Native Americans 
predominate, is the Capital of the Chero-
kee Nation.
     



POLITICS

     Native Americans held their land in 
common. No individual “owned” any of it. 
Individuals had the right to stake out an 
area for their use and build improvements 
upon it. The improvements were theirs to 
do with as they pleased. Under Cherokee 
law an individual could sell any improve-
ments they made but the penalty for 
selling the land was death.
     The Dawes Act, adopted by Congress 
in 1887, authorized the President of the 
United States to survey Indian tribal land 
and divide the land into allotments for 
individual Indians. The Act was named for 
its sponsor, Senator Henry L. Dawes of 
Massachusetts. The stated objective of 
the Dawes Act was to stimulate assim-
ilation of Indians into American society. 
Individual ownership of land was seen as 
an essential step. The act also provided 
that the government would purchase 
Indian land excess to that needed for 
allotment and open it up for settlement by 
non-Indians.
     The impact on Indians of the Dawes 
Act was negative. The act “was the culmi-

nation of American attempts to destroy 
tribes and their governments and to open 
Indian lands to settlement by non-Indians 
and to development by railroads.” The im-
portant provisions of the Dawes act were:
1 - A head of family would receive a grant 
of 160 acres, a single person or orphan 
under 18 years of age would receive a 
grant of 80 acres, and persons under the 
age of 18 would receive 40 acres each;
2 - The allotments would be held in trust 
by the U.S. Government for 25 years;
3 - Eligible Indians had four years to select 
their land; afterwards the selection would 
be made for them by the Secretary of the 
Interior;
4 - U.S. citizenship would be conferred 
upon allotees who abandoned their tribes 
and adopted “the habits of civilized life.”
The Curtis Act of 1898 was an amend-
ment to the United States Dawes Act 
that brought about the allotment process 
of lands of the Five Civilized Tribes of 
Indian Territory: the Choctaw, Chickasaw, 
Muscogee, Cherokee, and Seminole.   
These tribes had been previously exempt 

from the 1887 General Allotment Act, also 
known as the Dawes Act (also known 
as the Dawes Severalty Act, named for 
its sponsor and author Senator Henry 
Laurens Dawes). By effectively abolishing 
tribal courts and tribal governments in 
the Indian Territory of Oklahoma, effective 
March 4, 1906.
     The Act, officially titled the “Act for 
the Protection of the People of Indian 
Territory”, is named for Charles Curtis, its 
original author. He was of Kansa, Osage, 
Potawatomi, and French descent, was 
raised on the Kansas Reservation, and 
was a member of the United States House 
of Representatives.
     Although Charles Curtis was the author 
of the original draft of the Act, by the time 
the bill HR 8581 had gone through five 
revisions in committees in both the House 
of Representatives and the Senate; there 
was little of Curtis’ original draft left to 
become law. In his own hand-written biog-
raphy, Curtis noted that he was unhappy 
with the final version of the Curtis Act.

Purpose of the Dawes Act

Creek Election
     With apologies to John Lennon, it’s just 
like starting over for Muscogee (Creek) 
voters. 
     With the tribe’s Supreme Court invalidat-
ing all of the results of the Sept. 21 primary 
election due to dubious ballot security 
practices, Creek voters will go back to polls 
Nov. 2 for a new primary election. 
     Of the 10 candidates who originally filed 
for Principal Chief, six remain on the ballot. 
Among them are National Council Second 
Speaker David Hill, former Tulsa District 
representative Bim Stephen Bruner, National 
Council Speaker Lucian Tiger III, College of 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation dean Monte Ran-
dall, Thlopthlocco Tribal Town administrator 
Tim Good Voice and former Tulsa District 
representative Sam Alexander. 
     Current Principal Chief James Floyd 
chose not to seek a second term. Original 
Principal Chief candidates Brenda Golden, 
Jackie Jackson and Joseph Rogers Jr. 
all opted to withdraw from the upcoming 
primary. 
     A fourth candidate, former Principal Chief 
George Tiger, was disqualified after pleading 
guilty to one count of bribery in federal court 
on Sept. 13. The tribe’s constitution bars 
convicted felons from serving as chief. 
     That eligibility provision may come into 
play again, as Bruner still faces five felony 
charges in tribal court in connection with a 
2017 raid on Embers Grille, a restaurant and 
dance hall in Broken Arrow affiliated with the 

Kialegee Tribal Town. The National Indian 
Gaming Commission twice denied a gaming 
license to the facility. However, according to 
court documents, there were 100 unlicensed 
slot machines on the premises at the time 
of the raid. 
     As of press time, the charges are still 
pending and a trial date has not been set yet. 
     In addition to Principal Chief, eight 
additional offices will be on the new primary 
ballot, including seven from the legislative 
branch. As per the tribe’s constitution, 
all Creek voters may cast a ballot for all 
National Council seats, regardless of where 
they physically live or where their ceremonial 
grounds are. 
Tulsa District candidates Cynthia Tiger and 
Jerry Wilson withdrew, leaving the incum-
bent, Robert Hufft, unopposed. 
Wagoner/Mayes/Rogers District candi-
date Pamela Snyder-Osmun also chose to 
withdraw. In the original Sept. 21 primary, 
Snyder-Osmun finished fourth among four 
candidates seeking to replace outgoing 
National Council member Johnnie Greene. 
Remaining candidates include Charles 
McHenry, Deirdra Soap and Terri Jorgensen. 
     The candidate lists for Second Chief and 
the remaining six National Council seats are 
identical to the Sept. 21 primary. 
     Second Chief Louis Hicks is not seeking 
re-election due to term limits. Okmulgee Dis-
trict representative Del Beaver and McIntosh 
District representative Adam Jones III, are 

running to succeed him. 
     Candidates for the Creek District seat 
include Dode Warrington Barnett, Joseph 
Hicks and Dean Hughes, Jr. The incumbent, 
Hill, is vacating his seat to run for Principal 
Chief. 
     In McIntosh District, Charles Colbert is 
running against incumbent Darrell Proctor. 
     Muskogee District candidates are Mary 
Crawford, Lora Harjo-King and Jessina 
Brown. The incumbent, Pete Beaver, chose 
not to run for re-election. 
In Okfuskee District, Bert Robison is chal-
lenging current National Council representa-
tive Randall Hicks. 
Grover Wind, Carmin Tecumseh-Williams, 
William Lowe, Brian Jones and Patrick 
Moore have all filed to run for the Okmulgee 
District seat being vacated by Second Chief 
candidate Del Beaver.
     Edwin Marshall and Anna Marshall are 
running against current Tukvpvtce District 
representative Rufus Scott.
     Early walk-in voting is available Oct. 
30-31 at the Indian Community Buildings in 
Okemah, Okmulgee, Tulsa and Eufaula. The 
18 Election Day precincts across the tribe’s 
jurisdictional area will be open from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Nov. 2. 
     If no single candidate in a race receives a 
majority of the votes cast, then the top two 
finishers will advance to the general election, 
now scheduled for Dec. 14. 

8    



NATIVE OKLAHOMA ·NOVEMBER 2019    9

          or the third consecutive year,  
          Southern songs and drums echoed   
          off the bricks throughout the 
Tulsa Arts District as dozens packed the 
Guthrie Green Oct. 14 
for Native American 
Day. 
    With unanimous 
support from its city 
council, Tulsa made 
the switch in 2017 
from Columbus Day to 
Native American Day 
at the request of the 
Greater Tulsa Indian 
Affairs Commission.
     “There are few 
cities with such a 
great opportunity like 
Tulsa,” Tulsa May-
or GT Bynum said, 
acknowledging the 
city’s heritage.   “We’re 
at the intersection of 
three great tribes: the 
Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation, the Cherokee 
Nation and the Osage 
Nation. As they grow, 
Tulsa grows. We’re 
one and the same.” 
     Along with dance 
and drum exhibitions, 
attendees were treat-
ed to a parade through the Tulsa Arts 
District, a performance from the Chero-
kee National Youth Choir and a screening 
of “Osiyo: Voices of the Cherokee People.” 
Participants also had the opportunity to 
help make a community mural with local 
Indigenous artist Yatika Fields. 
     Among the tribal leaders participating 
in Tulsa’s celebration was Chuck Hoskin 
Jr., the Principal Chief of the Cherokee 
Nation. With a nod to the tribes’ ongoing 
public disagreement with state officials 
over the status of gaming compacts, 
Hoskin touted the strides Oklahoma’s 
tribes have made to provide for their 
communities. In Tulsa County alone, 
Cherokee Nation is directly responsible 
for 265 jobs and indirectly responsible 
for an additional 2,400 more.   
     “You can see governments that are 
some of the most progressive and 
dynamic governments in the world oper-

ating within the state of Oklahoma and 
those are the Indian nations right here,” 
Hoskin said.
     “We’re generating billions of dollars 

in economic development and by doing 
so, we’re building hope for our friends 
and neighbors, whether they’re Native or 
non-Native.” 
Other Oklahoma communities observ-
ing Indigenous People’s Day include 
Anadarko, Lawton, Muskogee, Norman, 
Oklahoma 
City, Okm-
ulgee and 
Tahlequah, 
plus the 
campuses 
of North-
eastern 
Oklaho-
ma A&M 
College, the 
University 
of Oklaho-
ma and the 
University 

of Central Oklahoma. 
     Although more communities have 
added Indigenous People’s Day events 
in recent years, there is still a program-

ming dearth in north-central Oklahoma, 
prompting one tribe’s leadership to make 
the two-hour drive east. 
     “I’m going to keep coming (to Tulsa) 
until I can get this event in my backyard,” 
Kaw Nation Chairwoman Lynn Williams 
said. 

TULSA INDIGENOUS DAY
CULTURE

F
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Schedule of Events

Dances
Women/Junior Women
Southern Cloth, Southern Buckskin, Northern 
Traditional, Shawl, Jingle

Men/Junior Men
Northern Traditional, Straight, Grass, Fancy, 
Chicken

Teen Girls/Junior Teen Girls
Southern Cloth, Southern Buckskin, Northern 
Traditional, Shawl, Jingle

Teen Boys/Junior Teen Boys
Northern Traditional, Straight, Grass, Fancy, 
Chicken

Golden Age
WOMEN:  Northern Traditional, Southern 
Traditional, Jingle, Fancy Shawl
MEN:  Northern Traditional, Straight, Grass, 
Fancy

Tiny Tots

Choctaw Traditional 
Women 18 & Up 
Teen Girls 
Junior Teen Girls

Saturday, December 7
10 a.m. ........................Gourd Dance 
12 noon .............. First Grand Entry 
4 p.m. ....................................... Break 
7 p.m. ............. Second Grand Entry 

Sunday, December 8
10:30 a.m. ...............Sunday Service
12 noon ........ Grand Entry Contest 

Prize Payouts
Golden Age/All Adults 
1st ....................... Jacket + $900
2nd ......................................$700
3rd .......................................$500
4th .......................................$300
5th .......................................$100 

Teens 
1st .......................................$200
2nd ......................................$175
3rd .......................................$150

Junior Teens 
1st .......................................$125
2nd ......................................$100
3rd .........................................$75

Tiny Tots 
Day Money 

Drum Contest
Northern/Southern
1st  .................... Jacket + $8000 
2nd ................................... $6000 
3rd .................................... $4000
4th .................................... $2000
5th .................................... $1000

Overall Winner 
1st .................................... $2000 
2nd ................................... $1000

HOTEL RESERVATIONS:  888-652-4628  |  RATE CODE POWWOW2019
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ALKO ENTERPRISES, INC.
S.B.A. and Buy Indian Certified

VETERAN AND NATIVE AMERICAN OWNED
7416 North Broadway Extension, Suite H, 

Oklahoma City, OK 73116
405-848-2556

www.alkoenterprises.com

Indian Country’s most trusted 
distributor of hospital/surgical 

supplies and equipment!
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THE  C3 GROUP
Native-Owned Agency | Diversity Is Our Strength

We want to learn 
more about it!

Call or text

We look forward to hearing 
about your ideas! 

Online

Have a 
marketing 
project?

918-688-5013

thec3group.net
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Wesley Still Smoking

T           o this date, My dad still has not been found. 
           My parents lived in central Oklahoma in McLoud. 

           In October 2018, my mom was in a hospital in northeast 
Oklahoma, in Tulsa two hours away. 
     On October 11, my dad was returning to visit her. And he 
didn’t show up. I reported him missing in the early hours of Oc-
tober 13. 18 days after he didn’t show up, on October 29, a land 
owner 45 minutes east of Tulsa reported finding on his game 
camera a snapshot dated October 12th of my dad. 
     Walking on his property a mile and a half away from the 
nearest road. This 500 acre property has been searched by 
authorities multiple times. My friends and I have searched thou-
sands of acres surrounding the property as well. Much of this 
area is inaccessible by vehicle. 
     We found his vehicle on November 10, 2018. Adjacent to the 
property where he was photographed on the game camera. 
Since then, there has been no sign. No clue. Nothing pertaining 
to my dad has been found. 
     Dogs, ATVs, Horses, planes, helicopters, drones, boats, infra-
red cameras and a couple hundred people have helped to look 
for my dad. Nothing has been found since we found his vehicle. 
We continue in prayer. And I have since had my mother in my 
care. We have survived with the grace of the prayers of family, 
friends, and community at large. It is incredibly difficult returning 
to his home when there has been no clue to his whereabouts. 

I continue in prayer and I have done all that I can.

I welcome any and all assistance in helping me find him.

Esther and Edith Still Smoking 

MISSING

MANY OKLAHOMANS  
ARE STILL EXPOSED TO  
SECONDHAND SMOKE  
AT WORK.

THAT’S

100% clean indoor air laws are one of the simplest,  
cheapest and most effective ways to protect employees  
and patrons from dangerous secondhand smoke.

Let’s protect hardworking Oklahomans. Join the fight at
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Downstream Casino Resort 
69300 East Nee Road 
Quapaw, OK 74363
1-888-DWNSTRM (396-7876),  
918-919-6000 
Email: info@downstreamcasino.
com 
www.downstream.com

Buffalo Run Casino Resort 
1366 N. Highway 69A 
Miami, OK 74354
Phone: 918-542-2900 
Fax: 918-542-2908 
GPS Address: 8414 S 580 Rd 
www.buffalorunhotel.com

Indigo Sky Casino 
70220 East HWY 60 
Wyandotte, OK 74370
1.888.992.SKY1 
www.indigoskycasino.com

Grand Lake Casino & Lodge 
24701 S 655 Rd. 
Grove, OK, 74344 
Phone: 918 786.8528 
Reservations: 918.786.4406 
Event Center: 918.786.1974 
www.grandlakecasino.com

Cherokee Casino West Siloam 
Springs 
1.800.754.4111 2416 Highway 

412 West Siloam Springs, OK 
74338
1.800.754.4111 (press 1, then 1) 
for reservations. 
www.cherokeecasino.com

Cherokee Inn 
Cherokee Boulevard 
Roland, OK 74954
800.256.2338 205

Hard Rock Casino Hotel Resort 
777 West Cherokee Street
Catoosa, OK, 
1.800.760.6700 
www.hardrockcasinotulsa.com

Osage Casino Hotels 
1.877.246.8777 
www.osagecasinos.com/hotels

Skiatook & Ponca City
First Council Casino Hotel 12875 
North Highway 77 
Newkirk, OK 74647 
(877) 7-CLANS-0 or 
(877) 725-2670 
www.firstcouncilcasinohotel.com

Grand Casino Hotel Resort 777 
Grand Casino Boulevard 
Shawnee, Oklahoma 74804  
Casino: (405) 964-7263
Hotel: (405) 964-7777 

www.grandresortok.com

Artesian Hotel 
1001 W. 1st Street 
Sulphur, OK 73086 
1.855.455.5255 
www.artesianhotel.com

Riverwind Casino Hotel 
1544 State Highway 9
Norman, OK 73072 
1-405-322-6000 
www.riverwind.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - 
Durant 
4216 S. Hwy 69/75
Durant , OK  74701 USA 
Tel: 1-580-920-0160
Toll Free: 1-888-652-4628
Fax: 1-580-931-2725
Email: hotel.shift@choctawcasi-
nos.com

Choctaw Casino Hotel - Pocola 
3400 Choctaw Road
Pocola, OK  74902 USA 
Tel: 918-436-7761
Toll Free: 1 800.590.5825
Fax: 918.436.7723
Email: pocola.hotelmanagers@
choctawcasinos.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - Grant 
US Hwy 271
Grant, OK  74738 USA 
Tel: 580-317-8500
Fax: 580-326-5171
Email: nancy.hedrick@choctaw-
casinos.com”

Winstar World Casino & Resort 
777 Casino Ave
Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317
www.winstarworldcasino.com

Winstar World Casino Hotel 
1-866-946-7787

The Inn at Winstar 
21943 Anoatubby Way 
Thackerville, OK 73459 
1-866-946-7787

Apache Casino Hotel 
2315 East Gore Blvd. 
Lawton, OK 73501 580.248.5905
www.apachecasinohotel.com

Comanche Red River Casino 
Oklahoma 36 Devol, OK
1-877-369-8351 
www.comanchenationcasinos.
com

RESORT LISTING
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GOLF CLUBSEagle Creek Golf Club 
2742 Ben Pell Dr • Joplin, MO 
64804
417‐623‐5050 
www.downstream.com/ 
Golf_eaglecreek
18 holes • Par 71 • 6,785 yards  
• Dress code • Bar/lounge

FireLake Golf Course 
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive 
Shawnee, OK 74801 
405-275-4471 
www.firelakegolf.com
18 holes • Par 72 • 6,595 yards

Will Rogers Downs 
20900 South 4200 Rd.  
Claremore, OK 74019
918-283-8800
400 RV pads • 50/30 amp • Full 
hook-ups • Restrooms • Laundry
Shower facilities

 

• 4-hour security • Over 40,000 
square feet of versatile meeting 
space • Wi-Fi • Dog park • Horse-
shoe pit • Playground • Tent sites
• Barbecue grills and picnic tables 
• Club House • Chapel

Cherokee Hills Golf Course 
770 West Cherokee Street
Catoosa, OK  74015 
1-800-760-6700
cherokee.golf@cnent.com
18 Holes • Par 70 • 6635 Yards  
• Dress code • Bar/Grill • Pro-shop 
• Banquet room

Winstar Golf Course 
Casino Ave. •Thackerville, OK 
73459

1-800-622-6317 777
27 Holes • 7,200 yards • Par 72 
• Dress code • Bar/Grill • Pro-shop
 • Winstar Golf Academy

Fountainhead Creek Golf Course 
HC 60-1350 • Checotah, OK 
74426 
918-689-3209
18 Holes • Par 72 • Dress code  
• Bar/Grill • Pro-shop

Cherokee Springs Golf Course 
700 E. Ballentine Road • Tahle-
quah, OK 74464 
918-456-5100
18 Holes • Par 70 • Dress code
• Bar/Grill • Pro-shop

CULTURE

     As a former football and golf coach, we 
always concentrated on the fundamentals 
of the game it self.  We would practice 
the fundamentals, because we knew they 
would help us with playing the game. If you 
practice enough, it becomes second nature.  
Knowing the game like the back of your 
hand!  When we play the game of life, we 
need help also. God gave us the greatest 
playbook of all time, the Holy Bible!  If you 
read and learn from the playbook, you will 
know everything that you need to live a life 
pleasing to God!  Here are the five essential 
fundamentals of being a Christian! 

1. Study God’s Training Manual -the Bible
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is 
profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for cor-
recting, for training in righteousness, so that 
the man of God may be complete, equipped 
for every good work.” —2 Timothy 3:16-17
     Reading the Bible will allow you to get 
to know who God is and that He has a plan 
for your life!  He is wanting to develop a 
relationship with us and this allows us to 
see what it is.

2. Memorize God’s Word -Meditate on 
God’s Word
“Instead, his delight is in the Lord’s instruc-
tion, and he meditates on it day and night.”
—Psalms 1:2
     Memorizing God’s Word allows us to 
think about what He is saying to us.  If we 
concentrate on the scripture, it pierces our 

heart and we will not forget it. Jesus knew 
scripture when the devil was tempting Him 
and we should do the same!  Every day we 
need God’s Word!

3. Stay in Constant Communication with 
God -Prayer
“But when you pray, go into your private 
room, shut your door, and pray to your Fa-
ther who is in secret. And your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. When you 
pray, don’t babble like the idolaters, since 
they imagine they’ll be heard for their many 
words. Don’t be like them, because your 
Father knows the things you need before 
you ask Him.” —Matthew 6:6-8
     God absolutely wants to hear what is on 
you heart. The God of all creation already 
knows, but wants to hear it from your 
mouth!  We should be in constant commu-
nication daily. God loves us and will take 
care of all of our needs.  God will always 
answer your prayers and in His own timing!

4. Lock Arms with the Winning Team!  Be 
in a Church, Youth Group, FCA!
“For as the body is one and has many parts, 
and all the parts of that body, though many, 
are one body — so also is Christ.” —1 Corin-
thians 12:12
     God wants us to be the church. The 
church is not a building, but the people in 
the building!  Being involved in church gives 
us the opportunity to serve and encourage 
each other.

5. Share Jesus!  Tell your story!
“Then Jesus came near and said to them, 
“All authority has been given to Me in heav-
en and on earth. Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
everything I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.”” —Matthew 28:18-20
     When Jesus is our Savior, we need to 
share about what Jesus has done for our 
lives! We should be wanting to make sure 
that Jesus is shared with family, friends and 
everyone that we come in contact with!  

I hope this helps with your spiritual journey!  
I love sharing about what God is doing in 
my life and am enjoying working in ministry!  
I love you all!

John Morris
Oklahoma Fellowship  
of Christian Athletes  
Field Rep

John Morris is currently serving with Okla-
homa Fellowship of Christian Athletes and is 
supported financially by faith partners. If you 
are interested in more information on FCA or 
being a faith partner, John can be contacted 
through email: jmogolfer@icloud.com or by 
cell number (785-760-1627).

Our future is shaped by the decisions we make 
today. That’s why we’re investing $50 million to 
serve the needs of American Indian and Alaska 
Native communities, from scholarships and 
small business support to fi nancial education 
and cultural preservation initiatives.

For more than 50 years, we’ve been working 
together with Native communities and we’ll 
continue to work together to make better 
tomorrows for generations to come.

Find out more at
wellsfargo.com/nativecommunities
 

© 2019 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 

Working for 
Generations

Christian Fundamentals



NATIVE OKLAHOMA ·  NOVEMBER 2019    15

NATIVE OKLAHOMA  |  JANUARY 2019

Our future is shaped by the decisions we make 
today. That’s why we’re investing $50 million to 
serve the needs of American Indian and Alaska 
Native communities, from scholarships and 
small business support to fi nancial education 
and cultural preservation initiatives.

For more than 50 years, we’ve been working 
together with Native communities and we’ll 
continue to work together to make better 
tomorrows for generations to come.

Find out more at
wellsfargo.com/nativecommunities
 

© 2019 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 

Working for 
Generations



16    


