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YOU DON’T HAVE TO GO FAR TO WIN

7500 HWY. 177 • RED ROCK, OK
866.723.4005

8401 HWY. 177 • RED ROCK, OK
580.723.1020

511 KAW ST. • PERRY, OK
580.336.7260

12901 N. HWY. 77 • NEWKIRK, OK
580.448.3210

12875 N. HWY. 77 • NEWKIRK, OK
877.725.2670

Now On Sale! 

STYX - June 13  

SEVENCLANS.COM Certain amenities available in select locations, please see website for details. See Players Club for more information. Management reserves all rights

 Events subject to change. See Players Club for more information. Management reserves all rights. ©2020 7 Clans Casinos

Saturday, April 25
First Council Event Center

LARRY THE CABLE GUY
TWO SHOWS

Saturday, May 23
First Council Event Center

TERRY FATOR
WITH PREACHER LAWSON

9 WINNERS EVERY FRIDAY
IN APRIL & MAY!

WIN YOUR SHARE OF OVER  
$80,000 IN PRIZES!

Purchase Tickets at 7 Clans Players Club, ticketstorm.com, SevenClans.com or by phone 866.966.1777
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Our future is shaped by the decisions we make 
today. That’s why we’re investing $50 million to 
serve the needs of American Indian and Alaska 
Native communities, from scholarships and 
small business support to fi nancial education 
and cultural preservation initiatives.

For more than 50 years, we’ve been working 
together with Native communities and we’ll 
continue to work together to make better 
tomorrows for generations to come.

Find out more at
wellsfargo.com/nativecommunities
 

© 2019 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 

Working for 
Generations
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The Novel Coronavirus Has Made 
It’s Way To Indian Country

W                      ith the number of confirmed cases climbing hourly, domestic and   
                     international public health experts are learning more about the virus  
                    daily, including more about the contagion rate and who is at higher 
risk. As of press time, elders and people with a pre-existing condition, including 
diabetes, asthma or hypertension, are considered to be at an elevated risk.
   Common symptoms include coughing, shortness of breath and fever. They 
can appear anywhere from two to 14 days after initial exposure. Emergency 
warning signs include persistent chest pain, difficulty breathing, confusion and 
bluish lips or face due to lack of oxygen.  
   There are fewer confirmed COVID-19 fatalities among children. However, they 
are not immune from the virus and can be asymptomatic carriers. According 
to a March 2020 study of more than 2,100 Chinese children published by the 
medical journal Pediatrics, only 5 percent of the cases were severe. 
   With no vaccine available, people are urged to keep their distance from each 
other and stay home if they experience any flu-like symptoms. The virus is 
spread via physical contact and droplets that become airborne via sneezes and 
coughs from someone who is infected.  
   The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention also recommend frequently 
sanitizing surfaces that are touched regularly, such countertops, doorknobs, cell 
phones and keyboards. People are also strongly urged to wash their hands for 

COVID-19  
Cases by County

Canadian 2
Cleveland 9
Custer  1
Grady  1
Jackson 1
Kay  2
Logan  1
McClain 1
Oklahoma 18
Pawnee 1
Payne  1
Tulsa  5
Washington 1

Total  44
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Oklahoma Tribe Taking  
Preventative Measures

O            klahoma tribes are taking  
            preventative measures in  
            response to the rapid spread of 
the novel coronavirus. 
   Multiple tribes, including the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation, Osage Nation, Otoe-Mis-
souria Tribe and Seminole Nation have all 
declared a state of emergency. 
   “We are treating this as a serious situa-
tion,” Principal Chief David Hill said.  “For 
several weeks now the Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation’s Department of Health has 
worked diligently to develop and imple-
ment emergency rules and procedures 
to protect our citizens and our com-
munities. Because of the public health 
threat posed by COVID-19, the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation is issuing a state of emer-
gency. Through this declaration, we are 
taking necessary steps toward protecting 
our citizens.”
   Under the terms of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation’s declaration, all employee 
work travel is halted indefinitely, as are 
large gatherings hosted by the tribe’s 
chartered community groups. The tribe’s 
health department has set up a COV-

ID-19 hotline, 918-758-3550, to address 
questions and concerns during regular 
business hours. 
   Issued on March 19, the Osage Nation’s 
state of emergency orders the imme-
diate closure of the tribe’s complex in 
Pawhuska to the public except for the 
WahZhaZhe Health Clinic. Non-essential 
employees have been sent home, includ-
ing the entire staff of the tribe’s immer-
sion school and head start programs. 
   For the Red Rock-based Otoe-Missou-
ria Tribe, the emergency proclamation 
means all non-essential government 
personnel are on administrative leave 
until further notice and the elder nutri-
tion program will only provide meals via 
delivery. 
   As of March 20, all but a handful of trib-
al casinos across Oklahoma have closed 
their doors on a temporary basis in an 
effort to help stem the further spread 
of the virus. Several tribes, including the 
Fort Sill Apache, Kiowa and Cheyenne 
and Arapaho, indicated preliminary plans 
to reopen after two to three weeks. 
   “On behalf of the Wichita Executive 

Committee, these were hard decisions 
for us to make and we stayed the course 
as long as we could but the health and 
safety of our tribal members, children, 
elders, employees and community is of 
utmost importance in times like these,” 
President Terri Parton said. “Businesses 
can start back up and continue after all 
this is over but the loss of one even one 
tribal member, child, elder or employee or 
member of our community is too much 
if we put business ahead of our tribal 
members and employees.” 
   Others, including the Osage Nation, did 
not include a tentative reopening date in 
their closure announcement.
   “We weighed this decision heavily 
because of the impact it will have on 
the Osage Nation,” Osage Casinos CEO 
Byron Bighorse said via press release. 
“However, the health and safety of our 
employees and guests is our top priority. 
We are in a time when the entire com-
munity needs to pull together for what is 
best, and that is preventing the spread of 
this global pandemic.” 
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at least 20 seconds after using the bathroom, touching one’s 
face or sneezing. If soap and water are not available, use hand 
sanitizer that is at least 60 percent alcohol. 
   Despite rumors circulating on social media, the Department 
of Defense confirmed on March 19 that there are no plans 
for en masse domestic deployment of the National Guard to 
enforce a national quarantine. Guard units have been activated 
in 27 states to help with response efforts, but those tasks have 
ranged from distributing food to helping collect test samples 
at drive-through swabbing sites.
   As of March 19, Oklahoma’s National Guard has not been 
called up, although Gov. Kevin Stitt acknowledged at a press 
conference the day before that his office had made contact 
in case their assistance is needed in setting up additional ICU 
beds to accommodate the growing number of cases. 
   Oklahoma’s first COVID-19 casualty, the Rev. Merle Dry, was 
a citizen of the Cherokee Nation. The Tulsa native died March 
18, just one day after testing positive for the virus. 
As of press time, four cases in the Indian Health Services 
system have been confirmed: one in the Portland service area, 
one in the Great Plains service area and two in the Navajo 
service area. 
   “More cases are likely to be identified in coming days,” IHS 

Chief Medical Director Dr. Michael Toedt said. “While any direct 
impacts to Indian Country are not yet known, we must be 
vigilant to protect.”
   Indian Health Services facilities are capable of administer-
ing COVID-19 tests on site. However, as is also the case with 
mainstream providers, there is a shortage of testing supplies 
and preventative equipment. 
   As part of a national response package, Congress allocated 
a $40 million supplemental appropriation to IHS specifically for 
coronavirus efforts. On March 17, officials with IHS confirmed 
that listening sessions are underway with tribal officials to 
figure out how to divide the funds among IHS, tribal and urban 
facilities. 
   “One of the questions that we’re working with the CDC on is 
how to allocate that money as we recognize the significant 
challenges that they (urban Indian health facilities) face as 
well,” IHS Office of Finance and Accounting Director Jillian 
Curtis said. “Urban Indian organizations are top of mind for us 
and we’re working to identify resources for them now.”

0
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    n the early spring of 2018, Speaker  
    Joe Byrd found a seat on the airport  
    shuttle headed to Tulsa International 
Airport, and over the radio heard a famil-
iar, yet surprising sound: the Cherokee 
Youth Choir singing in his endangered 
native tongue. 
   “Who would ever imagine 20 years 
ago that we would be hearing our own 
language in a shuttle bus away from 
our rural areas?” asked Byrd, a former 
principal chief, current Cherokee Nation 
Tribal Council member and a Cherokee 
language speaker. “I couldn’t help but 
swell with pride and realize the distance 
we have come.”
   The Cherokee Nation holds onto a 
crucial piece of tribal culture through 
its remaining 2,000 native speakers, a 
majority of whom are 50 and older.  The 
youngest fluent Cherokee speaker is 35, 
which means the language faces poten-
tial extinction as older members die.
   “If you hear people speaking Chero-
kee, even if you don’t understand it, it 
reminds you that we’re a people that 
have existed since time immemorial… 
and that we’re distinct people,” Principal 
Chief Chuck Hoskin said. “If that stops 
happening then that distinction starts to 
melt away.”
   According to the Cherokee Nation’s 
official website, the Cherokee Nation 
Language and Cultural Preservation Act 
was signed in 1991, which, in part, iden-
tifies the language as an important part 
of Cherokee identity and recognizes the 
need for its preservation. 
   In an effort to promote and preserve 
the language, an immersion school 
called Tsalagi Tsunadeloquasdi was 
founded in 2001 with 26 students and 
four staff members.
   Today, Tsalagi Tsunadeloquasdi 
supports nearly 100 K-6 grade students 
and is the first Oklahoma public school 
for Cherokee language immersion. Stu-
dents are taught using only the Chero-
kee language and syllabary. 
   “If we don’t [teach our language], then 

in a generation we will have gaming, 
we’ll have businesses, we’ll sell car 
tags, we’ll have a healthcare system, 
but we won’t have people speaking our 
language,”   Hoskin said. “And if we don’t 
have people who speak our language 
maybe we won’t have people who prac-
tice our culture and traditions and may-
be we’ll lose our history a bit, and what 
have we become? We’ll be a gaming 
corporation, a business portfolio and a 
healthcare delivery system, and maybe 
even lose our identity.”
   The Cherokee syllabary traces back 
more than 180 years to the original 
homelands of the tribe before its forced 
removal on the Trail of Tears.  
   At the time of its removal, the Chero-
kee Nation was well-established with a 
successful government, an agricultural 
economy, a tribal religion and spoken 
and written languages. The tribe had 
a 90 percent literacy rate. By the time 
Oklahoma became a state in 1906, 
the literacy rate had plummeted to 10 
percent, Byrd said. 
   

   Sequoyah, a blacksmith, trader, silver-
smith and soldier in the War of 1812, in-
troduced the official Cherokee syllabary 
in 1821 after years of development. The 
syllabary would be the foundation of 
Cherokee resistance to removal.  
   “We did a couple things (to resist re-
moval) we reorganized our government 
(with) a written constitution,” Hoskin 
said. “You can’t have a written constitu-
tion that your people understand unless 
there’s a written language, that’s the 
genius of Sequoyah’s syllabary.”
   Another way Hoskin said the Cher-
okees resisted removal was through 
the founding of the Cherokee Phoenix, 
which was the first Native American 
newspaper Hoskin said the newspa-
per, which published in Cherokee and 
English, allowed the nation to inform the 
white settlers and Cherokee people of 
current events.
“If we hadn’t have done that I think 
we would have been removed earlier,” 
Hoskin continued. “And I think the 
removal would have been more devas-
tating.”
   Removal began when the Treaty of 
New Echota was signed in December 
of 1835 by a handful of Cherokees who 
had no authority to do so, said Jack 
Baker, former Tribal Council member, 
President of the Oklahoma Historical 
Society and national President of the 
Trail of Tears Association. The treaty 
gave the Cherokees a two-year period 
starting May 23, 1836, to leave their 
homelands in South Carolina, North Car-
olina, Tennessee, Georgia and Alabama 
and move west of the Mississippi to 
present-day Oklahoma. 
   Chief John Ross and his tribal council 
fought to invalidate or negotiate a new 
treaty for the Cherokee people, but the 
two-year period came to an end and the 
U.S. military was sent to initiate forced 
removal. 
   Federal troops, with the aid of the 
Georgia Guard, began rounding up the 
Cherokee people. They raided Cherokee 

CULTURE

Cherokees Relishing New-found 
Respect Despite Threats

By Aimee Lewis - Gaylord News

I

Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. stands out-
side the Cherokee Nation Tag Office in Tulsa 
before heading to a meeting in Washington, 
D.C.   Aimee Lewis/Gaylord News
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homes, forcing families to leave their 
belongings, land, houses and life as they 
knew it behind.  The Cherokee people 
were then placed into 31 stockades and 
eventually into 11 camps in Alabama 
and Tennessee. 
   Commander Winfield Scott was in 
charge of the removal of the Cherokee 
Nation. The first three detachments of 
Cherokees began the journey to Oklaho-
ma in June of 1838, a nearly 1,200-mile 
trek long over land and water, which 
would soon be known as the Trail of 
Tears. 
   By the time all 13 detachments arrived 
in Indian Country in March of 1839, a 
quarter of the Cherokee population had 
died on the trail or in the stockades 
awaiting removal.   
   Even after the Trail of Tears, the unjust 
treatment of the Cherokee Nation was 
far from over. The Nation’s once commu-
nal land was divided up into allotments 
and distributed to Cherokee citizens. 
   A few years after allotment, the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, which is run by the 
federal government, placed restrictions 
on citizens who were half-blood or more. 
The allotments owned by these citizens 
could not be sold without consulting the 
bureau, and if the land had oil or other 
valuable properties, a guardian would be 
assigned, Baker said. 
   “A lot of us... have more Indian in 
us than what’s on record,” Dixon said. 
“I know my great grandmother she…  
wouldn’t tell if (she)... was over half.”

   Dixon said her mother was assigned a 
guardian after she was allotted land. Her 
guardian was a white man who owned 
a land company. He married Dixon’s 
mother when she came of age, then sold 
her land and divorced her. 
   Stories like these were common during 
the years after the removal. But one 
thing proves true throughout history: 
   “They’re survivors. They’re really survi-
vors,” said Dixon. “And if you start at the 
beginning of their beginning and where 
they are now, it’s awesome… they just 

need a chance.”
   Today, the Cherokee Nation stands 
as one of Oklahoma’s top economic 
contributors. According to the tribe’s 
website, Cherokee Nation Businesses 
contributed $2.16 billion to Oklahoma’s 
economy in fiscal year 2018.
    “What I think is important… for people 
to know for the history, is we picked 
ourselves back up within a decade and 
rebuilt.” Hoskin said.
    “We constituted our government 
again, took this political split of historic 
proportions and we bound ourselves 
back together. We took the resources we 
had left… and experienced a golden age 
so quickly after one of the most destruc-
tive things the United States has ever 
done to a people. I think that’s a point of 
pride for the Cherokees.”
   Reflecting on how their ancestors 
fought for the Cherokee Nation inspires 
tribal citizens to keep fighting today, Byrd 
said.
   “While [the Trail of Tears] was a tragic 
event and part of our history it is not 
our defining moment,” Byrd said. “ We 
are here today and it tells the world that 
the survival of our people has made us 
stronger and makes us continue to fight 
and to continue exerting our sovereignty 
of who we are.”

Gaylord News is a reporting of the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma Gaylord College of 
Journalism and Mass Communication.

Colleen Dixon holds her certificate of descendancy from Nancy Ward, who is recognized as a 
Beloved Woman of the Cherokee Nation.  Aimee Lewis/Gaylord News

Cherokee Nation citizen Colleen Dixon holds a book that traces her lineage and lists the names 
of her Cherokee ancestors. Dixon is four generations removed from the Trail of Tears.  Aimee 
Lewis/Gaylord News



BUSINESS

Greetings!
P           lease know that the American Indian Chamber  
           of Commerce of Oklahoma is firmly standing  
           with all communities during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. Our prayers go out to all whom have been affected by 
this crisis.

As we look onward in the year to come, we are planning 
with much diligence for The Gathering Business Summit 
2020 to be the BEST yet! It is the largest event hosted by 
the American Indian Chamber of Commerce of Oklaho-
ma each year.  The conference will offer sessions that 
highlight successful business plans of Native-owned  
businesses, how to seek government contracts, obtain-
ing financial assistance, and business matchmaking 
sessions. You will have access to many Vendor pro-
grams from a number of tribes across Oklahoma who 

champion for Indian-owned businesses. There are many 
excellent networking events and new opportunities that 
we are excited to share on October 18th-20th, 2020, in 
Tulsa, OK at the River Spirit Casino & Resort!

The AICCO Annual Awards luncheon and also the Lead-
ership Native Oklahoma graduation ceremony will be 
held during the 3 day Business Summit.

Mark your calendars today and stay tuned for new devel-
opments each month! 

To join the AICCO as a member, please go to www.
aiccok.org! This is the “don’t miss event” of the year in 
Oklahoma…. Indian Country! 
We are All Nations One Mission!

Thank you,
Bailey Walker, President
American Indian Chamber of Commerce of Oklahoma
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NO JUDGMENTS. JUST HELP.

One Helpline. Three Plans.
Endless Possibilities.

LOZENGES

Start your tobacco-free journey with the 
Oklahoma Tobacco Helpline and you’ll be up  
to 3 times more likely to quit. 

Call 1-800-QUIT NOW or visit OKhelpline.com 
to get started.

All Access Web Coach  Individual 
Services
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SOUR SOFKEE By Fus Yvhikv

     t was a typical evening at the  
     Recovery Room Bar & Grill. Yahola,  
     Tarpalechee, Fixico and the bartend-
er Harjo were arguing about what teams 
were going to make the NBA finals.  

   The Milwaukee Bucks and the LA Lak-
ers were the consensus of the feudin’  
Creeks. However, Fixico, a Native rapper, 
had a different opinion. “You dudes are 
all taking the easy and obvious picks,” 
said Fixico. “Of course everybody is 
picking the Bucks and the Lakers! They 
have the best records in the NBA. But 
that doesn’t mean they will both make 
the finals. How about you boys get a 
little backbone and pick a team that’s a 
Darkhorse?”. 

   “Get some backbone?! Them’s fightin’ 
words,” shouted Yahola. Harjo stepped 
between Fixico and Yahola. “Easy boys,” 
Harjo instructed “Sit down and drink 
your beers”. Yahola and Fixico briefly 
gave each other the rezzy fightin’ evil 
eye before returning to their bar stools. 

   Gov. Stitt appeared on the soundless 
TV monitor nearby. He was talking 
about the gaming compacts. A news 
crawl quoted Stitt as saying that he 
could sign a deal overnight with a com-
mercial casino for a 25% fee. 

   Myself, Yahola, Fixico and Harjo all 
burst out laughing simultaneously. 
Yahola was laughing so hard he had 
to spit out a mouthful of beer. It nearly 
soaked Harjo. “25%! What a maroon!” 
shouted Yahola! “That guy is such a 
twit!” added Tarpalechee. “We have a 
saturated gaming market. All the best 
locations are already taken and the 
market is hypercompetitive. 25%! What 
a twit!”

   Suddenly the jukebox of the Recovery 
Room started playing Steve Martin’s 
King Tut. Fixico, the Creek rapper, 
jumped up and yelled “Check this out 
boys!”. Fixico walked to the center of the 
bar. He began to sing to the tune of the 
song, improvising lyrics. 

“King Twit! King Twit!”
Yahola, Harjo, Tarpalechee and myself 
burst into appreciative laughter. Fixico 
continues: 
 
“Now when he was a Beta,
He never thought he’d see,
King Twit!
People stand in line to play the slots 
game. 
King Twit!
How tribes doin’ great? 
Funky Twit!
I want Top Ten state!”

   We were all loving it. Harjo yelled at 
his customers “Hey, get over here! Y’all 
need to see this!” The patrons quickly 
rushed over and formed a circle around 
Fixico, beers in hand.  Fixico, feeling 
embolden by the crowd, resumed his 
King Twit rap. 

“Born in Oklahoma,
His mortgage biz a ho’ma.”

   Yahola, Harjo, Tarpalechee and I join in 
and sing the refrain:

(King Twit! King Twit!) 
“Now if he’d of known
They’d line up just to play you, 
(King Twit!) 
He’d trade his governorship
And bought him a casino. 
(King Twit!)”

   

   Yahola grabbed Harjo and I by our 
upper arms and dragged us off our 
barstools. “Come on! Let’s be the back-
up dancers,” Yahola commanded. We 
lined up behind Fixico and proceeded 
to dance like the Egyptians.  We were 
hopelessly out of sync with one another, 
arms flailing about as if we were drown-
ing in a giant toilet bowl frenetically 
battling against the omnipotent waters 
swirling us towards a fearful Hades. 

“Burdened like a donkey, 
(Funky Twit!)
Dances like a honkey!
Born in Oklahoma,
His mortgage biz a ho’ma.”
(King Twit!)
(Twit! Twit!) 

   By now all of the beer guzzlin’ patrons 
of the Recovery room had begun to join 
in and sing the King Twit refrain. Some 
were attempting to do the pharaonic 
dance. What rhythm they once pos-
sessed, they lost four beers ago. 

“Prancin’ by on guile, 
(Disco Twit! Twit!)
Budget broke a mile,
(Boss Twit! Twit! Twit!)
The tribes he did rile, 
(Rockin’ Twit! Twit!) 
King Twit is so vile.
“’Cherokee’ broke Injun’ treaty.”
(King Twit! Twit! Twit!)
(Twit! Twit! – Twit! Twit!) 
Imagine That! 
(Twit! Twit! – Twit! Twit!) 
He’s Cherokee Twit. 
(Twit! Twit!) 
(Twit! Twit)! 
King Twit! 

Fixico’s King Twit rap lives on in infamy 
in Recovery Room lore. 

King Twit
I
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Subscribe online for the latest Native Oklahoma information!
• News     • Cultural Events     • Artists Store     • And Much More

www.nativeoklahoma.us

Subscribe For Free!
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Downstream Casino Resort 
69300 East Nee Road 
Quapaw, OK 74363
1-888-DWNSTRM (396-7876),  
918-919-6000 
Email: info@downstreamcasino.
com 
www.downstream.com

Buffalo Run Casino Resort 
1366 N. Highway 69A 
Miami, OK 74354
Phone: 918-542-2900 
Fax: 918-542-2908 
GPS Address: 8414 S 580 Rd 
www.buffalorunhotel.com

Indigo Sky Casino 
70220 East HWY 60 
Wyandotte, OK 74370
1.888.992.SKY1 
www.indigoskycasino.com

Grand Lake Casino & Lodge 
24701 S 655 Rd. 
Grove, OK, 74344 
Phone: 918 786.8528 
Reservations: 918.786.4406 
Event Center: 918.786.1974 
www.grandlakecasino.com

Cherokee Casino West Siloam 
Springs 
1.800.754.4111 2416 Highway 
412 West Siloam Springs, OK 
74338

1.800.754.4111 (press 1, then 1) 
for reservations. 
www.cherokeecasino.com

Cherokee Inn 
Cherokee Boulevard 
Roland, OK 74954
800.256.2338 205

Hard Rock Casino Hotel Resort 
777 West Cherokee Street
Catoosa, OK, 
1.800.760.6700 
www.hardrockcasinotulsa.com

Osage Casino Hotels 
1.877.246.8777 
www.osagecasinos.com/hotels
Skiatook & Ponca City
First Council Casino Hotel 12875 
North Highway 77 
Newkirk, OK 74647 
(877) 7-CLANS-0 or 
(877) 725-2670 
www.firstcouncilcasinohotel.com

Grand Casino Hotel Resort 777 
Grand Casino Boulevard 
Shawnee, Oklahoma 74804  
Casino: (405) 964-7263
Hotel: (405) 964-7777 
www.grandresortok.com

Artesian Hotel 
1001 W. 1st Street 
Sulphur, OK 73086 
1.855.455.5255 
www.artesianhotel.com

Riverwind Casino Hotel 
1544 State Highway 9
Norman, OK 73072 
1-405-322-6000 
www.riverwind.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - 
Durant 
4216 S. Hwy 69/75
Durant , OK  74701 USA 
Tel: 1-580-920-0160
Toll Free: 1-888-652-4628
Fax: 1-580-931-2725
Email: hotel.shift@choctawcasi-
nos.com

Choctaw Casino Hotel - Pocola 
3400 Choctaw Road
Pocola, OK  74902 USA 
Tel: 918-436-7761
Toll Free: 1 800.590.5825
Fax: 918.436.7723
Email: pocola.hotelmanagers@
choctawcasinos.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - Grant 
US Hwy 271
Grant, OK  74738 USA 
Tel: 580-317-8500
Fax: 580-326-5171

Email: nancy.hedrick@choctaw-
casinos.com”

Winstar World Casino & Resort 
777 Casino Ave
Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317
www.winstarworldcasino.com

Winstar World Casino Hotel 
1-866-946-7787

The Inn at Winstar 
21943 Anoatubby Way 
Thackerville, OK 73459 
1-866-946-7787

Apache Casino Hotel 
2315 East Gore Blvd. 
Lawton, OK 73501 580.248.5905
www.apachecasinohotel.com

Comanche Red River Casino 
Oklahoma 36 Devol, OK
1-877-369-8351 
www.comanchenationcasinos.
com

River Spirit Casino Resort
8330 Riverside Pkwy
Tulsa, OK 74137
918-299-8518
www.riverspirittulsa.com

RESORT LISTING



GOLF CLUBSEagle Creek Golf Club 
2742 Ben Pell Dr • Joplin, MO 
64804
417‐623‐5050 
www.downstream.com/ 
Golf_eaglecreek
18 holes • Par 71 • 6,785 yards  
• Dress code • Bar/lounge

FireLake Golf Course 
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive 
Shawnee, OK 74801 
405-275-4471 
www.firelakegolf.com
18 holes • Par 72 • 6,595 yards

Will Rogers Downs 
20900 South 4200 Rd.  
Claremore, OK 74019
918-283-8800
400 RV pads • 50/30 amp • Full 
hook-ups • Restrooms • Laundry
Shower facilities

 

• 4-hour security • Over 40,000 
square feet of versatile meeting 
space • Wi-Fi • Dog park • Horse-
shoe pit • Playground • Tent sites
• Barbecue grills and picnic tables 
• Club House • Chapel

Cherokee Hills Golf Course 
770 West Cherokee Street
Catoosa, OK  74015 
1-800-760-6700
cherokee.golf@cnent.com
18 Holes • Par 70 • 6635 Yards  
• Dress code • Bar/Grill • Pro-shop 
• Banquet room

Winstar Golf Course 
Casino Ave. •Thackerville, OK 
73459

1-800-622-6317 777
27 Holes • 7,200 yards • Par 72 
• Dress code • Bar/Grill • Pro-shop
 • Winstar Golf Academy

Fountainhead Creek Golf Course 
HC 60-1350 • Checotah, OK 
74426 
918-689-3209
18 Holes • Par 72 • Dress code  
• Bar/Grill • Pro-shop

Cherokee Springs Golf Course 
700 E. Ballentine Road • Tahle-
quah, OK 74464 
918-456-5100
18 Holes • Par 70 • Dress code
• Bar/Grill • Pro-shop
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John Morris is currently serv-
ing with Oklahoma Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes and is 
supported financially by faith 
partners. If you are interested 
in more information on FCA or 
being a faith partner, John can 
be contacted through email: 
jmogolfer@icloud.com or by 
cell number (785-760-1627)

BAD NEWS
One of the biggest lessons learned this 
past March was, sometimes life just 
isn’t fair.  The coronavirus has taken 
place and everything is disrupted!  Life 
has changed for eve-ryone.  We are not 
able to do some of the normal things in 
our lives that we have taken for granted, 
such as sports, concerts, school and 
other big population events!  Sports 
teaches us about life; especially when 
we didn’t expect a virus to end our ca-
reers as student athletes.

As I watched first hand what was hap-
pening with students and coaches in the 
college and high school ranks, it dawned 
on me that we are learning one of the 
biggest lessons in life in general!  Life 
sometimes is just not fair!  Some things 
in our lives are just not in our control and 
we have to understand that it happens.  
Anger, fear and other issues come to the 
top when discussing what is going on in 
our world.

I just want you to know that God has put 
verses in the Bible to help us out. Here 
are a few of the verses that have helped 
me deal with our current situation. 

“Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be 
afraid, for I am your God. I will strength-
en you; I will help you; I will hold on to 
you with My righteous right hand.”  
—Isaiah 41:10

 “Haven’t I commanded you: be strong 

and courageous? Do not be afraid or 
discour-aged, for the Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go.”
—Joshua 1:9

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and 
do not rely on your own understanding; 
think about Him in all your ways, and He 
will guide you on the right paths.”
—Proverbs 3:5-6 

“I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my 
fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”
—Psalms 91:2

“I have great confidence in you; I have 
great pride in you. I am filled with en-
couragement; I am overcome with joy in 
all our afflictions.”
—2 Corinthians 7:4

GOOD NEWS
The good news is that Jesus was sent 
to the world to save us from our sins so 
that we can be with God in heaven! 

“Suddenly there was a violent earth-
quake, because an angel of the Lord de-
scended from heaven and approached 
the tomb. He rolled back the stone and 
was sitting on it. His appearance was 
like lightning, and his robe was as white 
as snow. The guards were so shaken 
from fear of him that they became like 
dead men. But the angel told the wom-
en, “Don’t be afraid, because I know you 
are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 
He is not here! For He has been resur-

rected, just as He said. Come and see 
the place where He lay.”  
—Matthew 28:2-6

Jesus was good, faithful, generous, 
loving and humble, and he took the envy, 
adultery, evil, rudeness, pride and hate 
on His shoulders and bled it out in front 
of the whole world as He hung on that 
cross all alone. Jesus died so that we 
might be friends of God once again, His 
precious children, filled with His love, joy, 
hope and grace.

I want to encourage you to do the follow-
ing for seeking God in all that you do!

1. Read your Bible daily!  God’s word can 
be read through devotions in emails, 
books, internet sites or listening to 
podcast.
2. Pray about everything!
3. Meditate on verses that you have read 
from God’s word.
4. Attend church or listen online!  
5. Share your story about how Jesus 
saved you!  Tell your testimony!

CULTURE

Bad News, Good News



NATIVE OKLAHOMA ·  MARCH 2020    15

NATIVE OKLAHOMA  |  JANUARY 2019

Absentee-Shawnee Tribe 2025 South 
Gordon Cooper  
Shawnee Oklahoma 74801 
Phone: 405.275.4030

Alabama-Quassarte 
Tribal Town 
101 E. Broadway
Wetumka, Ok.  74883
Phone: 405 452-3987

Apache Tribe of  Oklahoma 
511 East Colorado Drive
Anadarko, Okla. 
405-247-9493

Caddo Nation of  Oklahoma   
Hwys. 281 & 152 Intersection
Binger, Okla.
405-656-2344

Cherokee Nation          
South of  Tahlequah, Hwy. 62
Tahlequah, Okla.
918-453-5000

Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes 
100 Red Moon Circle
Concho, Okla.
405-262-0345

Chickasaw Nation 
124 East 14th Street
Ada, Okla. 
(580) 436-2603

Choctaw Nation of  Oklahoma   
529 N. 16th St., Durant, Okla. 
800-522-6170

Citizen Potawatomi Nation            
1601 Gordon Cooper Drive
Shawnee, Okla.
405-275-3121

Comanche Nation                            
584 NW Bingo Rd.
Lawton, Okla.
877-492-4988

Delaware (Lenape) Tribe 
of  Indians          
5100 East Tuxedo Blvd.
Bartlesville, Okla.
918- 337-6550

Delaware Nation  
31064 State Highway 281
Anadarko, Okla.
405-247-2448

Eastern Shawnee Tribe 
of  Oklahoma 
127 Oneida St.
Seneca, Missouri
918-666-2435

Fort Sill Apache Tribe 
Route 2, Box 121
Apache, Okla. 
580-588-2298

Iowa Tribe of  Oklahoma 
RR 1, Box 721
Perkins, OK
405-547-2402

Kaw Nation of  Oklahoma 
698 Grandview Drive
Kaw City, Okla.
580-269-2552 

Kialegee Tribal Town  
623 East Hwy. 9 
Wetumka, Okla.
405-452-3262

Kickapoo Tribe of  Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 70
McLoud, Okla.
405-964-7053

Kiowa Indian Tribe 
of  Oklahoma 
Hwy. 9, West of  Carnegie
Carnegie, Okla.
580-654-2300

Miami Tribe of  Oklahoma 
202 S. Eight Tribes Trail
Miami, Okla.
918-542-1445

Modoc Tribe of  Oklahoma 
418 G Street     
Miami, Okla.
918-542-1190

Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
Hwy. 75 and Loop 56
Okmulgee, Okla.
800-482-1979

Osage Nation
813 Grandview
Pawhuska, Okla. 
918-287-5555

Ottawa Tribe 
of  Oklahoma 
13 S. 69 A 
Miami, Okla.
918-540-1536

Otoe-Missouria Tribe 
8151 Hwy 177
Red Rock, Okla.
877-692-6863

Pawnee Nation of  Oklahoma
Pawnee, Okla.
918-762-3621

Peoria Tribe of  Indians of  Oklahoma 
118 S. Eight Tribes Trail
Miami, Okla.
918-540-2535

Ponca Tribe 
20 White Eagle Drive
Ponca City, Okla.
580-762-8104  

Quapaw Tribe of  Indians  
5681 S. 630 Rd.
Quapaw,Okla.
918-542-1853

Sac and Fox Nation   
920883 S. Hwy 99 
Stroud, Okla.
918-968-3526

Seminole Nation of  Oklahoma 
Junction Hwys. 270 and 56
P. O. Box 1498, Wewoka, Okla.
405-257-7200

Seneca-Cayuga Nation
23701 S 655 Road
Grove, Okla.
918-542-6609

Shawnee Tribe   
29 S. Hwy. 69A
Miami, Okla.
918-542-2441

Thlopthlocco Tribal Town     
09095 Okemah Street 
Okemah, Okla. 
918-560-6198.

Tonkawa Tribe of  Indians 
1 Rush Buffalo Road
Tonkawa, Okla.
580-628-2561

United Keetoowah Band 
of  Cherokee Indians 
PO Box 746
Tahlequah, Okla.
918-431-1818

Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 
[Wichita, Keechi, Waco, Tawakonie]                
Hwy. 281, Anadarko, Okla. 
405-247-2425

Wyandotte Nation           
64700 E. Highway 60
Wyandotte, Okla.
918-678-2297

OklahomaTribal Directory
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NATIVE-AMERICAN BUSINESS INNOVATION,
CULTURE, TRADESHOW, NETWORKING, & MORE!
REGISTER AT AICCOK.ORG OR CALL 405.821.6460

Ayla Medrano, Executive Director • 405.821.6460 • amedrano@aiccok.org • aiccok.org • 918.624.9382

OCT 18-20
RIVER SPIRIT CASINO RESORT, TULSATULSA


