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YOU DON’T HAVE TO GO FAR TO WIN

Purchase Tickets at 7 Clans Players Club, ticketstorm.com, SevenClans.com or by phone 866.966.1777

7500 HWY. 177 • RED ROCK, OK
866.723.4005

8401 HWY. 177 • RED ROCK, OK
580.723.1020

511 KAW ST. • PERRY, OK
580.336.7260

12901 N. HWY. 77 • NEWKIRK, OK
580.448.3210

12875 N. HWY. 77 • NEWKIRK, OK
877.725.2670

Join the 7 Clans Players Club 

& get $10 Free Play - it’s Free & Easy!

SEVENCLANS.COM Certain amenities available in select locations, please see website for details. See Players Club for more information. Management reserves all rights

 Events subject to change. See Players Club for more information. Management reserves all rights. ©2020 7 Clans Casinos

GEORGE THOROGOOD

Saturday, February 29  
First Council Event Center

Friday, February 14
Paradise Event Center

THE PLATTERS 
EXPERIENCE

FITZ AND THE
TANTRUMS

Friday, February 7  
First Council Event Center

MANY OKLAHOMANS  
ARE STILL EXPOSED TO  
SECONDHAND SMOKE  
AT WORK.

THAT’S

100% clean indoor air laws are one of the simplest,  

cheapest and most effective ways to protect employees  

and patrons from dangerous secondhand smoke.

Let’s protect hardworking Oklahomans. Join the fight at
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Walter Echo-Hawk to be Inducted in Circle of Honor

           ulsa City-County Library’s American  
           Indian Resource Center will induct  
           Walter Echo-Hawk into the Circle of  
Honor during a special presentation March 
7, 2020, 10:30 a.m. at Zarrow Regional 
Library, 2224 W. 51st St.
   The Circle of Honor award presentation 
begins a month-long celebration honoring 
the achievements and accomplishments 
of Native Americans. Programs will be held 
throughout TCCL locations during March. 
All library events are free and open to the 
public.
   Author, attorney and legal scholar Walter 
Echo-Hawk, Pawnee, has been a Native 
American rights attorney since 1973. As 
staff attorney for the Native American 
Rights Fund until 2009, he represented 
Indian Tribes, Alaska Natives and Native 
Hawaiians on significant legal issues in the 
modern era of federal Indian law, during the 
rise of modern Indian nations in the tribal 
sovereignty movement. He was instrumen-
tal in the passage of landmark laws like 
the Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act, and the American Indian 
Religious Freedom Act Amendments. He 
also has written extensively about the rise 
of modern Indian nations as a Native Ameri-
can author with first-hand experience.
   Echo-Hawk’s books include “In the Courts 
of the Conqueror: The 10 Works Indian Law 
Cases Ever Decided” explores the forces at 
work in federal Indian law that render Native 
American rights vulnerable today. “In the 
Light of Justice: The Rise of Human Rights 
in Native America & the UN Declaration of 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” explores 
the proposition that Native American rights 
are inalienable human rights and urges Indi-
an Country to work toward the human rights 
framework created by the UN Declaration of 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
   His newest book, “The Sea of Grass: A 
Family Tale from the American Heartland,” 
traces 10 generations of the Echo-Hawk 
family. It is described as a “novelized ac-
count of the lives and times of real people 
whose lives were shaped by the land, 
animals and plants of the Central Plains and 
by the long sweep of Pawnee history in the 
grasslands. Their trials and tribulations are 
a stirring tale of resilience and survival that 
captures the human spirit in Native North 
America.”
   Echo-Hawk has represented various 
Oklahoma tribes; served as a Justice on 
the Supreme Courts of the Pawnee Nation 
and Kickapoo Nation; taught Federal Indian 
Law at the University of Tulsa, Lewis & Clark 
and University of Hawaii law schools. He 
also serves as Chair, Board of Directors, 
Association of Tribal Archives, Libraries and 
Museums and is on the “Knowledge Givers” 

advisory board for Oklahoma’s American 
Indian Cultural Center and Museum.
    “Walter Echo-Hawk has devoted his life 
and expertise to the indigenous cultures lo-
cally and throughout the world,” said Teresa 
Runnels, American Indian Resource Center 
coordinator. “It is a great honor to recognize 
him for his work in preserving tribal and cul-
tural sovereignty, social justice and religious 
freedom.”
   The Circle of Honor ceremony recognizes 
an American Indian for his or her achieve-
ments by acknowledging the inductee’s con-
tributions that have enriched others’ lives 
and by celebrating the inductee’s action in 
the face of adversity, commitment to the 
preservation of American Indian culture and 
legacy for future generations.
   The Circle of Honor is sponsored by the 
Maxine and Jack Zarrow Family Foundation, 
Dr. Frank and Mary Shaw, Greater Tulsa 
Area Indian Affairs Commission, Visions 
and Voices, TCCL’s American Indian Re-
source Center and the Tulsa Library Trust. 
The award consists of a $5,000 honorarium 
and a medallion featuring the American 
Indian Resource Center’s turtle logo.
   The Circle of Honor alternates annual-
ly with the American Indian Festival of 
Words Author Award.  Past Circle of Honor 
recipients include Charles Chibitty, Wilma 
Mankiller, Neal McCaleb, Billy Mills, Kirke 
Kickingbird, Ruthe Blalock Jones, Sam Proc-
tor and Dr. Henrietta Mann.
   
Celebrate the history, culture, arts and 
achievements of American Indians through 
a series of enlightening programs at your 
local libraries.

Make and Take: Making Pucker-Toe Baby 
Moccasins, Thursday, March 12, 5:30-7:30 
p.m., Glenpool Library, 730 E. 141st St. Join 
Cassandra Thompson as she demonstrates 
how to make Woodland-style pucker-toe 
moccasins. Materials are provided. Regis-
tration is required.

Preserving Our Tribal Languages Forum, 
Saturday, March 14, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Zarrow 
Regional Library. The Greater Tulsa Area In-
dian Affairs Commission and the American 
Indian Resource Center will showcase the 
rich culture of native languages. All tribes 
are invited to participate.
Panelist are:
• Hugh Foley, Ph.D., Rogers State University
• Richard Grounds, Ph.D., Yuchi
• Bobbie Smith, Cherokee
• Moderator: Mark Wilson, Cherokee

Native STEM: Fossils Come Alive! Tuesday, 
March 17, 1-2:30 p.m., Zarrow Regional 
Library. Are you curious about dinosaurs, 

saber-
toothed cats 
and lions, 
dire wolves 
and cave 
bears? Learn 
about these 
ancient 
animals, 
discover how 
environmen-
tal changes 
led to their 
extinction 
and hear how Native Americans include 
them in their culture as Kent Smith, Ph.D. 
(Chickasaw/Comanche) from Oklahoma 
State University Center for Health Sciences 
shares his knowledge through hands-on ac-
tivities. For ages 5-12. Class size is limited. 
Registration is required.

Storytelling With Mike Pahsetopah, Thurs-
day, March 19, 4-4:45 p.m., Kendall-Whittier 
Library, 21 S. Lewis. Native storyteller and 
flute player Mike Pahsetopah introduces 
the American Indian culture through stories 
giving the listeners understanding through 
native eyes. 

Make and Take: Beading Medallions, 
Saturday, March 21, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Zarrow 
Regional Library. Come and learn the tra-
ditional art of native beadwork with Robin 
Tiger. Participants will learn to bead medal-
lion earrings or a cellphone stand/gripper. 
Registration is required.

Make and Take: Cherokee Pottery, Monday, 
March 30, 4:30-5:30 p.m., Owasso Library, 
103 W. Broadway. Join potter Crystal Hanna 
for native stories and hands-on pottery 
workshop. Materials are provided.

   The American Indian Resource Center 
provides educational and informational 
resources, activities and services honoring 
American Indian heritage, arts and achieve-
ments. The center also provides access 
to more than 4,000 books and media for 
adults and children by and about American 
Indians, including historical and rare materi-
als, new releases, videos and music CDs.
   Recent additions to the collection include 
native-language printed materials and CDs 
for independent learning.  The goal of this 
collection is to promote, revitalize and pre-
serve our country’s native languages.
   
For more information on the Circle of 
Honor ceremony, call the AskUs Hotline, 
918-549-7323, or visit the library’s website, 
https://www.tulsalibrary.org/locations/vis-
it-the-american-indian-resource-center
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Black History Month:             Life of Ceasar Bowlegs
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          reedman Caesar Bowlegs rose      
          to prominence among the  
          Seminole Indians and freedmen 
during the late 19th century. Born 
around 1843 in the Seminole Nation 
(present day Oklahoma), he was a 
slave of Eliza Bowlegs, as were both 
his parents. During the Civil War, 
Bowlegs rode north to Kansas with 
the Loyal Seminoles and maroons. Af-
ter the war, he returned to the nation 
and carried the mail from Fort Gibson 
to Wewoka when the post office 
opened there in 1867. In the 1880s 
and 1890s, he operated a toll bridge 
over Wewoka Creek. The Seminoles 
also employed him to bury criminals 
after they had been executed. But 
Bowlegs acquired his reputation as 
an interpreter, and in that capacity 
he made his biggest contribution to 
Seminole and freedman history.

In the early 1880s, Dr. C. P. Lynn 
became the first white physician to 
practice medicine among the Semi-
noles, and Dr. Virgil Berry succeeded 
him. Before Lynn’s arrival only Indians 
and freedmen practiced medicine 
in the Seminole Nation. As he was 
bilingual, known to both Seminoles 
and freedmen, and familiar with 
the country, Caesar Bowlegs was 
appointed the physicians’ interpreter 
and guide, a position of considerable 
importance. After Dr. Berry began his 
duties in May 1898, Bowlegs proved 
invaluable as a guide, interpreter, 

intermediary, expert on Indian and 
maroon mores, and medical assis-
tant. The black interpreter escorted 
the white doctor on all of his calls.
   Bowlegs also acquired a sound 
medical knowledge and helped the 
physician attend to patients – even 
administering anesthetics. During 
Berry’s term, a devastating smallpox 
epidemic hit the Seminole Nation. Af-
ter first inoculating themselves, Berry 
and Bowlegs set out to vaccinate the 
entire nation. The two worked day 
and night to complete their massive 
task. Then they were faced with 
combating the disease when it broke 
out. The epidemic was still raging 
when Berry left the Seminole country 
in the summer of 1901. It was four 
more years before the disease ran its 
course and the Seminole death rate 
returned to its 1898 level.

   Caesar Bowlegs lived a remarkable 
life. He was a freedman, widely re-
spected by Indians and whites in the 
Seminole Nation. He facilitated the 
process of acculturation among the 
Seminoles and freedmen by his edu-
cation and his leadership in the Pres-
byterian Church. Through his work 
with Doctors Lynn and Berry, Bowlegs 
helped gain widespread acceptance 
for scientific principles and medical 
technology among the Seminoles and 
freedmen. Caesar Bowlegs died in 
1912 in Seminole County, Oklahoma.

Black History Month:             Life of Ceasar Bowlegs

F
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Fashion Runway Showcases Native  
Designers and Models

L          ighting up the arena floor with  
          poise and grace, flaunting flashy  
          Native designer pieces, designers 
and models started off the year show-
casing some of the best talent in Indian 
country.
   Alongside the second annual Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes’ Governor’s 
Powwow, a new twist was introduced 
on the arena floor, a fashion show fea-
turing Cheyenne and Arapaho designers 
and models alike, a first for many. 
   Featured designer pieces were 
premiered by fashion designers Nan 
Blassingame, Corrine Morton and Crys-
tal Whiteshield.
   Blassingame, being acquainted with 
the world of fashion, has participated 
in several fashion shows including New 
York Fashion week. For Morton and 
Whiteshield, the fashion show was their 
debut show. 
   Each designer showcased 10 of their 
own handmade pieces from formal 
wear to casual dresses and skirts to rib-
bon shirts and unique Native statement 
pieces. 
   Whiteshield, from Missoula, Mont., 
said that sewing is something she does 
in her down time. 
   “I do a lot of sewing for a lot of differ-
ent people, the men folk like the dress 
shirts, and I sew a lot for high school 
students, a lot of the student athletes, 
they like their teams,” Whiteshield said.
Whiteshield said that she’s taken time 
out from sewing since losing her daugh-
ter in 2018.
   “This is my first time back, coming 
back to the arena and it was something 
that Tonya Moore encouraged me to 
do so I went ahead and went with it. 
She called me just months after I lost 
my daughter and I didn’t think I could 
do it at the time, but she said it would 
be something that would be healing so 
I went ahead and went for it and I’m 
really glad I did,” Whiteshield said.
   Being her first time part of a fashion 
show, Whiteshield admitted there were 
times she got frustrated. 

   “I’d get so frustrated that I cried and 
I’d have to walk away, but mainly I made 
my first formal dress, I’ve never done 
that before, it’s all made from scratch. I 
cut everything, I had to fit it and all that, 
I had never done that before but now I 
can do it so now I have people asking 
me if I can make dresses for them. It 
was fun. I’m glad I did it and I knew that 
all I had to do was just do what I nor-
mally do and make it for a lot of people 
to see,” Whiteshield said. 

   Morton, a local seamstress who has 
worked for the tribes for a number of 
years, showcased her line of Medicine 
Bird Creations for the first time. 
   “I was just trying to do more with daily 
office work, what we can wear to work, 
that was my line and what I wanted 
to do, I see it everyday but it’s just 
something I just wanted to try and do,” 
Morton said. 
   Morton said she began sewing 15 
years ago.
   “I just kind of learned and taught 
myself but I had my friends teach me 
before and I just kind of learned on my 
own,” Morton said. 
   In preparation for the debut of her 
designer line, Morton said she was 
nervous, “I was just stressing because 
really I’ve been working too much and 
just didn’t have time to do it all.”
   With the relief of getting through her 
first fashion show, Morton said she 
believes the show went good and she 
had fun being a part of it.
   “I look forward to doing it again. I’ll 
have more things to do … it’s something 
that I’ve been wanting to do but I just 
haven’t, nobody pushed me to do this 
so that’s just something I’ve been trying 
to do and wanting to just do something 
different,” Morton said. 
   Morton said she hopes to have her 
own clothing line one day and design 
more pieces with formal wear. 
   Blassingame, owner of Native Amer-
ican Notions Designs, knows a thing 
or two when it comes to the fashion 
runway as she helped give tips to White-
shield and Morton. 
   “It went great. I’ve done this a lot of 
times before and I know it was the other 
two ladies first time but it went great 
and everyone did a great job, I gave 
them some pointers, gave their models 
some pointers and I’m telling my girls, 
the ones that have been doing this a 
lot to do that also, I’d tell them, ‘do this, 
help them get dressed, put this earring 
on this person,’” Blassingame said. 
   And while it was a great experience for 

Written and photos by Latoya Lonelodge

Model Casey Levi wears a design from 
Nan Blassingame.
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Blassingame, she admitted she always 
gets more nervous when coming back 
home. 
   “I don’t want to offend my elders, I’m 
always more nervous when I come 
home, I don’t want to offend anybody, I 
hope they love my creations, it’s just a 
great experience,” Blassingame said. 
   To continuously get invited back to her 
home place to showcase her designs, 
Blassingame said the feeling is amaz-
ing. 
   “I started out in fashion, I felt like it 
was an accident because how I started 
out, now it’s like okay people are inviting 
me here and there and it’s like okay, I 
will make more things and keep going 
with the fashion flow,” Blassingame 
said. 
   Having sewn up until the very last 
minute before the beginning of the 
fashion show, Blassingame made sure 
to showcase something new, alongside 

her fashion pieces she took to New 
York Fashion Week in September 
2019.
   “Tonight I had a few pieces that 
went to New York Fashion Week 
also, and I made a new dress, 
it was the purple dress with the 
teatong trey cloth jacket, that was 
a new one that I made just for this 
show,” Blassingame said. 
   With each designer showcas-
ing each of their own style and 
handmade fashion pieces on the 
arena floor, the evening filled with 
applause and cheers as other tribal 
citizens experienced and witnessed 
a fashion show in the heart of 
Cheyenne and Arapaho country. 
   Whiteshield said that she’s thank-
ful for the powwow committee for 
selecting her to show her work.
   “I’m not around here, I don’t come 
to Oklahoma very often, I just try to 

represent my people as 
much as I can and I do it 
through my sewing and 
my beadwork and also 
through my dancing,” 
Whiteshield said. 
   In getting a feel for 
fashion shows, Morton 
said she hopes to create 
more pieces in the future.
   “I just enjoyed myself 
and I’m glad that they 
asked us to have this 
and I’m grateful that I was 
able to be asked to do it and 
honored to be able to show 
what I’ve been doing,” Morton 
said. 
   As one of her many suc-
cessful shows she’s partic
ipated in, Blassingame said 
that she’s also been invited to 
do a fashion show in 
Hammon, Okla. in April, and 

will continue making appearances on 
the runway. 
   “I will be doing shows in Austin, Texas 
again and New York has invited me 
back, but I don’t know if I’ll make it back, 
it’s in September again and I don’t know 
if I will get to go but it’s good knowing 
that I had an invitation there,” Blass-
ingame said.

Carrie Whitlow and her daughter Violet RomanNose strut 
the runway showcasing Corrine Morton’s fashion pieces.

Models for Crystal Whiteshield show off a match-
ing formal set at the fashion show held in conjunc-
tion with the second annual Governor’s Powwow.
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HELP AID

         ince 1974, Oklahoma City Indian  
         Clinic (OKCIC) has been serving    
         the needs of Native Americans in 
the Oklahoma City urban area, serving 
over 100,000 outpatient visitors each 
year. Recently they partnered with 
SendaRide to add non-emergency 
medical transportation to their array 
of services and ensure patients have 
transportation to and from their sched-

uled appointment.
   Millions of 
Americans miss 
scheduled medical 
appointments 
annually due to 
lack of transporta-
tion. SendaRide set 
out to change that 

statistic and OKCIC wanted to make 
sure their patients weren’t part of those 
numbers. As a result, the partnership 
between SendaRide and OKCIC was 
formed.
   Unlike other rideshare programs, 
SendaRide was created and customized 
for the health care industry.  Personal-
ized door-to-door service makes them 
unique, along with their state-of-the-art 
technology.  Each ride offers the rider, 

and their family, the assurance that they 
will arrive at their destination safely and 
on time.  All rides are recorded, and the 
SendaRide app shows the ride in pro-
gress. Family members and caregivers 
can stay in contact with the drivers 
before and during the ride. 
   By providing non-emergency medical 
transportation, patients are more likely 
to arrive at their scheduled appointment 
which reduces long term health care 
costs, increases facility efficiency, and 
improves patient quality of life.
   “SendaRide has been a lifesaver 
for our organization and the patients 
we serve,” Robyn Sunday-Allen said, 
OKCIC’s Chief Executive Officer. “Our 
patients suffering are transported to 
necessary appointments and always 
receive excellent customer service, 
timeliness, professionalism and a safe 
ride. We have been pleased with our 
partnership with SendaRide. They are a 
trusted and valued partner with assist-
ing us in providing excellent health care 
to our Native American patients.”
   Patient assistance in and out of the 
vehicle, friendly Care Partners (drivers), 
and the assurance that each rider will 
arrive at their destination safely is the 

SendaRide Standard. Providing the care 
the patient needs when they need it is a 
top priority for OKCIC.

   For more information on partnering 
with SendaRide, contact Laura Fleet at 
business@SendaRide.com, 1-800-731-
1885.  Or, go to www.sendaride.com.

About Oklahoma City Indian Clinic 
Oklahoma City Indian Clinic was estab-
lished in 1974 to provide excellent health 
care and  wellness services to American 
Indians in central Oklahoma. The clinic 
staff cares for more than 18,000 patients 
from over 200 federally recognized tribes 
every year. American Indians can receive 
a range of services, including medical, 
dental, pediatrics, prenatal, pharmacy, 
optometry, physical fitness, nutrition, 
family programs and behavioral health 
services. For more information, please 
call (405) 948-4900 or visit www.okcic.
com.

Oklahoma City Indian Clinic  
Adds Transportation Service

S

OKCIC PARTNERS 
WITH SENDARIDE 
TO PROVIDE SAFE 
AND SECURE  
MEDICAL  
TRANSPORTATION

0
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   “I was elected to represent all 4 million 
Oklahomans, and I will continue to be laser 
focused on an outcome that achieves a fair 
deal and is in the best interests of the state 
and its citizens!” Gov. Stitt bellowed from the 
podium as a throng of cameras rolled. 
   Yahola leaned over to me and declared, 
“That’s bullstitt, Fus!” in a voice loud enough 
to be heard by those sitting around us.  

   This caused raucous 
laughter among those within 
earshot.  “Shhh! Not so loud,” 
I admonished Yahola. 
Ironically, we were sitting in 
the crowded ballroom at the 
Riverspirit Casino. The place 
was chock full of Creeks, 
Cherokee, Choctaw and 
dozens of other tribes. The 
entire Creek elected leader-
ship was in attendance. 
   The Governor had been 

invited by the Creek Principal Chief. Brazenly 
wanting to take his ill-advised fight with the 
tribes to the heart of Oklahoma Indian Coun-
try, Stitt had foolishly accepted the invitation. 
He and his entourage were surrounded and 
outnumbered 50 to 1. Could this prove to be 
Stitt’s Last Stand? Yahola was clearly willing 
to lead the charge. 
   “Let me be clear,” Stitt continued. “One 
week ago, on January 1st, Class III gaming in 
Oklahoma became undeniably illegal.”. Stitt 
was briefly interrupted by the moderator who 
gently pushed the Governor aside and as-
sumed control of the podium. “Could some-
body shut the doors to the ballroom, please? 
We have attendees who can’t hear due to the 
loud noise of all those slot machines.”. The 
cacophony of the slot machines 
thus silenced, Stitt resumed his remarks. 
   “We have made several attempts to meet 
amicably with the tribes to…” suddenly Stitt 
was interrupted by Yahola who had stood 
up and shouted at the governor, “White Man 
Speaks With Forked Tongue!”. The room 
was immediately hushed. There followed a 
moment of awkward silence. 
   “You never met with each tribe individually 
as required by the compact” Yahola said. 
“Instead you publicly ambushed the tribes. 
Without any warning or notice to the tribes, 
you wrote that op/ed column in the Tulsa 
World where you unilaterally declared that 

the tribes should pay 25% and that the 
compact expires on December 31st. In case 
you haven’t noticed Governor, it is business 
as usual around here despite your empty 
threats”. Laughter and applause reverberat-
ed off the ballroom walls.
   Security guards slowly converged upon 
Yahola but were uncertain as to how to 
handle the situation. I stood up, ready to 
protect my friend. Yahola placed his hand on 
my shoulder and gently pushed me back in 
my chair. “Don’t worry Fus, I got this,” he said 
with a wry smile. 
   To his credit, Governor Stitt intervened on 
behalf of Yahola. To the security guards, 
he announced, “No, no, let the gentleman 
speak.”. The guards return to their sentinel 
positions, hands solemnly clasped behind 
their backs. “Ut oh,” I thought, “Yahola is go-
ing to give Governor ‘the business.’”. I leaned 
back in my chair to enjoy the show.  
   Emboldened, Yahola continued, “You 
showed great disrespect to the tribes by not 
following the dispute resolution procedures 
in the compact which call for both parties 
to meet and attempt to resolve differences 
amicably. The tribes would have welcomed 
that. Instead, you come across as the now 
much discredited Great White Father trying 
to unilaterally abrogate a treaty and steal 
more Indian land. Well, I’ve got news for you 
Governor: GREAT WHITE FATHER DON’T 
LIVE HERE NO MO’!”. 
   Thunderous applause and a standing 
ovation followed Yahola’s oration. A throng 
of people encircled Yahola hugging him and 
giving him high fives. Yahola clearly enjoyed 
the moment, a big smile pasted on his face 
as he continually fist-pumped his right hand 
high in the air. 
   Outmanned and outgunned, the Governor 
and his entourage admit defeat and slink 
off the stage, their tails between their legs. 
The victorious audience lifted Yahola up on 
their shoulders and paraded him around 
the ballroom like they were hoisting a Super 
Bowl trophy. 
   As the jubilant crowd carried Yahola off, he 
turned to me and yelled, “I’m going to run for 
Governor next year, Fus”! 

SOUR SOFKEE By Fus Yvhikv

Stitt’s 
Last 

Stand

0
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ELIGIBILITY: 
• Open to indigenous women, non-binary, and two-spirit folx of  
  all ages
• Must provide proof of tribal affiliation or descendancy.  
  Because Matriarch strives to be inclusive and recognizes  
  that community affiliation and involvement looks different  
  for each person, proof of tribal affiliation or descendancy can  
  be a reference letter from someone within your community  
  or a personal statement of Indigenous identity if not from  
  North America.
• Must be a resident of or attending college in Oklahoma
• Must be enrolled in part-time or full-time undergraduate  
  coursework at an accredited college or university
• Minimum grade point average (GPA) of 2.5
  
  Applicants are encouraged to let their creative skills drive  
their submission. 
  Essays, visual art, video, poetry, prose, music, or performances 

are welcome. For audio/visual submissions, applicants 
must include a short written, audio, or video statement 
of how their creation responds to the prompt. 
      Essays or Prose - 1000 word limit
      Poetry - 5 page limit
      Visual Art - Maximum 5 images
      Audio/Video - Maximum 5 minutes
   Applications will be judged by their relevance to the 
prompt, creativity, and understanding of the issue and 
their own role as an advocate.
   Applicants must complete the form below and upload 
the required documents by the DEADLINE FEBRUARY 
15, 2020. Only complete applications will be considered, 
and no exceptions will be made for late submissions.

IMPORTANT DATES:
February 15, 2020 - Scholarship closes
Spring 2020 - Scholarship recipient announced

   The scholarship recipient may be asked to present 
their work and/or speak about the MMIW issue as an 
ambassador at Matriarch-sponsored events.
For questions, please contact Matriarch.MMIWscholar-
ship@gmail.com.

Matriarch Announces Aubrey Dameron 
MMIW Scholarship
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RECREATION

Downstream Casino Resort 
69300 East Nee Road 
Quapaw, OK 74363
1-888-DWNSTRM (396-7876),  
918-919-6000 
Email: info@downstreamcasino.
com 
www.downstream.com

Buffalo Run Casino Resort 
1366 N. Highway 69A 
Miami, OK 74354
Phone: 918-542-2900 
Fax: 918-542-2908 
GPS Address: 8414 S 580 Rd 
www.buffalorunhotel.com

Indigo Sky Casino 
70220 East HWY 60 
Wyandotte, OK 74370
1.888.992.SKY1 
www.indigoskycasino.com

Grand Lake Casino & Lodge 
24701 S 655 Rd. 
Grove, OK, 74344 
Phone: 918 786.8528 
Reservations: 918.786.4406 
Event Center: 918.786.1974 
www.grandlakecasino.com

Cherokee Casino West Siloam 
Springs 
1.800.754.4111 2416 Highway 
412 West Siloam Springs, OK 
74338

1.800.754.4111 (press 1, then 1) 
for reservations. 
www.cherokeecasino.com

Cherokee Inn 
Cherokee Boulevard 
Roland, OK 74954
800.256.2338 205

Hard Rock Casino Hotel Resort 
777 West Cherokee Street
Catoosa, OK, 
1.800.760.6700 
www.hardrockcasinotulsa.com

Osage Casino Hotels 
1.877.246.8777 
www.osagecasinos.com/hotels
Skiatook & Ponca City
First Council Casino Hotel 12875 
North Highway 77 
Newkirk, OK 74647 
(877) 7-CLANS-0 or 
(877) 725-2670 
www.firstcouncilcasinohotel.com

Grand Casino Hotel Resort 777 
Grand Casino Boulevard 
Shawnee, Oklahoma 74804  
Casino: (405) 964-7263
Hotel: (405) 964-7777 
www.grandresortok.com

Artesian Hotel 
1001 W. 1st Street 
Sulphur, OK 73086 
1.855.455.5255 
www.artesianhotel.com

Riverwind Casino Hotel 
1544 State Highway 9
Norman, OK 73072 
1-405-322-6000 
www.riverwind.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - 
Durant 
4216 S. Hwy 69/75
Durant , OK  74701 USA 
Tel: 1-580-920-0160
Toll Free: 1-888-652-4628
Fax: 1-580-931-2725
Email: hotel.shift@choctawcasi-
nos.com

Choctaw Casino Hotel - Pocola 
3400 Choctaw Road
Pocola, OK  74902 USA 
Tel: 918-436-7761
Toll Free: 1 800.590.5825
Fax: 918.436.7723
Email: pocola.hotelmanagers@
choctawcasinos.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - Grant 
US Hwy 271
Grant, OK  74738 USA 
Tel: 580-317-8500
Fax: 580-326-5171

Email: nancy.hedrick@choctaw-
casinos.com”

Winstar World Casino & Resort 
777 Casino Ave
Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317
www.winstarworldcasino.com

Winstar World Casino Hotel 
1-866-946-7787

The Inn at Winstar 
21943 Anoatubby Way 
Thackerville, OK 73459 
1-866-946-7787

Apache Casino Hotel 
2315 East Gore Blvd. 
Lawton, OK 73501 580.248.5905
www.apachecasinohotel.com

Comanche Red River Casino 
Oklahoma 36 Devol, OK
1-877-369-8351 
www.comanchenationcasinos.
com

RESORT LISTING
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GOLF CLUBSEagle Creek Golf Club 
2742 Ben Pell Dr • Joplin, MO 
64804
417‐623‐5050 
www.downstream.com/ 
Golf_eaglecreek
18 holes • Par 71 • 6,785 yards  
• Dress code • Bar/lounge

FireLake Golf Course 
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive 
Shawnee, OK 74801 
405-275-4471 
www.firelakegolf.com
18 holes • Par 72 • 6,595 yards

Will Rogers Downs 
20900 South 4200 Rd.  
Claremore, OK 74019
918-283-8800
400 RV pads • 50/30 amp • Full 
hook-ups • Restrooms • Laundry
Shower facilities

 

• 4-hour security • Over 40,000 
square feet of versatile meeting 
space • Wi-Fi • Dog park • Horse-
shoe pit • Playground • Tent sites
• Barbecue grills and picnic tables 
• Club House • Chapel

Cherokee Hills Golf Course 
770 West Cherokee Street
Catoosa, OK  74015 
1-800-760-6700
cherokee.golf@cnent.com
18 Holes • Par 70 • 6635 Yards  
• Dress code • Bar/Grill • Pro-shop 
• Banquet room

Winstar Golf Course 
Casino Ave. •Thackerville, OK 
73459

1-800-622-6317 777
27 Holes • 7,200 yards • Par 72 
• Dress code • Bar/Grill • Pro-shop
 • Winstar Golf Academy

Fountainhead Creek Golf Course 
HC 60-1350 • Checotah, OK 
74426 
918-689-3209
18 Holes • Par 72 • Dress code  
• Bar/Grill • Pro-shop

Cherokee Springs Golf Course 
700 E. Ballentine Road • Tahle-
quah, OK 74464 
918-456-5100
18 Holes • Par 70 • Dress code
• Bar/Grill • Pro-shop

CULTURE

February: The Month of Love
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What comes to mind in the 
month of February?  Valentine’s 
Day is a big day for candy, flow-

ers, cards and love!  I know that we get so 
involved with this type of love, we tend to 
forget the real love that God created for 
us!  Here are some areas that we need 
to think about and practice not only this 
month, but everyday.

God’s Love Shown
“For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life.”  —John 3:16

This verse completely captures the love 
God has for us. The word “so” at the 
beginning of this verse emphasizes the 
intensity and greatness of God’s love. God 
loved the world so deeply that He gave His 
one and only beloved Son to die on behalf 
of sinful men and women. If we choose 
to believe in the Son who died in our place 
on the cross, we will have eternal life with 
God, who loved us so much.

Love God
“And Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and will 
all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the 
great and foremost commandment.”
—Matthew 22:37-38

In this story, a man is asking Jesus what 
He thinks is the most important Law to 
be kept. The Old Testament Law consist-
ed of 613 commandments to be strictly 
followed. While the Pharisees were trying 
to corner Jesus into which of the 613 
commandments was essential to their 
religion, Jesus instead says that the two 
most crucial and fundamental beliefs are 
to love God with all your heart, soul and 
mind.

Love One Another
“A new commandment I give to you, that 
you love one another, even as I have loved 
you, that you also love one another. By 
this all men will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
—John 13:34-35

Jesus has given this command for us 
to model. He has shown us through His 
death on the cross. Jesus’s love for us 
was a sacrificial, unconditional love. He 
offered His life in order that we may have 
eternal life through Him. In the same way, 
we are to love others sacrificially, even if 
we feel they don’t deserve our love. We 
are commanded to love others in this way 
because through our actions, Jesus will 
be glorified and others will see that we 
know Jesus as our Savior.

To Love is to Obey
“If you love Me, you will keep my com-
mandments.”  —John 14:15

Though Jesus spoke these words to the 
twelve disciples, they are all the more 
true for us today. Jesus is encouraging 
and affirming that love and obedience 
are synonymous. We show God that we 
love Him through obeying His word and 
the commands that are given to us in 
the Bible. This obedience is not meant to 
be burdensome, but instead, we should 
delight in serving the very God who has 
given us eternal life through His Son. 
Genuine faith in God produces obedience 
to Him in our daily life.

Let us remember the true meaning of 
loving God, Jesus and others.  We are to 
obey God’s word and put into practice in 
our everyday life for Him!

Happy Valentine’s Month!

John Morris is currently serv-
ing with Oklahoma Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes and is 
supported financially by faith 
partners. If you are interested 
in more information on FCA or 
being a faith partner, John can 
be contacted through email: 
jmogolfer@icloud.com or by 
cell number (785-760-1627)



NATIVE OKLAHOMA ·  FEBRUARY 2020    15

https://www.nativeoklahoma.us

Subscribe online for the latest Native Oklahoma information!
• News     • Cultural Events     • Artists Store     • And Much More

www.nativeoklahoma.us

Subscribe For Free!
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