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ALKO ENTERPRISES, INC.
S.B.A. and Buy Indian Certified

VETERAN AND NATIVE AMERICAN OWNED
7416 North Broadway Extension, Suite H, 

Oklahoma City, OK 73116
405-848-2556

www.alkoenterprises.com

Indian Country’s most trusted 
distributor of hospital/surgical 

supplies and equipment!

YOU DON’T HAVE TO GO FAR TO WIN

Purchase Tickets at 7 Clans Players Club, ticketstorm.com, SevenClans.com or by phone 866.966.1777

7500 HWY. 177 • RED ROCK, OK
866.723.4005

8401 HWY. 177 • RED ROCK, OK
580.723.1020

511 KAW ST. • PERRY, OK
580.336.7260

12901 N. HWY. 77 • NEWKIRK, OK
580.448.3210

12875 N. HWY. 77 • NEWKIRK, OK
877.725.2670

WAYNE NEWTON

Saturday, September 7 
First Council Event Center

Join the 7 Clans Players Club 

& get $10 Free Play - it’s Free & Easy!

SEVENCLANS.COM Certain amenities available in select locations, please see website for details. See Players Club for more information. Management reserves all rights

 Events subject to change. See Players Club for more information. Management reserves all rights. ©2019 7 Clans Casinos

JAMEY JOHNSON

Saturday, September 28  
First Council Event Center

MICHAEL MARTIN
MURPHEY

Saturday, September 14 
Paradise Event Center

38 SPECIAL

Friday, October 4 
First Council Event Center

© 2019 Cherokee Nation Businesses. All Rights Reserved.
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CHEROKEE 
ART MARKET

O C T O B E R 
12  &  13,  2 019

Martha Berry - “Sageeyah Gold: Honoring  
the Pollinators & the Humans Who Protect Them” 

(textile) Culture Keeper Award

Sequoyah Convention Center at Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tulsa
cherokeeartmarket.com  |  877.779.6977
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SEPTEMBER POW-WOWS
Come visit the beautiful Eastern Oklahoma, at the 

foot of the Ozark Mountains, and stay with us, Echota 
Village RV is the place to go for your next vacation!

6

ON THE COVER •  MODEL: Hauli Warrior Gray • PHOTOGRAPHY: Clinton Sinclair, Jr.

AUBREY’S STORY12



NATIVE OKLAHOMA ·  SEPTEMBER 2019    5

Displaying poise and grace Miss 
Indian World has all the qualities a 
princess encompasses and more. 
She’s charming, she’s beautiful, she’s 

humorous and kind … she’s Miss Indian 
World Cheyenne Kippenberger. And just like 
her Indian name, Eete, which translates to 
fire, she has a spark that ignites a warm 
welcoming in each person she meets.
Kippenberger, Seminole Tribe of Flori-
da-Hollywood Reservation citizen, was 
crowned the new princess at the Gathering 
of Nations Powwow in April 2019. With 
a new crown comes new responsibili-
ties, and with Miss Indian World’s duties, 
Kippenberger has a lot to look forward to 
in traveling across country visiting Tribal 
Nations and learning about other tribes. 
For the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes 30th 
annual Oklahoma Indian Nations (OIN) 
powwow held Aug. 2-4, Kippenberger was 
invited as a special guest to participate in 
the weekend’s powwow and activities. 
“I was really excited when they told me I 
was getting to come to Oklahoma City and 
El Reno … I was excited because I have only 
driven through Oklahoma City so I was like, 
‘oh wow I actually get to see things this 
time,’ but I was really excited to see the itin-
erary, I couldn’t believe the things that were 
organized for me, I’m incredibly honored,” 
Kippenberger said.
With Kippenberger’s honor also came 
excitement as she said Oklahoma has such 
a heavy presence of Native Americans. 
“There’s 39 different Tribal Nations and 
communities here and coming from a state 
where there’s only two federally recognized 
tribes, getting to be in a place like this 
where there’s such a heavy presence, it’s 
almost like being at my home away from 
home, and everybody’s been so welcoming 
and so kind and I’ve had nothing but a great 
time out here and I can’t wait for the rest of 
today and tomorrow in all honesty, it’s really 
amazing to be out here,” Kippenberger said. 
With a full agenda ahead of her on Friday, 
Aug. 2, Kippenberger was scheduled to 
tour the American Indian Cultural Center 
and Museum (AICCM), tour the Oklahoma 
governor’s mansion, meet with El Reno City 
Mayor Matthew White for a press confer-
ence, meet and greet with the R.E.Sp.E.C.T. 
Youth Council, as well as meet with Chey-
enne and Arapaho Tribes’ Gov. Reggie Was-
sana, make an appearance at the Buffalo 
5k Run and Walk and participate in several 
OIN and Summerfest activities. 
In having the opportunity to tour and experi-
ence firsthand the AICCM and the Oklaho-

ma governor’s mansion, Kippenberger’s 
enthusiasm told all. 
“The American Indian Cultural Center and 
Museum was really neat, I’ve been to other 
cultural centers, I’ve been to my own muse-
um, but to get to see what happens behind 
the scenes was really cool, to see the con-
struction, the planning, the detail that goes 
into making a place what it is, especially 
something that significant, that’s not cov-
ering just the Native tribes to this land but 

the 39 in total is really amazing and the way 
that they’ve managed to encompass every-
body and take bits and pieces of every-
body’s community, everybody’s traditions 
and even find the commonalities between 
everybody … I was super impressed. I can’t 
wait for the opening and I think it’s going 
to be a really beautiful thing that will just 
be like another pillar of bringing everybody 
together,” Kippenberger said. 
With plans to visit Cheyenne and Arapaho 
country, Kippenberger could hardly contain 
her excitement as she spoke about her 
anticipated plans. 
“I’m super excited to see the youth council, 
I met them briefly at UNITY and just the 
welcoming that I got at the airport really 
touched my heart … I’m really excited for to-
night, I’m really excited to learn new things 
about the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribe just 
because coming here, the only other people 
I’ve really been able to connect with was my 
sister’s husband’s family, they’re Choctaw, 
and so getting the opportunity to learn 
about differences and things we have in 
common as Native people is what I’m really 

excited for, I’ve already learned so much 
just in this morning that I’ve been here so 
I’m excited to meet them, I’m excited to sit 
down and speak with the kids. I hope to 
connect with the community and I’m really 
excited for tonight,” Kippenberger said. 
With being in a position representing all In-
digenous tribes comes great responsibility, 
Kippenberger said that she looks forward 
to the opportunities most where she’s able 
to visit with different Tribal Nations and 
communities. 
“I’ve connected with people through college, 
even things like Twitter and Instagram, but 
being able to come and visit communities, 
if it means them sharing ceremony with 
me, if it means joining them in their pow-
wows, if it means joining a round dance, it 
always routes back to being a community 
no matter where you’re from and I feel as 
Native people, we’re very hospitable and 
everywhere that I’ve gone I’ve just been 
welcomed with open arms and if it means 
having a meal, if it means sharing a dance, 
I always take a little bit home with me every 
single time and I hope that I leave a little bit 
of myself there as well,” Kippenberger said. 
Miss Indian World, fashioned beautifully 
with handmade regalia and a fully beaded 
sash, with dazzling and sparkling beadwork 
displayed on her crown shining everywhere 
she walks, Kippenberger explained what it 
truly means to hold the Miss Indian World 
title with honor. 
“It’s a responsibility, it’s a public serving 
position to the Native American and Indig-
enous people everywhere, not just North 
America, not just Canada, but the Pacific 
Islands and New Zealand and Australia, 
your responsibility is to represent all of us 
and in beauty and in grace, to be able to 
share not just my own tribe’s culture but 
to show good representation and not just 
for little girls or people even my age but 
for everybody and to show that we can be 
in these spaces and we’re still here, we’re 
resilient, we’re thriving and this is not even 
just the beginning, we’re in the middle but 
it’s going to keep on going and overall, the 
gist of it is being a cultural ambassador and 
it’s an incredible honor to be Miss Indian 
World, it’s something that I literally never 
would’ve thought in my deepest dreams 
and sometimes I wake up and I still can’t 
believe it,” Kippenberger said. 
El Reno City Mayor Matthew White also 
honored Kippenberger with a key to the city 
of El Reno and a Proclamation declaring 
Aug. 2 as Miss Indian World Cheyenne Kip-
penberger day at a press conference.

CULTURE

Miss Indian World Cheyenne Kippenberger
By Latoya Lonelodge
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SEPTEMBER POW-WOWS

29th Annual Wyandotte Pow Wow
September 13-15, 2019
Wyandotte Nation Pow Wow Grounds, Wyandotte, Oklahoma
    Witness traditions come to life at the Wyandotte Powwow, 

a tribal celebration 
featuring a variety 
of dance contests. 
Watch as all ages, 
dressed in tradi-
tional regalia, com-
pete for $35,000 in 
cash prizes in cat-
egories including 
women’s buckskin, 
cloth, fancy shawl 
and jingle dress, as 
well as men’s grass 
dance, traditional, 
straight and fancy 
dance. The Wy-
andotte Nation 
Tribal Powwow 
will also feature 
Grandparent’s Day 
events and activi-
ties for the entire 
family.
   $35,000 in Prize 
Money Contest in 

all Categories. Must be registered and participate in two Grand 
Entries and two Exhibitions to qualify for contests. Must be reg-
istered in only one category. Must be in Full Dress to receive 
contest monies. All decisions by Committee are final.
   For more information contact Sherri Clemons at (918) 678-2297

28th Annual Comanche Nation Fair Powwow
September 20-22, 2019
Comanche Nation Complex, Lawton, Oklahoma
   Comanche Nation Fair is the largest event of the Comanche 
Nation. This celebration features an array of events and activi-
ties that include: a powwow, parade, free concert, games and an 
art show. Other activities include basketball and softball tourna-
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YOU DON’T HAVE TO GO FAR TO WIN

SEVENCLANS.COM Certain amenities available in select locations, please see website for details. 
See Players Club for more information. Management reserves all rights

With five Northern Oklahoma 
locations featuring the hottest 
slots, table games, live 
entertainment, great dining 
options, refreshing bars, 
smoke shops and convenient 
gas stations - we are 
committed to providing 
our guests with the very 
best service and a winning 
experience at the best 
casinos in the state!

7500 HWY. 177
RED ROCK, OK
866.723.4005

8401 HWY. 177
RED ROCK, OK
580.723.1020

511 KAW ST.
PERRY, OK

580.336.7260

12901 N. HWY. 77
NEWKIRK, OK
580.448.3210

12875 N. HWY. 77
NEWKIRK, OK
877.725.2670

Plus, check out our new
state-of-the-art indoor 
7 Clans Waterpark at 
First Council 
Casino Hotel! 

ments, a horseshoe tournament, quilt show, teen dance, fun run 
and spirit walk. Arts and craft vendors from around the country 
will be present, as well as a variety of food vendors. A children’s 
carnival featuring free rides will also be on-site. While the Co-
manche Nation Fair lasts all week; the Comanche Fair Powwow 
is the last three days of the fair on Friday – Sunday.
   This annual fall event, Comanche Nation Fair Powwow, brings 
together tribes from all across the nation. The much-anticipated 
powwow part of the Fair will feature traditional forms of dance 
such as gourd dancing, as well as intertribal dancing for all. Pho-
tography is allowed during the dance competition, so don’t for-
get your camera. Take in the vivid colors of dancers decked out 
in elaborate beadwork and their finest regalia as they compete in 
categories from Tiny Tots to Golden Age.
   Attend this three-day event and immerse yourself in the histor-
ic traditions of the Comanche tribe. Activities including horse 
racing, hand games and storytelling will all be represented. Vis-
itors to this year’s Comanche Nation Fair will also enjoy bull 
riding and a car show.
   Celebrate Comanche culture at the largest American Indian 
gathering in southwest Oklahoma. Free camping near the pow-
wow grounds will also be available.
   For information visit www.comanchenation.com

25th Annual Standing Bear Powwow
September 27-28, 2019
Standing Bear Park, Ponca City, OK
   The powwow is hosted by the six north-central tribes of Okla-
homa the last Friday and Saturday of September each year. 
Standing Bear Powwow features inter-tribal dancing, exhibition 
dancing, contest dancing, tiny tot contests and the crowning of 
the Standing Bear Princess. Visitors will also find a variety of 
arts and craft vendors, along with a wide variety of food vendors.
This free event in Ponca City is open to the public and often 

considered 
one of the 
most signif-
icant Amer-
ican Indian 
events in 
the US. Ex-
p e r i e n c e 
the Stand-
ing Bear 
P o w w o w 
and wit-
ness as the 
Kaw, Osage, 
Otoe-Mis-
souria, Paw-
nee, Ponca 
and Tonka-
wa tribes 
gather to 
c e l e b r a t e 
their trib-
al heritage 
with contest 
d a n c i n g , 
singing, drumming and more.
   For More Information: Standing Bear Park: Call 580-762-1514
Standing Bear Foundation: Call 580-762-1514; Email info@stand-
ingbearpark.com
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OCCJ’s Oklahoma City 
Annual Dinner to Honor 
Governor Bill Anoatubby 
of Chickasaw Nation

BUSINESS

The Oklahoma Center for Community and Justice (OCCJ) will honor Governor Bill Anoatubby of the  
Chickasaw Nation during its 2019 Oklahoma City Annual Awards Dinner on Tuesday, September 10, at the 
Oklahoma History Center.

The Oklahoma City Annual Awards Dinner honors individuals outstanding dedication and community  
service in our region. Honorees exhibit an extensive record of involvement in civic, charitable, volunteer  
and professional organizations, and have contributed to the improvement of human relations among diverse 
groups in Oklahoma. 

Bill Anoatubby has served as the Governor of the Chickasaw Nation since 
1987. Prior to that, he served as the first lieutenant governor from 1979-
1987. Anoatubby has been active in tribal government since 1975. His  
previous positions include director of tribal health services, director of 
finance, special assistant to the governor and controller. 

Work experience prior to his involvement with the Chickasaw Nation  
includes managing office operations of American Plating Company and the 
chief accountant of Little Giant Corporation. Anoatubby received degrees in 
accounting and business and has taken many continuing education courses.
Today, the Chickasaw Nation employs more than 14,000 people. Funding 
for tribal operations has grown exponentially, tribal assets have grown 
two-hundredfold. Governor Anoatubby is committed to meeting the needs 
and desires of Chickasaw people by providing health care services,  
opportunities for employment and career advancement, heritage  
preservation, cultural preservation and growth, and the chance for every 
Chickasaw to obtain a higher education.

Bill and his wife Janice have two sons, Brian and Chris and five grandchildren, 
Brendan, Eryn, Chloe, Sydney, and Preslea.

The Annual Awards Dinner is the major fundraising event for OCCJ’s programs and initiatives in the area. 
OCCJ seeks to facilitate understanding and empower individuals to create inclusive communities through 
dynamic diversity and inclusion programming for all ages. OCCJ is dedicated to achieving respect and  
understanding for all through education, advocacy and dialogue. 

The event will begin with a reception at 6:00 p.m., followed by dinner and program at 7 p.m. Tickets are 
available online at occjok.org. For information regarding sponsorship opportunities, please contact Eileen 
Schaumleffle at eschaumleffle@occjok.org or (918) 583-1361.

Governor Bill Anoatubby



NATIVE OKLAHOMA ·AUGUST 2019    9

OCCJ’s Oklahoma City 
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Governor Bill Anoatubby 
of Chickasaw Nation
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I  n less than two years, the Oklahoma Tribal Finance 
Consortium has rolled out an inter-tribal economic 
impact report, facilitated the launch of an award-win-
ning professional development program and estab-
lished a support network for tribal financial profes-
sionals. 

   Not bad for a toddler. 

   By day, the consortium’s president and co-founder, 
Victor Flores, is the chief financial officer for the Absentee 
Shawnee Tribe’s health care system. Despite having more 
than two decades of private sector experience, he encoun-
tered a steep learning curve upon moving to the tribal 

side, prompting 
his employers to send him 
multiple conferences and 
training events during his 
first six months on the job.
  
   “Finance generally doesn’t 
change, but I had to learn 
about other related aspects, 
like health care and gaming,” he 
said.  

   With that in mind, the organization was launched as an 
inter-tribal collaborative effort among financial profession-
als working in Indian Country. The organization has already 
partnered with Oklahoma State University’s Spears School 
of Business and the University of Oklahoma’s School of 
Law to offer a three-day professional development course 
on tribal finance in November and again in May. 

   “It not for finance people – it’s for everyone else,” Flores 
said. “If you’re a state legislator, should go in and learn 
about what we experience, such contract issues and deal-
ing with tribal boundaries. For our tribal nations’ elected 
leaders or businesses who do business with our nations, 
it’s a good introduction.”

   In July, the consortium formally unveiled an economic 
impact report based on audited 2017 financial data from 
15 tribes. Prepared by Oklahoma City University associate 
economics professor Kyle Dean, the report emphasized the 

effects that tribes have on transportation, education and 
transportation across Oklahoma. 

   As per the data compiled for the study, tribes saved the 
state of Oklahoma $88 million in 2018 alone in Medicaid 
matching funds through patient visits to Indigenous 
health care facilities. 

   Additionally, Oklahoma’s tribes have invested a total of 
$200 million in transportation infrastructure, with nearly 
27,000 miles of highways and roads supported. Oklahoma 
is first in the nation for federal dollars contributed through 
the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Tribal Transporta-
tion Program. 

   “We hear about the 
education part a lot, 
in particular during 
compact negotiations, 
but on the transporta-
tion side, some of the 
things we do aren’t 
always fully recog-
nized,” study co-chair 
and OneFire Chief 
Operating Officer Eli 
McIntosh said. “The 
public sees the work 
being done, but might 
not realize that it’s 

being paid for by tribal dollars or otherwise being 
made possible through tribes.” 

   With exclusivity fees included among the data points, 
the report is already being touted in public relations and 
marketing campaigns spurred by looming gaming compact 
negotiations. The report’s data collection period was ac-
tually shortened and expedited to accommodate for that 
possibility, thus precluding some tribes from participating. 

   Preliminary plans and outreach is already underway for 
a sequel within the next few years to include some of the 
tribes that were left out due to the accelerated timeline. 

   “Because it shrank…know there were some who wanted 
to participate, but just couldn’t,” Flores said. “Moving up 
the cut off date made it possible to get it out when we 
did.”

0

Tribal Financial Consortium
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   In early August 1959, the federal government declared the mem-
bers of the Peoria, Wyandotte, and Ottawa Tribes of Oklahoma 
no longer Indians. The post-World War II policy of “termination” 
aimed to end federal responsibilities to Indian people, and these 
tribes endured this short-lived but disastrous experiment in Indian 
affairs. Sixty years after the enactment of terminal legislation, 
tribal leaders will look back at the legacy of termination and the 
campaign that led to the restoration of federal recognition in 1978 
in an event hosted by the American Indian Center for Excellence 
at Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College in Miami, Oklahoma on 
October 14, 2019.
   Although American history is replete with attempts to erase 
and eliminate Native people, termination policy emerged in the 
1950s amidst the heightened patriotic rhetoric of the early Cold 
War with its assimilationist and individualist ideals. In 1953, House 
Concurrent Resolution 108 called for the end of federal supervision 
and responsibilities for Indian tribes 
“at the earliest possible time.” It 
aimed to cut costs by eliminating 
services to Indian people, open up 
tribal resources to exploitation, and 
force Indians into the mainstream 
of modern American society. The Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs soon targeted 
the small, well-integrated tribes of 
the Quapaw Sub-Agency in Ottawa 
County, Oklahoma. Bills providing for 
the termination of the Wyandottes, 
Peorias, and Ottawas passed on 
three consecutive days in August 
1956, and these would become effec-
tive in three years’ time. 
   Congress approved the terminal 
legislation without a vote on the 
issue by the full membership of the 
tribes. While tribal business commit-
tees adopted resolutions ostensibly 
supporting the terminal legislation, 
tribal members frequently reported 
they never heard about termination 
until after the legislation had already 
passed. Although some tribal leaders 
saw termination as a means to escape the domineering Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, many leaders would later recall coercion by officials 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, false promises regarding expedited 
claims payments, and meetings held under duress.  
   After termination, the federal government barred members of 
these Ottawa County tribes from participating in health services, 
educational assistance, and development grants offered through 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Termination also called into question 
the place of Peoria, Wyandotte, and Ottawa people as Indians. 
Although policymakers envisioned termination as a tool to bring 
about the ultimate eradication of these tribes through assimila-
tion into broader American society, members never surrendered 
their tribal identities. In fact, for many of the area tribes, the 
period following termination witnessed a cultural resurgence, 
and this helped inspire the effort to reverse this historic injustice. 

Beginning in the early 1970s, the terminated tribes of Ottawa 
County worked through their Congressional delegations and the 
Inter-Tribal Council of North Eastern Oklahoma to secure legisla-
tion restoring their federal recognition.  
   In a September 27, 1977 hearing before the United States 
Senate Select Committee on Indian Affairs regarding federal 
recognition, Chief Lewis Barlow of the Ottawa Tribe of Oklahoma 
disavowed termination as “never lawfully obtained” and decried 
the termination era as “one of the bleakest periods in our tribe’s 
history.” On behalf of his people, Chief Barlow beseeched the as-
sembled members of Congress, “We just want to be recognized as 
Indians.” Wyandotte Chief Mont Cotter complained in a letter to 
the committee that “their heritage as American Indians has been 
questioned. Their prestige and social dignity have been jeopard-
ized,” and Peoria Chief Rodney Arnette noted that after termina-
tion, “helplessly, our leaders were forced to stand by and witness 

this degradation of individual and 
tribal identity. Our strength and 
resolve was fortified only by mem-
ories of the past, of a proud people 
and a proud heritage.” 
   Ultimately, the hard work, lobby-
ing, and impassioned appeals of 
tribal leaders triumphed. On May 15, 
1978, President Jimmy Carter signed 
legislation restoring the terminated 
tribes of Ottawa County, and today, 
the Peoria, Wyandotte, and Ottawa 
Tribes thrive. Each provides educa-
tional assistance and elder care to 
members, operates tribal business-
es, and records and celebrates their 
culture and history.
   On October 14, 2019 the State of 
Oklahoma will commemorate Native 
American Day for the first time, 
and it is fitting to use this day to 
reflect on the 60th anniversary of 
this failed attempt to erase Native 
peoples and the spirit of perse-
verance exhibited by the Ottawa, 

Peoria, and Wyandotte Tribes in the 
wake of that attempt. The hour-long event will open with a brief 
lecture on termination and the campaign for restoration by histo-
rian and Ottawa tribal member David Dry before proceeding to a 
roundtable discussion with Ottawa Chief Ethel Cook, Peoria Chief 
Craig Harper, and Wyandotte Chief Billy Friend. The roundtable will 
explore the personal and tribal memory of termination and resto-
ration and the enduring legacy of these milestones for the tribal 
leaders and their tribes. Hannah Berryman, sponsor of the Native 
American Student Association at Northeastern Oklahoma A&M Col-
lege, noted the event “provides a unique opportunity to educate 
our students about events relevant to the historical trauma local 
tribal members experience from the perspective of those with 
intimate knowledge of the politics and social dynamics that led to 
termination.” For event times and location check the Northeastern 
Oklahoma A&M College website www.neo.edu/. 

Termination—Sixty Years Later

Ottawa Chief Guy Jennison (seated) circa 1958
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Book Review: Walking the Trail of Tears

Eight years ago, I walked the trail of tears, alone, 
during a three month journey. I have now written 
and published a book detailing my travels.

Belinda Miller had a dream (or what many, 
including myself) in which she was instructed to 

make her walk along the Trail of Tears.  She was instructed 
that she would learn much about the kind of woman she 

really was.  When she 
departed on her journey, 
she was 56 years old. 
She left walking from Fort 
Payne, Alabama on Earth 
day (Friday, April 22, 2011) 
and ended her journey 
in Tahlequah, Oklahoma 
almost three months 
later.  The only constant 
companionship she had 
was her little dog and her 
cat.  The book details the 
hardships she endured, 
from a tornado and 
storms to blistering heat, 

and cold nights.  It tells of the many interesting people she 
met and her experiences, both good and bad, during these 
three months.

Belinda is of Lakota and Cherokee descent. Her true Lakota 
name, given to her by her father the last time she saw him 
when she was very young, is “Sonseahray.” She was raised 
by a white mother and her family, and was denied any infor-
mation about her father or her Native family.  She is a loving 
mother of three children (the youngest, her only son, who 
has now passed away), and five grandchildren.  She now 
resides in Leeds, Alabama, which is about 30 minutes east 
of Birmingham, Alabama.
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Quitting Tobacco 
Has Rough Patches. 
We Have Free Ones.

Quitting tobacco is hard. Anyone 
who’s tried quitting can tell you that. 
You know what’s not hard? Getting 
FREE help through the Oklahoma 
Tobacco Helpline. When you sign 
up for the Helpline you get access 
to customizable services like Quit 
Coaching, text and email support and 
a FREE two-week supply of patches, 
gum or lozenges.

LOZEN
GES

NO JUDGMENTS. JUST HELP.

If you’re thinking about quitting,  
call 1-800-QUIT NOW

Aubrey’s story isn’t over.
Her voice isn’t silent.
And she knows how loved she is.

A smile that will not be forgotten 
hangs in our dining room.
Placed above each of us as we 
eat each meal around the Missing 
flyers that cover the kitchen table. 

Days.
Weeks.
And now, months have passed.
Without a “Hey Girl” that many 
of Aubrey’s friends & family were 
used to getting from her.
A “wave” that would always 
remind you that you were on her 
mind. 

Or a post that resonated with you 
in one way or another. 
Her absence has been hard on our 
hearts.
Our minds.
And our spirits. 

We continue to work to keep 
Aubrey’s voice loud.
And her presence known. 

Our hearts have ached every day 
since we found out that Aubrey 
has vanished.
Time hasn’t made it any easier. 
Our emotions have fallen apart in 
car rides.
In parking lots.
While we are at work.
And everywhere in between.

We don’t have the answers we are 
looking for.
And we don’t have Aubrey home.
But we won’t give up. 
We will continue to search for 
answers.
And we will bring Aubrey home. 

We are beyond thankful to every-
one who has listened to, read and 
shared Aubrey’s story.
Thankful for those who have 
danced for her & became Aubrey’s 
voice.
We are her voice.
And going silent is not an option. 
Aubrey deserves to be found, our 
family deserves answers.
We we will not stop.

#BeHerVoice #MMIW #TwoSpirit 
#TransIsBeautiful #BringAubrey-
Home #BringShortyHome #Chero-
kee #Oklahoma #Missing

We have been told to “Just wait.. 
The truth will come out.” 
You SHOULD NEVER tell a family 
of a missing loved one to “Just 
wait..” 

We have been told by local law 
enforcement that “We don’t 
believe she’s a missing person, 
because she is known to use an 
illegal substance, she has 500 
Facebook friends who are male, & 
her high risk lifestyle.” 

(First off, you can’t see Aubrey’s 
friends list, this statement was 
made before her social media was 
subpoenaed.)

What exactly is a high risk life-
style? Transgender?
Native American? 
When you get in to your car to 
drive, you’re living a “high risk 
lifestyle.” 

There have been leads that have 
fallen on deaf ears with local law 
enforcement.
If it weren’t for those sources 
speaking to the family DIRECTLY 
then these leads would have 
never looked into. 

We have dealt with resistance 
from law enforcement since the 
moment we found out our niece 
was missing. 
We have had to fight to prove she 
is missing.
We have had to fight to get any 
assistance from law enforcement.
And we continue to fight to find 
her. 

If you have any information 
leading to Aubrey’s whereabouts 
please contact:

Sahnish Scouts @ 701-893-6841 
or sahnishscouts@gmail.com 

Cherokee Marshals @ 918.207.3800
OSBI @ 1.800.522.8017 

or tips@osbi.ok.gov

Delaware County Sheriff Office @ 
918-253-4531
Case #2019-0302

Pam Smith, Christian Fencer and 
to all of those who love Aubrey.

Aubrey’s Story
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      A controversial order from the Federal Communications Commis-
sion to deregulate small cell deployments has been partially struck 
down. 
      On Aug. 9, a three-judge panel with the Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia sided with more than 20 tribes and ruled that 
the FCC substantially underplayed the effects of an order that would 
allow for the expansion of small cell transmitters without public 
comment. 
      In the decision, the three-judge panel declined to say whether the 
FCC failed to meet the consulta-
tion requirements necessary to 
implement the Wireless Infra-
structure Streamlining Order, but 
determined that the commission 
did not follow the established 
processes to receive a categorical 
exception to the NHPA or NEPA.  
      “In particular, the commission 
failed to justify its confidence 
that small cell deployments pose 
little to no cognizable religious, 
cultural or environmental risk, particularly given the vast number of 
deployments and the reality that the order will principally affect small 
cells that require new construction,” Judge Cornelia Pillard wrote. “The 
commission accordingly did not, pursuant to its public interest author-
ity…adequately address possible harms of deregulation and benefits 
of environmental and historic preservation review.” 
      Despite public comments from multiple tribes nationwide against 
the proposed change, the FCC approved the order in March 2018 by a 
3-2 vote along party lines in an effort to facilitate faster growth of 5G 

technology. 
      As approved by the FCC in 2018, the order would have allowed cell 
phone companies to skip tribal consultations before setting up small 
cell wireless antennae that are less than 200 feet tall or not adjacent 
to an airport. 
      The order would also have eliminated the legal obligation for 
wireless companies to pay upfront fees to tribes when providing an 
opportunity to comment on proposed cell tower projects.  
      Tribes’ historical preservation offices often use those fees to cover 

the costs of studies to determine 
whether a proposed tower would 
impact any historical sites. 
      The United Keetoowah Band 
of Cherokee Indians was the lead 
plaintiff in the lawsuit, filing the 
initial challenge in May 2018 with 
the Osage Nation, Shawnee Tribe, 
Ponca Tribe, Delaware Nation, 
Otoe-Missouria Tribe and Paw-
nee Nation. After the ruling was 
handed down, Principal Chief Joe 

Bunch thanked the other tribes for joining in the litigation.
      “It was a tremendous feeling to have other tribes join this litiga-
tion, I can’t thank them enough, as well as our council who had the in-
testinal fortitude to forge forward in this case,” he said. “We all have 
something to gain by this decision. The ruling not only helped us, but 
573 federally recognized tribes in watching out for destruction and 
damage to our past, as well as to help keep up with future develop-
ments of our former homelands, burial grounds and former jurisdic-
tions…that are in-line with the 5G technology and cell tower path.”

FCC Ruling
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C H E R O K E E  N A T I O N A L 
H I S T O R Y  M U S E U M

Experience Cherokee 
culture and history at this 
unforgettable destination 
in Tahlequah, Oklahoma. 
Celebrate the richness and 
beauty of our culture through 
one-of-a-kind Cherokee art 
and immersive exhibits.

N OW  O P E N

CHEROKEE
ADVENTURE
AWAITS

RECREATION

Downstream Casino Resort 
69300 East Nee Road 
Quapaw, OK 74363
1-888-DWNSTRM (396-7876),  
918-919-6000 
Email: info@downstreamcasino.
com 
www.downstream.com

Buffalo Run Casino Resort 
1366 N. Highway 69A 
Miami, OK 74354
Phone: 918-542-2900 
Fax: 918-542-2908 
GPS Address: 8414 S 580 Rd 
www.buffalorunhotel.com

Indigo Sky Casino 
70220 East HWY 60 
Wyandotte, OK 74370
1.888.992.SKY1 
www.indigoskycasino.com

Grand Lake Casino & Lodge 
24701 S 655 Rd. 
Grove, OK, 74344 
Phone: 918 786.8528 
Reservations: 918.786.4406 
Event Center: 918.786.1974 
www.grandlakecasino.com

Cherokee Casino West Siloam 
Springs 
1.800.754.4111 2416 Highway 
412 West Siloam Springs, OK 
74338

1.800.754.4111 (press 1, then 1) 
for reservations. 
www.cherokeecasino.com

Cherokee Inn 
Cherokee Boulevard 
Roland, OK 74954
800.256.2338 205

Hard Rock Casino Hotel Resort 
777 West Cherokee Street
Catoosa, OK, 
1.800.760.6700 
www.hardrockcasinotulsa.com

Osage Casino Hotels 
1.877.246.8777 
www.osagecasinos.com/hotels

Skiatook & Ponca City
First Council Casino Hotel 12875 
North Highway 77 
Newkirk, OK 74647 
(877) 7-CLANS-0 or 
(877) 725-2670 
www.firstcouncilcasinohotel.com

Grand Casino Hotel Resort 777 
Grand Casino Boulevard 
Shawnee, Oklahoma 74804  
Casino: (405) 964-7263
Hotel: (405) 964-7777 
www.grandresortok.com

Artesian Hotel 
1001 W. 1st Street 
Sulphur, OK 73086 
1.855.455.5255 
www.artesianhotel.com

Riverwind Casino Hotel 
1544 State Highway 9
Norman, OK 73072 
1-405-322-6000 
www.riverwind.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - 
Durant 
4216 S. Hwy 69/75
Durant , OK  74701 USA 
Tel: 1-580-920-0160
Toll Free: 1-888-652-4628
Fax: 1-580-931-2725
Email: hotel.shift@choctawcasi-
nos.com

Choctaw Casino Hotel - Pocola 
3400 Choctaw Road
Pocola, OK  74902 USA 
Tel: 918-436-7761
Toll Free: 1 800.590.5825
Fax: 918.436.7723
Email: pocola.hotelmanagers@
choctawcasinos.com

Choctaw Casino Resort - Grant 
US Hwy 271
Grant, OK  74738 USA 
Tel: 580-317-8500
Fax: 580-326-5171

Email: nancy.hedrick@choctaw-
casinos.com”

Winstar World Casino & Resort 
777 Casino Ave
Thackerville, OK 73459
1-800-622-6317
www.winstarworldcasino.com

Winstar World Casino Hotel 
1-866-946-7787

The Inn at Winstar 
21943 Anoatubby Way 
Thackerville, OK 73459 
1-866-946-7787

Apache Casino Hotel 
2315 East Gore Blvd. 
Lawton, OK 73501 580.248.5905
www.apachecasinohotel.com

Comanche Red River Casino 
Oklahoma 36 Devol, OK
1-877-369-8351 
www.comanchenationcasinos.
com

RESORT LISTING

RECREATION

GOLF CLUBSEagle Creek Golf Club 
2742 Ben Pell Dr • Joplin, MO 
64804
417‐623‐5050 
www.downstream.com/ 
Golf_eaglecreek
18 holes • Par 71 • 6,785 yards  
• Dress code • Bar/lounge

FireLake Golf Course 
1901 S. Gordon Cooper Drive 
Shawnee, OK 74801 
405-275-4471 
www.firelakegolf.com
18 holes • Par 72 • 6,595 yards

Will Rogers Downs 
20900 South 4200 Rd.  
Claremore, OK 74019
918-283-8800
400 RV pads • 50/30 amp • Full 
hook-ups • Restrooms • Laundry
Shower facilities

 

• 4-hour security • Over 40,000 
square feet of versatile meeting 
space • Wi-Fi • Dog park • Horse-
shoe pit • Playground • Tent sites
• Barbecue grills and picnic tables 
• Club House • Chapel

Cherokee Hills Golf Course 
770 West Cherokee Street
Catoosa, OK  74015 
1-800-760-6700
cherokee.golf@cnent.com
18 Holes • Par 70 • 6635 Yards  
• Dress code • Bar/Grill • Pro-shop 
• Banquet room

Winstar Golf Course 
Casino Ave. •Thackerville, OK 
73459

1-800-622-6317 777
27 Holes • 7,200 yards • Par 72 
• Dress code • Bar/Grill • Pro-shop
 • Winstar Golf Academy

Fountainhead Creek Golf Course 
HC 60-1350 • Checotah, OK 
74426 
918-689-3209
18 Holes • Par 72 • Dress code  
• Bar/Grill • Pro-shop

Cherokee Springs Golf Course 
700 E. Ballentine Road • Tahle-
quah, OK 74464 
918-456-5100
18 Holes • Par 70 • Dress code
• Bar/Grill • Pro-shop
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C H E R O K E E  N A T I O N A L 
H I S T O R Y  M U S E U M

Experience Cherokee 
culture and history at this 
unforgettable destination 
in Tahlequah, Oklahoma. 
Celebrate the richness and 
beauty of our culture through 
one-of-a-kind Cherokee art 
and immersive exhibits.

N OW  O P E N

CHEROKEE
ADVENTURE
AWAITS



16    

EDUCATE • EMPOWER • ENGAGE

Sign up today at aiccok.org or contact  Ayla Medrano, amedrano@aiccok.org, 405.821.6460

Bailey Walker, AICCO President
Native Business owners will be driving from all corners of Oklahoma and beyond to join us at The Gathering 2019.  A two-and -half day 
powerhouse networking business summit. Attendees can look forward to a networking reception, business matchmaking sessions, and 
breakout sessions talking with top-level experts! Looking forward to seeing you all there! Anowa chipisala’cho! Until I see you again!

Shane Jett, a Cherokee Citizen, is the CEO for Citizen Potawatomi Community Development Corporation (CPCDC), the 
largest of its kind in the U.S.  During his tenure, it has grown from a $14 million portfolio to $80 million in revolving funds.

Shane also served in the Oklahoma State House of Representatives from 2004-2010, co-founding the Native American 
Caucus.  We look forward to Shane emceeing the 2019 Gathering. To read more about Shane Jett, visit aiccok.com

Shane Jett, Master of Ceremonies

OCT 6-8
DURANT


